
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 8, 2021 
 
 
The Honorable Christopher T. Hanson 
Chairman 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
11555 Rockville Pike 
Rockville, MD 20852 
 
Dear Hon. Hanson:  
 
 I am writing to confirm the invitation for you to testify before the Subcommittee on 
Energy and the Subcommittee on Environment and Climate Change of the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce on Wednesday, July 14, 2021, at 11:30 a.m. (EDT) in the John D. Dingell Room, 
2123 of the Rayburn House Office Building, as well as remotely via the Committee’s WebEx 
platform.  The Subcommittee hearing is entitled, “Keeping Us Safe and Secure: Oversight of the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission.”    
 

Information about requirements for witnesses appearing before the Committee is 
contained in the attached Witness Information Guidelines, as well as other referenced 
attachments.  If you have any questions regarding this invitation, please contact Lino Peña-
Martinez of the Committee staff at (202) 225-2927 or by email at lino.pena-
martinez@mail.house.gov.  
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Bobby L. Rush 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Energy 

 
 
 
 
Attachments 

FRANK PALLONE, JR., NEW JERSEY 
CHAIRMAN 

CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS, WASHINGTON 
RANKING MEMBER 

ONE HUNDRED SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS 

CCongress of the United States 
House of Representatives 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE 
2125 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6115 
 

Majority  (202) 225-2927 
Minority  (202) 225-3641 
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cc: The Honorable Frank Pallone, Jr. 

Chairman 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
 
The Honorable Cathy McMorris Rodgers 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
 
The Honorable Fred Upton 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Energy 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 8, 2021 
 
 
The Honorable Jeff Baran 
Commissioner 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission  
11555 Rockville Pike 
Rockville, MD 20852 
 
Dear Hon. Baran:  
 
 I am writing to confirm the invitation for you to testify before the Subcommittee on 
Energy and the Subcommittee on Environment and Climate Change of the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce on Wednesday, July 14, 2021, at 11:30 a.m. (EDT) in the John D. Dingell Room, 
2123 of the Rayburn House Office Building, as well as remotely via the Committee’s WebEx 
platform.  The Subcommittee hearing is entitled, “Keeping Us Safe and Secure: Oversight of the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission.”    
 

Information about requirements for witnesses appearing before the Committee is 
contained in the attached Witness Information Guidelines, as well as other referenced 
attachments.  If you have any questions regarding this invitation, please contact Lino Peña-
Martinez of the Committee staff at (202) 225-2927 or by email at lino.pena-
martinez@mail.house.gov.  
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Bobby L. Rush 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Energy 

 
 
 
 
Attachments 

FRANK PALLONE, JR., NEW JERSEY 
CHAIRMAN 

CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS, WASHINGTON 
RANKING MEMBER 

ONE HUNDRED SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS 

CCongress of the United States 
House of Representatives 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE 
2125 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6115 
 

Majority  (202) 225-2927 
Minority  (202) 225-3641 



The Honorable Jeff Baran 
Page 2 

 
cc: The Honorable Frank Pallone, Jr. 

Chairman 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
 
The Honorable Cathy McMorris Rodgers 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
 
The Honorable Fred Upton 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Energy 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 8, 2021 
 
 
The Honorable David A. Wright 
Commissioner 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission  
11555 Rockville Pike 
Rockville, MD 20852 
 
Dear Hon. Wright:  
 
 I am writing to confirm the invitation for you to testify before the Subcommittee on 
Energy and the Subcommittee on Environment and Climate Change of the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce on Wednesday, July 14, 2021, at 11:30 a.m. (EDT) in the John D. Dingell Room, 
2123 of the Rayburn House Office Building, as well as remotely via the Committee’s WebEx 
platform.  The Subcommittee hearing is entitled, “Keeping Us Safe and Secure: Oversight of the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission.”    
 

Information about requirements for witnesses appearing before the Committee is 
contained in the attached Witness Information Guidelines, as well as other referenced 
attachments.  If you have any questions regarding this invitation, please contact Lino Peña-
Martinez of the Committee staff at (202) 225-2927 or by email at lino.pena-
martinez@mail.house.gov.  
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Bobby L. Rush 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Energy 

 
 
 
 
Attachments 

FRANK PALLONE, JR., NEW JERSEY 
CHAIRMAN 

CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS, WASHINGTON 
RANKING MEMBER 

ONE HUNDRED SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS 

CCongress of the United States 
House of Representatives 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE 
2125 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6115 
 

Majority  (202) 225-2927 
Minority  (202) 225-3641 
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cc: The Honorable Frank Pallone, Jr. 

Chairman 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
 
The Honorable Cathy McMorris Rodgers 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
 
The Honorable Fred Upton 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Energy 
 
 
 



Witness Information Guidelines 
 

The following is a summary of the pertinent rules and procedures for witnesses invited to testify 
before the Committee on Energy and Commerce or one of its subcommittees: 

 
1. Advance Written Testimony:  Witnesses invited to testify before the Committee should 

submit their written testimony electronically in advance, no later than two (2) business 
days prior to the hearing.  Format for the electronic testimony is included below.  
Witnesses should review these guidelines to ensure they complete and submit all of the 
other required forms and information at the same time. 
 

2. Witness Submissions:  Written materials submitted to the Committee must be formatted 
in Microsoft Word.  Testimony and other required information should be emailed to 
Chloe Rodriguez at chloe.rodriguez@mail.house.gov, Perry Hamilton at 
perry.hamilton@mail.house.gov, and Lino Peña-Martinez at lino.pena-martinez 
@mail.house.gov.   In addition, please include the following in the body of the email: (1) 
Witness Name; (2) Witness Organization; (3) Name and Date of Hearing; and (4) 
Subcommittee conducting the hearing. The Committee cannot accept testimony 
submitted on a disk or flash drive. In addition to submitting testimony, all witnesses must 
sign and submit the “Truth in Testimony” form included in this packet at the same time, 
preferably no later than 2 business days before the hearing. Details about completing and 
submitting the disclosure form and other required information are included in guideline # 
4. 
  

3. Electronic Testimony Format:  The Rules and procedures of the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce require each witness to submit his or her testimony in an electronic 
format prescribed by the Chair. Testimony submitted in electronic form will be used to 
produce the printed hearing record, and will be converted to HTML or Adobe Portable 
Document Format (PDF) and posted to the Committee on Energy and Commerce website 
at http://energycommerce.house.gov/. Compliance with the requirements will also 
facilitate the distribution of advance witness testimony and help the Committee to 
minimize the costs of publishing the hearing record. 

