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Date: January 3, 2022 

  

I am an environmental health scientist and epidemiologist with over 40 years’ experience evaluating the 
public health impacts of environmental pollution. I am commenting because of my concerns about the 
inadequacies of this process for encouraging public participation, and the apparent perpetuation of 
underestimates of the level of weakening of the structures of the aging power plants under 
consideration by the NRC, resulting in increases in the risks to the public, to public health, and to water 
sources serving great portions of the country.  

  

The process by which the NRC has conducted the EIS has lacked transparency or a real attempt to 
encourage and consider the public’s concerns or their understanding of what is or would be an 
unacceptable risk.  Instead, the public is subjected to a convoluted process that appears to be 
intentionally discouraging to participation. It smacks of arrogance and a violation of the public trust. 

  

Risks of failure of the structure of the reactor(s) must be evaluated in the most rigorous manner, as even 
a low probability failure can have an enormous adverse impact when we are considering the risks to 
human life and society for large populations.  That is what is at risk here, not just a simple renewal of a 
permit to operate an industrial facility.  The long term impacts of potential failure as well as the 
magnitude of impacts must be understood before allowing an aging facility or facilities to continue to 
operate. This EIS has not improved that understanding sufficiently to impose the risks on the public, 
especially in a process that lacks full disclosure to the public of the magnitude of risks the public is 
accepting in order to have access to necessary power resources.   

  

Therefore, This SLRSEIS is unacceptable as a basis for renewing the operating license of the Point Beach 
Nuclear Plants 1 and 2, and must be revised to reflect the true magnitude of risk to the public of failures 
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of the structures or functioning of these nuclear plants.  Furthermore, the process must be revised to 
properly respect and enable the public’s right to full and complete understanding of the risks and 
tradeoffs they must accept to continue the operation of these nuclear plants.   

  

Thank you for this opportunity to comment.   

  

Theodora Tsongas, PhD, MS 
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