
EA-21-180

Brad R. Bingham
Closure Manager
Homestake Mining Company of California
P.O. Box 98, Hwy 605
Grants, NM  87020

SUBJECT: HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA – ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
OF RESPONSE TO NRC INSPECTION REPORT 040-08903/2021-002 AND 
DISPUTED NOTICE OF VIOLATIONS

Dear Mr. Bingham:

This letter acknowledges your November 30, 2021, correspondence (Agencywide Document 
and Access Management System (ADAMS) Accession No. ML21337A108) in response to U.S. 
NRC Inspection Report 040-08903/2021-002 and Notice of Violation (ADAMS Accession No. 
ML21286A797) dated October 8, 2021, in which you dispute two violations (EA-21-180).  The 
violations involve: (1) failure to use a radiation work permit or standard operating procedure 
during contractor work with radiologically contaminated materials, in accordance with License 
Condition 24; and (2) failure to perform surveys to evaluate the magnitude and extent of 
radiation levels, with two examples, as required by 10 CFR 20.1501.  The NRC is currently 
reviewing your basis for contesting the violations in accordance with Section 2.3.7 of the 
Enforcement Manual.  Accordingly, we will provide the results of our evaluation by written 
response within 100 days of the receipt of your most recent letter. 

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390, “Public Inspections, Exemptions, Requests for Withholding,” 
of the NRC’s “Agency Rules of Practice,” a copy of this letter will be made available 
electronically for public inspection in the NRC’s Public Document Room or from the Publicly 
Available Records (PARS) component of the NRC's Agencywide Documents Access and 
Management System (ADAMS).  ADAMS is accessible from the NRC Web site at 
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html (the Public Electronic Reading Room).

December 15, 2021

http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html
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Should you have any questions concerning this inspection, please contact Ms. Linda Gersey at 
972-746-6984 or the undersigned at 817-200-1189. 

Sincerely,

Roberto J. Torres, Chief
Materials Licensing & Decommissioning Branch
Division of Nuclear Materials Safety

Docket No.: 040-08903
License No.: SUA-1471

Signed by Torres, Roberto
 on 12/15/21
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HOMESTAKE MINING COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA – ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RESPONSE 
TO NRC INSPECTION REPORT 040-08903/2021-002 AND DISPUTED NOTICE OF 
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Distribution:
SMorris, ORA
JMonninger, ORA
MMuessle, DNMS
NO’Keefe, DNMS
BvonTill, NMSS/DUWP/URMDB
RLinton, NMSS/DUWP/URMDB

cc:
Michelle Hunter, Chief
Ground Water Quality Bureau
New Mexico Environment Department
Harold Runnels Building
1190 S. Saint Francis Drive
Santa Fe, NM  87502
michelle.hunter@state.nm.us

Santiago Rodriguez, Chief
Radiation Control Bureau
New Mexico Environment Department
P.O. Box 5469
Santa Fe, NM   87502-5469
santiago.rodriguez1@state.nm.us 

Bernadette Tsosie, Program Manager
U.S. Department of Energy
Office of Legacy Management
2597 Legacy Way
Grand Junction, CO 81503
bernadette.tsosie@lm.doe.gov 

Kurt Vollbrecht, Program Manager
Mining Environmental Compliance Section
Ground Water Quality Bureau
New Mexico Environmental Department
kurt.vollbrecht@state.nm.us

Ashlynne Winton, Geologist
Mining Environmental Compliance Section
Ground Water Quality Bureau
New Mexico Environmental Department
ashlynne.winton@state.nm.us
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