 
4. Truth-in-Testimony Form: As noted above, all witnesses are required to verify whether 

he or she is a governmental or non-governmental witness and, regardless of what type of 
witness, complete and sign the Truth in Testimony form accordingly.  House rule XI, 
clause 2(g)(5) requires that non-governmental witnesses appearing before the committee 
to submit to the Committee at least 24 hours in advance of the hearing “a curriculum 
vitae; a disclosure of any Federal grants or contracts, or contracts, grants, or payments 
originating with a foreign government, received during the past 36 months by the witness 
or by an entity represented by the witness and related to the subject matter of the hearing; 
and a disclosure of whether the witness is a fiduciary (including, but not limited to, a 
director, officer, advisor, or resident agent) of any organization or entity that has an 
interest in the subject matter of the hearing.”  The “Truth in Testimony Disclosure Form” 
and user instructions are attached to these guidelines to assist witnesses in complying with 
this requirement. 
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5. The witness to provide the Committee with two (2) printed copies of his or her 

written statement: These two printed copies are in addition to the electronic version 
required in guideline #1. The printed copies of witness testimony and document 
submission may either be brought to the hearing by the witness or delivered prior to the 
start of the hearing.  The two copies of testimony should be given to the hearing clerk at 
the hearing or to the staff in the Committee’s front office in room 2125 of the Rayburn 
House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515.  

 
6. Summary of Testimony:  At the hearing, each witness will be asked to orally 

summarize his or her written testimony in five (5) minutes or less to maximize the 
time available for discussion and questions. 

 
7. Transcript of Hearing:  House rule XI, clause 2(e)(1)(A) of the Rules of the House 

requires the Committee to keep a written record of committee hearings that is a 
substantially verbatim account of remarks made during the proceedings, subject only 
to technical, grammatical, and typographical corrections. Your testimony, the 
transcript of the hearing, and any other material that the Committee agrees to include 
in the hearing record (subject to space limitations) will be published as a record of the 
hearing.  Witnesses who wish to review their verbatim remarks transcribed during the 
hearing should consult with their subcommittee point-of-contact for directions to 
viewing the unedited transcript. 

 
8. Special Accommodations:  Witnesses with disabilities should contact Committee 

staff to arrange any necessary accommodations.  Such requests should be made as 
soon as receiving an invitation to testify. 

 
9. Committee Jurisdiction in the 117th Congress:  The jurisdiction of the Committee on 

Energy and Commerce is set forth in House Rule X, clauses 1(f), 2, 3(e), and 4(e). The 
text of this rule is appended to these guidelines. 

 
10. Committee Rules for the 117th Congress:  The rules of the Committee on Energy 

and Commerce that govern this hearing are both attached and available online at: 
 

https://energycommerce.house.gov/committee-activity/business-meetings/full-committee-
organizational-meeting-january-26-2021 
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11. Congressional Voluntary Witness Diversity Survey:  The Congressional Tri-Caucus 
Diversity Initiative, sponsored by the Congressional Black Caucus (CBC), 
Congressional Hispanic Caucus (CHC), and the Congressional Pacific Asian Caucus 
(CPAC), has prepared a voluntary, anonymous online survey that Committee 
witnesses may take and submit, if they chose to participate.  The submitted responses 
to this survey will be stored on a secure House server and only accessed by the Tri-
Caucus initiative staff members.  Their goal is to gather data about the diversity of 
expert witnesses who testify before House committees and to better understand the 
extent to which our policies and legislation are inclusive and work for Americans of 
all backgrounds.  The Committee on Energy and Commerce is pleased to assist in this 
effort.  For full information, please refer to attachment 6, titled “6_Voluntary Tri-
Caucus Diversity Initative_Witness Survey.”  The hyperlink to access and submit 
answers to this online survey is actually included in attachment # 6 at the bottom of 
the page. 

 
 
If you have any further questions regarding the procedures or rules relating to appearing as 
a witness before this committee, please contact the staff member who sent you this 
information or call the Committee on Energy and Commerce staff at (202) 225-2927. 



Truth in Testimony Disclosure Form

Witness Name: 

Position/Title: 

Witness Type: Governmental Non-governmental 

Are you representing yourself or an organization? Self       Organization

Committee: 

Subcommittee: 

Hearing Date: 

Hearing         :   

If you are a non-governmental witness, please list any federal grants or contracts (including subgrants or 
subcontracts) related to the hearing’s subject matter that you or the organization(s) you represent at this 
hearing received in the current calendar year and previous . Include the source and amount of 
each grant or contract. If necessary, attach additional sheet(s) to provide more information.

In accordance with Rule XI, clause 2(g)(5)*  of the Rules of the House of Representatives, witnesses are asked  

If you are a non-governmental witness, please list any contracts  or payments originating with a 
foreign government and related to the hearing’s subject matter that you or the organization(s) you 
represent at this hearing received in the current year and previous . Include the amount and 
country of origin of each contract  payment. If necessary, attach additional sheet(s) to provide more 
information.

If you are representing an organization, please list what entity or entities you are representing:

Energy and Commerce

Energy

Subject

0 0 

0 0 



*Rule XI, clause 2(g)(5), of the U.S. House of Representatives provides:
(5)(A) Each committee shall, to the greatest extent practicable, require witnesses who appear before it to submit in advance written

statements of proposed testimony and to limit their initial presentations to the committee to brief summaries thereof.
(B) In the case of a witness appearing in a nongovernmental capacity, a written statement of proposed testimony shall include a

curriculum vitae and a disclosure of any Federal grants or contracts, or contracts or payments originating with a foreign government,
received during the current calendar year or either of the two previous calendar years by the witness or by an entity represented by the
witness and related to the subject matter of the hearing.

(C) The disclosure referred to in subdivision (B) shall include—
(i) the amount and source of each Federal grant (or subgrant thereof) or contract (or subcontract thereof) related to the subject

matter of the hearing; and
(ii) the amount and country of origin of any payment or contract related to the subject matter of the hearing originating with a

foreign government.
(D) Such statements, with appropriate redactions to protect the privacy or security of the witness, shall be made publicly available in

electronic form not later than one day after the witness appears.

Witness signature Date

If you are a non-government  witness, please ensure that you attach the following documents to this 
disclosure. Check both boxes to acknowledge that you have done so.

Written statement of proposed testimony

Curriculum vitae
□ 
□ 



 

USER GUIDE FOR THE TRUTH IN TESTIMONY DISCLOSURE FORM  10 

Technical Instructions for Witnesses  

You have been provided a fillable PDF form.  Please complete this form using Adobe Acrobat Reader or a 
similar Adobe Acrobat product like: Nitro or CutePDF.    

To complete the fillable PDF:  

1. Save the form to a location on your computer or network that you can remember. 

2. Open the form in Adobe Acrobat Reader or any similar Adobe Acrobat product. 

3. Complete all applicable fields. 

4. Save form. 

5. Return form to the committee via email. 

6. Follow the committee’s guidance with regard to matter of content and the signature page. 



ONE HUNDRED SEVENTEENTH CONGRESS 
RULES 

CCommittee on Energy and Commerce 
House of Representatives 

Adopted January 28, 2021 

 

RULE 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

(a) Rules of the Committee.  The Rules of the House are the rules of the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce (the “Committee”) and its subcommittees 
so far as is applicable. 

