
February 8, 2022

Mr. Matthew Feyrer, Site Manager
GE Hitachi Nuclear Energy
Vallecitos Nuclear Center
6705 Vallecitos Road
Sunol, CA  94586

SUBJECT: GE-HITACHI NUCLEAR ENERGY AMERICAS LLC – APPROVAL OF THE 
REVISED OPERATOR REQUALIFICATION PROGRAM FOR THE NUCLEAR 
TEST REACTOR (EPID: L-2020-RNW-0038)

Dear Mr. Feyrer:

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff completed its review of the updated GE 
Hitachi Nuclear Energy Americas LLC (GEH) “Requalification Program for the General Electric 
Nuclear Test Reactor,” dated December 3, 2021 (Agencywide Documents Access and 
Management System Accession No. ML21337A257), and finds the revised operator 
requalification program to be in accordance with the applicable regulations contained in Title 10 
of the Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR) Part 55, “Operators’ Licenses,” and consistent 
with the guidance contained in industry standard American National Standards 
Institute/American Nuclear Society-15.4-2016, “Selection and Training of Personnel for 
Research Reactors.”

During its review, the NRC staff noticed that the revised operator requalification program for the 
General Electric Nuclear Test Reactor (NTR) does not include the requirements associated with 
10 CFR 55.59(c)(6), “Alternative training programs.”  If GEH finds the need to implement an 
alternative training program for the NTR in the future, GEH should submit a revised operator 
requalification plan incorporating an alternative training program to the NRC for approval.  

We request you implement your approved program immediately.
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If you have any questions, please contact me at (301) 415-5656, or by electronic mail at 
Paulette.Torres@nrc.gov.  

Sincerely,

Paulette Torres, Project Manager
Non-Power Production and Utilization Facility

Licensing Branch
Division of Advanced Reactors and Non-Power

Production and Utilization Facilities
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Docket No. 50-073
License No. R-33

cc:  See next page

Signed by Torres, Paulette
 on 02/08/22

mailto:Paulette.Torres@nrc.gov
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cc:

Jeffrey Smyly, Manager
Regulatory Compliance
GE Hitachi Nuclear Energy
Vallecitos Nuclear Center 
6705 Vallecitos Road
Sunol, CA  94586

Thomas McConnell, Manager 
Nuclear Test Reactor
GE Hitachi Nuclear Energy 
Vallecitos Nuclear Center 
6705 Vallecitos Road
Sunol, CA  94586

Scott Murray, Manager 
Facility Licensing
GE Hitachi Nuclear Energy
3901 Castle Hayne Road
Wilmington, NC  28401

David Heckman, 
Vallecitos Reg Affairs & Licensing Lead
GE Hitachi Nuclear Energy 
Vallecitos Nuclear Center 
6705 Vallecitos Road
Sunol, CA  94586

Commissioner
California Energy Commission
1516 Ninth Street, MS-34
Sacramento, CA  95814

California Department of Health
ATTN:  Chief
Radiologic Health Branch
P.O. Box 997414, MS 7610
Sacramento, CA  95899-7414

Test, Research and Training
  Reactor Newsletter
Attention:  Ms. Amber Johnson
Dept of Materials Science and Engineering
University of Maryland
4418 Stadium Drive
College Park, MD  20742-2115



M. Feyrer - 3 -

SUBJECT: GE-HITACHI NUCLEAR ENERGY AMERICAS LLC – APPROVAL OF THE 
REVISED OPERATOR REQUALIFICATION PROGRAM FOR THE NUCLEAR 
TEST REACTOR (EPID: L-2020-RNW-0038) DATED: FEBRUARY 8, 2022 

DISTRIBUTION: 
PUBLIC
JBorromeo, NRR 
NParker, NRR 
DHardesty, NRR 
LTran, NRR 
PTorres, NRR
KRoche, NRR

ADAMS Accession Number: ML22020A389 NRR-106
OFFICE NRR/DANU/UNPL/PM NRR/DANU/UNPL/LA NRR/DANU/UNPL/BC NRR/DANU/UNPL/PM
NAME PTorres NParker JBorromeo PTorres
DATE 1/21/2022 1/21/2022 2/8/2022 2/8/2022

OFFICIAL RECORD COPY