 
(b) Rules of the Subcommittees.  Each subcommittee of the Committee is part of 

the Committee and is subject to the authority and direction of the Committee 
and to its rules so far as is applicable.  Written rules adopted by the Committee, 
not inconsistent with the Rules of the House, shall be binding on each 
subcommittee of the Committee. 

 

RULE 2. BUSINESS MEETINGS/MARKUPS 

(a) Regular Meeting Days. The Committee shall meet on the fourth Tuesday of 
each month at 10 a.m., for the consideration of bills, resolutions, and other 
business, if the House is in session on that day.  If the House is not in session on 
that day and the Committee has not met during such month, the Committee 
shall meet at the earliest practicable opportunity when the House is again in 
session.  The chair of the Committee may, at his or her discretion, cancel, delay, 
or defer any meeting required under this section, after consultation with the 
ranking minority member.  
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(b) Additional Meetings.  The chair may call and convene, as he or she considers 
necessary, additional meetings of the Committee for the consideration of any 
bill or resolution pending before the Committee or for the conduct of other 
Committee business.  The Committee shall meet for such purposes pursuant to 
that call of the chair. 

 
(c) Notice.  The date, time, place, and subject matter of any meeting of the 

Committee (other than a hearing) shall be announced at least 36 hours 
(exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays except when the House is 
in session on such days) in advance of the commencement of such meeting.  In 
no event shall such meeting commence earlier than the third calendar day 
(excluding Saturdays, Sundays, or legal holidays except when the House is in 
session on such a day) on which members have notice thereof. 

 
(d) Agenda.  The agenda for each Committee meeting, setting out all items of 

business to be considered, shall be provided to each member of the Committee 
at least 36 hours in advance of such meeting. 

 
(e) Availability of Texts.  No bill, recommendation, or other matter shall be 

considered by the Committee unless the text of the matter, together with an 
explanation, has been available to members of the Committee for three days (or 
24 hours in the case of a substitute for introduced legislation).  Such 
explanation shall include a summary of the major provisions of the legislation, 
an explanation of the relationship of the matter to present law, and a summary 
of the need for the legislation. 

 
(f) Waiver.  The requirements of subsections (c), (d), and (e) may be waived by a 

majority of those present and voting (a majority being present) of the 
Committee or by the chair with the concurrence of the ranking member, as the 
case may be. 
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RULE 3. HEARINGS 

(a) Notice.  The date, time, place, and subject matter of any hearing of the 
Committee shall be announced at least one week in advance of the 
commencement of such hearing, unless a determination is made in accordance 
with clause 2(g)(3) of Rule XI of the Rules of the House that there is good 
cause to begin the hearing sooner. 
 

(b) Memorandum.  Each member of the Committee shall be provided, except in 
the case of unusual circumstances, with a memorandum at least 48 hours before 
each hearing explaining (1) the purpose of the hearing and (2) the names of any 
witnesses. 

 
(c) Witnesses. (1)  Each witness who is to appear before the Committee shall file 

with the clerk of the Committee, at least two working days in advance of his or 
her appearance, sufficient copies, as determined by the chair of the Committee 
of a written statement of his or her proposed testimony to provide to members 
and staff of the Committee, the news media, and the general public.  Each 
witness shall, to the greatest extent practicable, also provide a copy of such 
written testimony in an electronic format prescribed by the chair.  Each witness 
shall limit his or her oral presentation to a brief summary of the argument.  The 
chair of the Committee or the presiding member may waive the requirements of 
this paragraph or any part thereof. 

(2)  To the greatest extent practicable, the written testimony of each witness 
appearing in a nongovernmental capacity shall include a curriculum vitae and a 
disclosure of any Federal grants or contracts or foreign government contracts and 
payments related to the subject matter of the hearing received during the current 
calendar year or either of the two preceding calendar years by the witness or by an 
entity represented by the witness.  The disclosure shall include (i) the amount and 
source of each Federal grant (or subgrant thereof) or contract (or subcontract 
thereof) related to the subject matter of the hearing; and (ii) the amount and 
country of origin of any payment or contract related to the subject matter of the 
hearing originating with a foreign government. 
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(d)  Questioning. (1) The right to question the witnesses before the Committee 
shall alternate between majority and minority members.  Each member shall be 
limited to 5 minutes for the questioning of witnesses until such time as each 
member who so desires has had an opportunity to question witnesses.  No member 
shall be recognized for a second period of 5 minutes to question a witness until 
each member of the Committee present has been recognized once for that purpose.  
The chair shall recognize in order of appearance members who were not present 
when the meeting was called to order after all members who were present when the 
meeting was called to order have been recognized in the order of seniority on the 
Committee or relevant subcommittee, as the case may be. 

(2)  The chair, with the concurrence of the ranking minority member, or the 
Committee by motion, may permit an equal number of majority and minority 
members to question a witness for a specified, total period that is equal for each 
side and not longer than 30 minutes for each side.  The chair, with the concurrence 
of the ranking minority member, or the Committee by motion, may also permit 
committee staff of the majority and minority to question a witness for a specified, 
total period that is equal for each side and not longer than 30 minutes for each side. 

(3)  Each member may submit to the chair of the Committee additional questions 
for the record, to be answered by the witnesses who have appeared.  Each member 
shall provide a copy of the questions in an electronic format to the clerk of the 
Committee no later than 10 business days following a hearing.  The chair shall 
transmit all questions received from members of the Committee to the appropriate 
witnesses and include the transmittal letter and the responses from the witnesses in 
the hearing record.  After consultation with the ranking minority member, the chair 
is authorized to close the hearing record no earlier than 120 days from the date the 
questions were transmitted to the appropriate witnesses. 

 

RULE 4. VICE CHAIR; PRESIDING MEMBER 

The chair shall designate a member of the majority party to serve as vice chair of 
the Committee, and shall designate a majority member of each subcommittee to 
serve as vice chair of each subcommittee.  The vice chair of the Committee or 
subcommittee, as the case may be, shall preside at any meeting or hearing during 
the temporary absence of the chair.  If the chair and vice chair of the Committee or 
subcommittee are not present at any meeting or hearing, the most senior ranking 
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member of the majority party who is present shall preside at the meeting or 
hearing. 
 

RULE 5. OPEN PROCEEDINGS 

Except as provided by the Rules of the House, each meeting and hearing of the 
Committee for the transaction of business, including the markup of legislation, and 
each hearing, shall be open to the public, including to radio, television, and still 
photography coverage, consistent with the provisions of Rule XI of the Rules of 
the House. 

 

RULE 6. QUORUM 

Testimony may be taken and evidence received at any hearing at which there are 
present not fewer than two members of the Committee or subcommittee in 
question.  A majority of the members of the Committee or subcommittee shall 
constitute a quorum for those actions for which the House Rules require a majority 
quorum.  For the purposes of taking any other action, one-third of the members of 
the Committee shall constitute a quorum. 

 

RULE 7. OFFICIAL COMMITTEE RECORDS 

(a)(1) Documents reflecting the proceedings of the Committee shall be made 
publicly available in electronic form on the Committee’s website and in the 
Committee office for inspection by the public, as provided in Rule XI, clause 2(e) 
of the Rules of the House not more than 24 hours after each meeting has 
adjourned, including a record showing those present at each meeting; and a record 
of the vote on any question on which a record vote is demanded, including a 
description of the amendment, motion, order, or other proposition, the name of 
each member voting for and each member voting against such amendment, motion, 
order, or proposition, and the names of those members of the committee present 
but not voting. 

(2) Record Votes. A record vote may be demanded by one-fifth of the members 
present or, in the apparent absence of a quorum, by any one member.  No demand 
for a record vote shall be made or obtained except for the purpose of procuring a 
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record vote or in the apparent absence of a quorum.   
 

(b) Postponement of Votes.  In accordance with clause 2(h)(4) of Rule XI of the 
Rules of the House, the chair of the Committee or a subcommittee, after 
consultation with the ranking minority member of the Committee or subcommittee, 
may (A) postpone further proceedings when a record vote is ordered on the 
question of approving a measure or matter or on adopting an amendment; and (B) 
resume proceedings on a postponed question at any time after reasonable notice.  
When proceedings resume on a postponed question, notwithstanding any 
intervening order for the previous question, an underlying proposition shall remain 
subject to further debate or amendment to the same extent as when the question 
was postponed. 
 

(c) Archived Records.  The records of the Committee at the National Archives and 
Records Administration shall be made available for public use in accordance with 
Rule VII of the Rules of the House.  The chair shall notify the ranking minority 
member of any decision, pursuant to clause 3 (b)(3) or clause 4 of the Rule, to 
withhold a record otherwise available, and the matter shall be presented to the 
Committee for a determination on the written request of any member of the 
Committee.  The chair shall consult with the ranking minority member on any 
communication from the Archivist of the United States or the Clerk of the House 
concerning the disposition of noncurrent records pursuant to clause 3(b) of the 
Rule. 
 

RULE 8. SUBCOMMITTEES 

(a) Establishment.  There shall be such standing subcommittees with such 
jurisdiction and size as determined by the majority party caucus of the 
Committee.  The jurisdiction, number, and size of the subcommittees shall be 
determined by the majority party caucus prior to the start of the process for 
establishing subcommittee chairs and assignments. 
 

(b) Powers and Duties.  Each subcommittee is authorized to meet, hold hearings, 
receive testimony, mark up legislation, and report to the Committee on all 
matters referred to it.  Subcommittee chairs shall set hearing and meeting dates 
only with the approval of the chair of the Committee with a view toward 
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assuring the availability of meeting rooms and avoiding simultaneous 
scheduling of Committee and subcommittee meetings or hearings whenever 
possible. 
 

(c) Ratio of Subcommittees.  The majority caucus of the Committee shall 
determine an appropriate ratio of majority to minority party members for each 
subcommittee and the chair shall negotiate that ratio with the minority party, 
provided that the ratio of party members on each subcommittee shall be no less 
favorable to the majority than that of the full Committee, nor shall such ratio 
provide for a majority of less than two majority members. 

 
(d) Selection of Subcommittee Members.  Prior to any organizational meeting held 

by the Committee, the majority and minority caucuses shall select their 
respective members of the standing subcommittees. 

 
(e) Ex Officio Members.  The chair and ranking minority member of the 

Committee shall be ex officio members with voting privileges of each 
subcommittee of which they are not assigned as members and may be counted 
for purposes of establishing a quorum in such subcommittees. 
 

RULE 9. OPENING STATEMENTS 

(a) Written Statements.  All written opening statements at hearings and business 
meetings conducted by the Committee shall be made part of the permanent 
record. 
 

(b) Length. (1) At full committee hearings, the chair and ranking minority member 
shall be limited to 5 minutes each for an opening statement, and may designate 
another member to give an opening statement of not more than 5 minutes.  At 
subcommittee hearings, the subcommittee chair and ranking minority member 
of the subcommittee shall be limited to 5 minutes each for an opening 
statement.  In addition, the full committee chair and ranking minority member 
shall each be allocated 5 minutes for an opening statement for themselves or 
their designees at subcommittee hearings. 
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(2) At any business meeting of the Committee, statements shall be limited to 5 
minutes each for the chair and ranking minority member (or their respective 
designee) of the Committee or subcommittee, as applicable, and 3 minutes each 
for all other members.  The chair may further limit opening statements for 
Members (including, at the discretion of the chair, the chair and ranking 
minority member) to one minute. 
 

RULE 10. REFERENCE OF LEGISLATION AND OTHER MATTERS 

All legislation and other matters referred to the Committee shall be referred to the 
subcommittee of appropriate jurisdiction within two weeks of the date of receipt by 
the Committee unless: (1) action is taken by the full Committee within those two 
weeks, or (2) by majority vote of the members of the Committee, consideration is 
to be by the full Committee.  In the case of legislation or other matters within the 
jurisdiction of more than one subcommittee, the chair of the Committee may, in his 
or her discretion, refer the  matter simultaneously to two or more subcommittees 
for concurrent consideration, or may designate a subcommittee of primary 
jurisdiction and also refer the matter to one or more additional subcommittees for 
consideration in sequence (subject to appropriate time limitations), either on its 
initial referral or after the matter has been reported by the subcommittee of primary 
jurisdiction.  Such authority shall include the authority to refer such legislation or 
matter to an ad hoc subcommittee appointed by the chair, with the approval of the 
Committee, from the members of the subcommittees having legislative or 
oversight jurisdiction. 
 

RULE 11. MANAGING LEGISLATION ON THE HOUSE FLOOR 

The chair, in his or her discretion, shall designate which member shall manage 
legislation reported by the Committee to the House. 
 

RULE 12. COMMITTEE PROFESSIONAL AND CLERICAL STAFF 
APPOINTMENTS 

(a) Delegation of Staff.  Whenever the chair of the Committee determines that any 
professional staff member appointed pursuant to the provisions of clause 9 of 
Rule X of the House of Representatives, who is assigned to such chair and not 
to the ranking minority member, by reason of such professional staff member’s 
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expertise or qualifications will be of assistance to one or more subcommittees in 
carrying out their assigned responsibilities, he or she may delegate such staff 
member to such subcommittees for such purpose.  A delegation of a member of 
the professional staff pursuant to this subsection shall be made after 
consultation with subcommittee chairs and with the approval of the 
subcommittee chair or chairs involved. 
 

(b) Minority Professional Staff.  Professional staff members appointed pursuant to 
clause 9 of Rule X of the House of Representatives, who are assigned to the 
ranking minority member of the Committee and not to the chair of the 
Committee, shall be assigned to such Committee business as the minority party 
members of the Committee consider advisable. 

 
(c) Additional Staff Appointments.  In addition to the professional staff appointed 

pursuant to clause 9 of Rule X of the House of Representatives, the chair of the 
Committee shall be entitled to make such appointments to the professional and 
clerical staff of the Committee as may be provided within the budget approved 
for such purposes by the Committee.  Such appointee shall be assigned to such 
business of the full Committee as the chair of the Committee considers 
advisable. 
 

(d) Sufficient Staff.  The chair shall ensure that sufficient staff is made available to 
each subcommittee to carry out its responsibilities under the rules of the 
Committee. 

 
(e) Fair Treatment of Minority Members in Appointment of Committee Staff.  

The chair shall ensure that the minority members of the Committee are treated 
fairly in appointment of Committee staff. 

 
(f) Contracts for Temporary or Intermittent Services.  Any contract for the 

temporary services or intermittent service of individual consultants or 
organizations to make studies or advise the Committee or its subcommittees 
with respect to any matter within their jurisdiction shall be deemed to have been 
approved  by a majority of the members of the Committee if approved by the 
chair and ranking minority member of the Committee.  Such approval shall not 
be deemed to have been given if at least one-third of the members of the 



10 
 

Committee request in writing that the Committee formally act on such a 
contract, if the request is made within 10 days after the latest date on which 
such chair or chairs, and such ranking minority member or members, approve 
such contract. 
 

RULE 13. SUPERVISION, DUTIES OF STAFF  

(a) Supervision of Majority Staff.  The professional and clerical staff of the 
Committee not assigned to the minority shall be under the supervision and 
direction of the chair who, in consultation with the chairs of the subcommittees, 
shall establish and assign the duties and responsibilities of such staff members 
and delegate such authority as they determine is appropriate. 
 

(b) Supervision of Minority Staff.  The professional and clerical staff assigned to 
the minority shall be under the supervision and direction of the minority 
members of the Committee, who may delegate such authority as they determine 
appropriate. 

 

RULE 14. COMMITTEE BUDGET 

(a) Administration of Committee Budget.  The chair of the Committee, in 
consultation with the ranking minority member, shall for the 116th Congress 
attempt to ensure that the Committee receives necessary amounts for 
professional and clerical staff, travel, investigations, equipment, and 
miscellaneous expenses of the Committee and the subcommittees, which shall 
be adequate to fully discharge the Committee’s responsibilities for legislation 
and oversight. 
 

(b) Monthly Expenditures Report.  Committee members shall be furnished a copy 
of each monthly report, prepared by the chair for the Committee on House 
Administration, which shows expenditures made during the reporting period 
and cumulative for the year by the Committee and subcommittees, anticipated 
expenditures for the projected Committee program, and detailed information on 
travel. 
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RULE 15. BROADCASTING OF COMMITTEE HEARINGS 

Any meeting or hearing that is open to the public may be covered in whole or in 
part by radio or television or still photography, subject to the requirements of 
clause 4 of Rule XI of the Rules of the House.  The coverage of any hearing or 
other proceeding of the Committee or any subcommittee thereof by television, 
radio, or still photography shall be under the direct supervision of the chair of the 
Committee, the subcommittee chair, or other member of the Committee presiding 
at such hearing or other proceeding and may be terminated by such member in 
accordance with the Rules of the House. 

 

RULE 16. SUBPOENA POWER 

The power to authorize and issue subpoenas is delegated to the chair of the full 
Committee, as provided for under clause 2(m)(3)(A)(i) of Rule XI of the Rules of 
the House of Representatives.  The chair shall notify the ranking minority member 
prior to issuing any subpoena under such authority.  To the extent practicable, the 
chair shall consult with the ranking minority member at least 72 hours in advance 
of a subpoena being issued under such authority.  The chair shall report to the 
members of the Committee on the issuance of a subpoena as soon as practicable 
but in no event later than one week after issuance of such subpoena. 

 

RULE 17. TRAVEL OF MEMBERS AND STAFF 

(a) Approval of Travel. Consistent with the primary expense resolution and such 
additional expense resolutions as may have been approved, travel to be 
reimbursed from funds set aside for the Committee for any member or any staff 
member shall be paid only upon the prior authorization of the chair.  Travel 
may be authorized by the chair for any member and any staff member in 
connection with the attendance of hearings conducted by the Committee or any 
subcommittee thereof and meetings, conferences, and investigations that 
involve activities or subject matter under the general jurisdiction of the 
Committee.  Before such authorization is given, there shall be submitted to the 
chair in writing the following: (1) the purpose of the travel; (2) the dates during 
which the travel is to be made and the date or dates of the event for which the 
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travel is being made; (3) the location of the event for which the travel is to be 
made; and (4) the names of members and staff seeking authorization. 
 

(b) Approval of Travel by Minority Members and Staff.  In the case of travel by 
minority party members and minority party staff members for the purpose set 
out in (a), the prior approval, not only of the chair but also of the ranking 
minority member, shall be required.  Such prior authorization shall be given by 
the chair only upon the representation by the ranking minority member in 
writing setting forth those items enumerated in (1), (2), (3), and (4) of 
paragraph (a). 

 

RULE 18. WEBSITE 

The chair shall maintain an official Committee website for the purposes of 
furthering the Committee’s legislative and oversight responsibilities, including 
communicating information about the Committee’s activities to Committee 
members and other members of the House.  The ranking minority member may 
maintain an official website for the purpose of carrying out official responsibilities, 
including communicating information about the activities of the minority members 
of the Committee to Committee members and other members of the House. 

 

RULE 19. CONFERENCES 

The chair of the Committee is directed to offer a motion under clause 1 of Rule 
XXII of the Rules of the House whenever the chair considers it appropriate. 
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(15) Strategic and critical mate­
rials necessary for the common de­
fense . 

(16) Cemeteries administered by 
the Department of Defense. 
(d) Committee on the Budget. 

(1) Concurrent resolutions on the 
budget (as defined in section 3(4) of 
the Congressional Budget Act of 
1974) , other matters i·equired to be 
referred to the committee under ti­
tles m and IV of that Act, and 
other measm·es setting forth appro­
priate levels of budget totals for 
the United States Government. 

(2) Budget process generally . 
(3) Establishment, extension, and 

enforcement of special controls 
over the Federal budget, including 
the budgetary treatment of off­
budget Federal agencies and meas­
ures providing exemption from re­
duction under any order issued 
under part C of the Balanced Budg­
et and Emergency Deficit Control 
Act of 1985. 
(e) Committee on Education and 

Labor. 
(1) Child labor. 
(2) Gallaudet University and 

Howard University and Hospital. 
(3) Convict labor and the entry of 

goods made by convicts into inter­
state commerce. 

(4) Food programs for children in 
schools. 

(5) Labor standards and statis­
tics. 

(6) Education or laboi· generally. 
(7) Mediation and arbitration of 

labor disputes. 
(8) Regulation or prevention of 

importation of foreign laborers 
under contract. 

(9) Workers' compensation. 
(10) Vocational rehabilitation. 
(11) Wages and hours of labor. 
(12) Welfare of miners. 
(13) Work incentive programs. 
(14) Organization, administration, 

and general management of the De­
partment of Education. 

(15) Organization, administration, 
and general management of the De­
partment of Labor. ------­
(fJ Committee on Energy and' C'0m-

merce. 
(lJ Biomedical research and de ­

velopment. 
(2) Consumer affairs and con­

sumer protection. 
(3) Health and health facilities 

(except health care supported by 
payroll deductions). 

(4) Interstate energy compacts. 
(5) Interstate and foreign com­

merce generally. 
(6) Exploration, production, stor­

age, supply, marketing, pricing, 
and regulation of energy resources, 
including all fossil fuels, solar en­
ergy, and other unconventional or 
renewable energy resources. 

(7) Conservation of energy re­
sources . 

(8) Energy information generally. 
(9) The generation and marketing 

of power (except by federally char­
tered or Federal regional power 
marketing · authorities); reliability 
and interstate transmission of, ancl 
ratemaking for, all power; and 
siting of generation facilities (ex­
cept the installation of inter­
connections between Government 
waterpower projects). 

(10) General management of the 
Department of Energy and manage­
ment and all functions of the Fed­
eral Energy Regulatory Commis­
sion. 

(11) National energy pollcy gen­
erally. 

(12) Public health and quarantine. 
(13) Regulation of the domestic 

nuclear energy industry, including 
regulation of research and develop­
ment reactors and nuclear regu­
latory research. 

(14) Regulation of interstate and 
foreign communications. 

(15) Travel and tourism. 
The committee shall have the same 
jurisdiction with respect to regula­
tion of nuclear facilities and of use of 
nuclear energy as it bas with respect 
to regulation of nonnuclear facilities 
and of use of nonnuclear energy. 

(g) Committee on Ethics. 
The Code of Official Conduct. 

(b) Co=ittee on Financial Serv­
ices. 

(1) Banks and banking, including 
deposit insurance and Federal mon­
etary policy. 

(2) Economic stabilization, de­
fense production, renegotiation, 
and control of the price of commod­
ities, rents, and services. 

(3) Financial aid to commerce 
and industry (other than transpor­
tation). 

(4) Insm-ance generally. 
(5) International finance. 
(6) International financial and 

monetary organizations. 
(7) Money and credit, inclucling 

currency and the issuance of notes 
and redemption thereof; gold and 
silver, including the coinage there­
of; valuation and revaluation of the 
dollar. 

(8) Public ancl private housing. 
(9) Securities and exchanges. 
(10) Urban development. 

(i) Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
(1) Relations of the United States 

with foreign nations generally. 
(2) Acquisition of land and build­

ings for embassies and legations in 
foreign countries. 

(3) Establishment of boundary 
lines between the United States 
and foreign nations. 

(4) Export controls, including 
nonproliferation of nuclear tech­
nology and nuclear hardware. 

(5) Foreign loans. 
(6) International commodity 

agreements (other than those in­
volving sugar), including all agree-
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ments for cooperation in the export 
of nuclear technology and nuclear 
hardware. 

(7) International conferences and 
congresses. 

(8) International education. 
(9) Intervention abroad and dec­

larations of war. 
(10) Diplomatic service. 
(11) Measures to foster commer­

cial intercourse with foreign na­
tions and to safeguard American 
business interests abroad. 

(12) International economic pol­
icy. 

(13) Neutrality. 
(14) Protection of American citi­

zens abroad and expatriation. 
(15) The American National Reel 

Cross. 
(16) Trading with the enemy. 
(17) United Nations organiza­

tions. 
(j) Committee on Homeland Secu­

i·ity, 
(1) Overall homeland sec1u·ity pol­

icy. 
(2) Organization, administration, 

and general management of the De­
partment of Homeland Security. 

(3) Functions of the Department 
of Homeland Security relating to 
the following: 

(A) Border and port security 
(except immigration policy and 
non-border enforcement). 

(B) Customs (except customs 
revenue) . 

(C) Integration, analysis, and 
dissemination of homeland secu­
rity information. 

(D) Domestic preparedness for 
and collective response to ter­
rorism. 

(E) Research and development. 
(F) Transportation security. 

(k) Committee on House Adminis• 
tration. 

(1) Appropriations from accounts 
for committee salaries ancl ex­
penses (except for the Committee 
on Appropriations); House Informa­
tion Resources; and allowance and 
expenses of Members, Delegates, 
the Resident Commissioner, offi­
cers, and administrative offices of 
the House . 

(2) Auditing and settling of all ac­
counts described in subparagraph 
(1) . 

(3) Employment of persons by the 
House, including staff for Members, 
Delegates, the Resident Commis­
sioner, and committees; and report­
ers of debates, subject to rule VI. 

(4) Except as provided in para­
graph (r)(ll), the Library of Con­
gress, including management there­
of; the House Library; statuary and 
pictures; acceptance or purchase of 
works of art for the Capitol; the 
Botanic Garden; and purchase of 
books and manuscripts. 

(5) The Smithsonian Institution 
and the incorporation of similar in-
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cial aid, regulatory flexibility, and 
paperwork reduction. 

(2) Participation of small-busi­
ness enterprises in Federal procure­
ment and Government contracts. 
(r) Committee on Transportation 

and Infrastructure. 
(1) Coast Guard, including life­

saving service, lighthouses, 
lightships, ocean derelicts, and the 
Coast Guard Academy. 

(2) Federal management of emer­
gencies and natural disasters. 

(3) Flood control and improve­
ment of rivers and harbors. 

(4) Inland waterways. 
(5) Inspection of merchant marine 

vessels, lights and signals, life­
saving equipment, and fire protec­
tion on such vessels. 

(6) Navigation and laws relating 
thereto, including pilotage. 

(7) Registering and licensing of 
vessels and small boats. 

(8) Rules and international ar­
rangements to prevent collisions at 
sea. 

(9) The Capitol Building and the 
Senate and House Office Buildings. 
. (10) Construction or maintenance 
of roads and post roads (other than 
appropriations therefor). 

(11) Constrnction or reconstruc­
tion, maintenance, and care of 
buildings and grounds of the Bo­
tanic Garden, the Library of Con­
gress, and the Smithsonian Institu­
tion. 

(12) Merchant marine (except for 
national security aspects thereof). 

(13) Purchase of sites ancl con­
struction of post offices, . custom­
houses, Federal courthouses, and 
Government buildings within the 
District of Columbia. 

(H) Oil and other pollution of 
navigable waters, including inland, 
coastal, and ocean waters. 

(15) Marine affairs, including 
coastal zone management, as they 
relate to oil and other pollution of 
navigable waters. 

(16) Public buildings and occupied 
or improved grounds of the United 
States generally. 

(17) Public works for the benefit 
of navigation, including bridges 
and dams (other than international 
bridges and clams). 

(18) Related transportation regu­
latory agencies (except the Trans­
portation Security Administra­
tion) . 

(19) Roads and the safety thereof. 
(20) Transportation, including 

civil aviation, railroads, water 
transportation, transportation 
safety (except automobile safety 
and transportation secm·ity func­
tions of the Department of Home­
land Secm•ity), transportation in­
frastructure, transportation labor, 
and railroad retirement and unem­
ployment (except revenue m easures 
related thereto). 

(21) Water power. 

(s) Committee on Veterans' Affairs. 
(1) Veterans' measm·es generally. 
(2) Cemeteries of the United 

States in which veterans of any war 
or conflict are or may be btll'ied, 
whether in the United States or 
abroad (except cemeteries ad.minis­
tered by the Secretary of the Inte­
rior). 

(3) Compensation, vocational re­
habilitation, and education of vet­
erans. 

(4) Life insurance issued by the 
Government on account of service 
in the Armed Forces. 

(5) Pensions of all the wars of the 
United .States, general and special. 

(6) Readjustment of service­
members to civil life. 

(7) Servicemembers' civil relief. 
(8) Veterans' hospitals, medical 

care, and treatment of veterans. 
(t) Committee on Ways and Means. 

(1) Customs revenue, collection 
districts, and ports of entry and de­
livery. 

(2) Reciprocal trade agreements. 
(3) Revenue measures generally. 
(4) Revenue measures relating to 

insular possessions. 
(5) Bonded debt of the United 

States, subject to the last sentence 
of clause 4(f) . 

(6) Deposit of public monies. 
(7) Transportation of dutiable 

goods. 
(8) Tax exempt foundations and 

charitable trusts. 
(9) National social security (ex­

cept health care and facilities pro­
grams that are supported from gen­
eral revenues as opposed to payroll 
deductions ancl except work incen­
tive programs). 

General 01·ersight responsibilities 
2. (a) The various standing commit­

tees shall have general oversight re­
sponsibilities as provided in paragraph 
(b) in order to assist the House in-

(1) its analysis, appraisal, and eval­
uation of-

(A) the application, administra­
tion, execution, and effectiveness of 
Federal laws; and · 

(B) conditions and circumstances 
that may indicate the necessity or 
desirability of enacting new or ad­
ditional legislation; and 
(2) its formulation, consideration, 

and enactment of changes in Federal 
laws, and of such additional legisla­
tion as may be necessary or appro­
priate. 
(b)(l) In order to determine whether 

laws and programs adcl.ressing subjects 
within the jurisdiction of a committee 
are being implemented and carried out 
in accordance with the intent of Con­
gress and whether they should be con­
tinued, curtailed, or eliminated, each 
standing committee (other than the 
Committee on Appropriations) shall re­
view and study on a continuing basis-

(A) the application, administration, 
execution, and effectiveness of laws 
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and programs addressing subjects 
within its jurisdiction; 

(B) the organization and operation 
of Federal agencies and entities hav­
ing responsibilities for the adminis­
tration and execution of laws and 
programs addressing subjects within 
its jurisdiction; 

(C) any conditions or cir­
cumstances that may indicate the 
necessity or desirability of enacting 
new or additional legislation adcl.ress­
ing subjects within its jurisdiction 
(whether or not a bill or resolution 
has been introduced with respect 
thereto) ; ancl. 

(D) fut\ll'e research and forecasting 
on subjects within .its jurisdiction. 
(2) Each committee to which sub­

paragraph (1) applies having more than 
20 members shall establish an oversight 
subcommittee, or require its sub­
committees to conduct oversight in 
their respective jurisdictions, to assist 
in carrying out its responsibilities 
under this clause. The establishment of 
an oversight subcommittee does not 
limit the responsibility of a sub­
committee with legislative jurisdiction 
in carrying ont its oversight respon­
sibilities. 

(c) Each standing committee shall re­
view and study on a continuing basis 
the impact or probable impact of tax 
policies affecting snbjects within its 
jurisdiction as described in clauses 1 
and 3. 

(d)(l) Not later than March 1 of the 
first session of a Congress, the chair of 
each standing committee (other than 
the Committee on Appropriations, the 
Committee on Ethics, and the Com­
mittee on Rules) shall-

(A) prepare, in consultation with 
the ranking minority member, an 
oversight plan for that Congress; 

(B) provide a copy of that plan to 
each member of the committee for at 
least seven calendar days before its 
submission; and 

(C) submit that plan (including any 
supplemental, minority, additional ; 
or dissenting views submitted by a 
member of the committee) simulta­
neously to the Committee on Over­
sight and Reform and the Committee 
on House Administration. 
(2) In developing the plan, the chair 

of each committee shall, to the max­
immn extent feasible-

(A) consult with other committees 
that have jurisdiction ·over the same 
or related laws, programs, or agen­
cies with the objective of ensuring 
maximum coordination and coopera­
tion among committees when con­
ducting reviews of such laws, pro­
grams, or agencies and include in the 
plan an explanation of steps that 
have been or will be taken to ensure 
such coordination and cooperation; 

(B) review specific problems with 
Federal rules, regulations, statutes, 
and comt decisions that are ambig­
uous, arbitrary, or nonsensical, or 
that impose severe financial burdens 
on individuals; 
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(C) give priority consideration to 
including in the plan the review of 
those laws, programs, or agencies op­
erating under permanent budget au­
thority or permanent statutory au­
thority; 

(D) have a view toward ensuring 
that all significant laws, programs, 
or agencies within the committee's 
jru·isdiction are subject to review 
every 10 years; and 

(E) have a view toward insuring 
against duplication of Federal pro­
grams. 
(3) Not later than April 15 in the first 

session of a Congress, after consulta­
tion with the Speaker, the Majority 
Leader, and the l\'1inority Leader, the 
Committee on Oversight and Reform 
shall report to the House the oversight 
plans submitted unde1· subparagraph (1) 
together with any reco=endations 
that it, or the Honse leadership group 
described above, may make to ensure 
the most effective coordination of 
oversight plans and otherwise to 
achieve the objectives of this clause. 

(e) The Speaker, with the approval of 
the House, may appoint special ad hoc 
oversight c01runittees for the purpose 
of reviewing specific matters within 
the jurisdiction of two or more stand­
Ing committees. 
Special oversight functions 

3. (a) The Committee on Appropria­
tions shall conduct such studies and 
examinations of the organization and 
operation of executive departments 
and other executive agencies (including 
an agency the majority of the stock of 
which is owned by the United States) 
as it considers necessary to assist it in 
the determination of matters within 
its jurisdiction. 

(b) The Committee on Armed Serv­
ices shall review and study on a con­
tinuing basis laws, programs, and Gov­
ernment activities relating to inter­
national arms control and disar­
mament and the education of military 
dependents in schools. 

(c) The Co1mnittee on the Budget 
shall study on a continuing basis the 
effect on budget· outlays of relevant ex­
isting and proposed legislation ancl re­
port the results of such studies to the 
House on a recurring basis. 

(d) The Committee on Education and 
Labor shall review, study, and coordi­
nate on a continuing basis laws, pro­
grams, and Government activities re­
lating to domestic educational pro­
grams and institutions and programs of 
student assistance within the jurisclic­
t!on of other committees. 

(e) The Committee on Energy ancl 
Commerce shall review and study on a 
continuing basis laws, programs, and 
Government activities relating to nu­
clear and other energy and nonmilitary 
nuclear energy research and develop­
ment including the disposal of nuclear 
waste . 

(f) The Committee on Foreign Affairs 
shall review aud study on a continuing 
basis laws, programs, and Government 
activities relating to customs adm.inis-
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tration, intelligence activities relating 
to foreign policy, international finan­
cial and monetary organizations, and 
international fishing agreements. 

(g)(l) The Committee on Homeland 
Security shall review and study on a 
continuing basis all Government ac­
tivities relating to homeland security, 
including the interaction of all depart­
ments and agencies with the Depart­
ment of Homeland Security. 

(2) In addition, the committee shall 
review and study on a p1·imary and cou­
tinuing basis all Government activi­
ties, programs and organizations . re­
lated to homeland security that fall 
within its primary legislative jurisdic­
tion. 

(h) The Committee on Natural Re­
sotu·ces shall 1·eview and study on a 
continuing basis laws, programs, and 
Government activities relating "to Na­
tive Americans. . 

(i) The Committee on Oversight and 
Reform shall review and study on a 
continuing basis the operation of Gov­
ernment activities at all levels, includ­
ing the Executive Office of the Presi­
dent. 

(i) The Conunittee on Rules shall re­
view and study on a continuing basis 
the congressional budget process, and 
the committee shall report !ts findings 
and recommendations to the House 
from time to time. 

(k) The Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology shall review 
and study on a continuing basis laws, 
programs, and Government activities 
relating to nonmilitary research· and 
development. 

(1) The Cornmittee on Small Business 
shall study and investigate on a con­
tinuing basis the problems of all types 
of small business. 

(m) The Permanent Select Com­
mittee on Intelligence shall review and 
study on a continuing basis laws, pro­
grams, and activities of the intel­
ligence community and shall review 
and study _on an exclusive basis the 
sotu·ces and methods of entities de­
scribed in clause ll(b)(l)(A). 
Additio1ial functions of committees 

4. (a)(l)(A) The Committee on Appro­
priations shall, within 30 days after the 
transmittal of the Budget to Congress 
each year, hold hearings on the Budget 
as a whole with particular reference 
to-

(i) the basic recommendations and 
budgetary policies of the President in 
the presentation of the Budget; and 

(ii) the fiscal, financial, and eco­
nomic assumptions used as bases in 
arriving at total estimated expendi­
tures and receipts. 
(B·) In holding hearings under sub­

di vision (A), the committee shall re­
ceive testimony from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, the Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget, the Chair­
man of the Council of Economic Advis­
ers , and such other persons as the com­
mittee may desire . 

(C) A hearing under subdivision (A), 
or any part thereof, shall be held in 
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open session, except when the com­
mittee, in open session and with a 
quorum present, determines by record 
vote that the testimony to be taken at 
that hearing on that day may be re­
lated to a matter of national sectu·ity. 
The committee may by the same proce­
dure close one subsequent day of hear­
ing. A transcript of all such hearings 
shall be printed and a copy thereof fur­
nished to each Member, Delegate, and 
the Resident Commissioner. 

(D) A hearing under subdivision (A), 
or any part thereof, may be held before 
a joint meeting of the committee and 
the Committee on Appropriations of 
the Senate in accordance with sucli 
procedures as the two committees 
jointly may determine. 

(2) Pursuant to section 401(b)(2) of 
the Congressional Budget A.ct of 1974, 
when a committee reports a bill or 
joint resolution that provides new enti­
tlement authority as defined in section 
3(9) of that Act, and enactment of the 
bill or joint resolution, as reported, 
would cause a breach of the commit­
tee's pertinent allocation of new bud 
get authority under section 302(a) of 
that A.ct, the bill or joint resolution 
may be referred to the · Cammi ttee on 
Appropriations with instructions to re­
port it with recommendations (which 
may include an amendme·nt limiting 
the total amount of new entitlement 
authority provided in the bill or joint 
resolution). If the Committee on Ap­
propriations fails to report a bill or 
joint resolution so referred within 15 
calendar days (not counting any day on 
which the House is not in session), the 
committee automatically shall be dis­
charged from consideration of the bill 
or joint resolution, and the bill or joint 
resolution shall be placed on the appro­
priate calendar. 

(3) In addition, the Committee on Ap­
propriations shall study on a con­
tinuing basis those provisions of law 
that (on the first day of the first fiscal 
year for which the congressional budg­
et process is effective) provide spending 
authority or permanent budget author­
ity and shall report to the House from 
time to time its recommendations for 
terminating or modifying such provi­
sions. 

(4) In the manner provided by section 
302 of the Congressional Budget A.ct of 
1974, the Committee on Appropriations 
(after consulting with the Committee 
on Appropriations of the Senate) shall 
subdivide any allocations made to it in 
the joint explanatory statement ac­
companying the conference report on 
such concurrent resolution, and 
promptly report the subdivisions to the 
House as soon as practicable after a 
concurrent resolution on the budget for 
a fiscal year is agreed to. 

(b) The Committee on the Budget 
shall-

(1) review on a continuing basis the 
conduct by the Congressional Budget 
Office of its functions and duties; 

(2) hold hearings and receive testi­
mony from Members, Senators, Dele­
gates, the Resident Commissioner, 
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11-nd such appropriate 1•epresentatives 
of Federal clepartmeuts and agencies, 
the general public, aud national ol'ga­
nizations as it consic1ers desirable in 
cleveloping conctU'L'ent resolutions on 
the budget for e11-ch fiscal year; 

(3) make all repol'ts l'equired of it 
by the OongTessional Budget Act of 
197,J; 

(4) stucly on a continuing basis 
those provisions of law that exempt 
Fecleral agencies or any of • their ac­
tivities or outlays from inclusion in 
the Budg·et of the Unitec1 States Gov­
el'llment, and .report to the Honse 
from time ·to time its l'eoommenc1a­
tions fol' terminating 01• modifying 
such provisions; · 

(6) study 011 a continuing basis pro­
posals designed to improve and facili­
tate the congressional bmlget proc­
ess, and repol't to the House from 
time to time the results of such stml­
ies, together with its 1'ecom111enda­
tions; ancl 

(6) request and evaluate continuing 
studies of ta::i: expenclitures, devise 
methods of coordinating tax ex1,endi­
tures, polioies, ancl programs· with di­
rect budget 0l,'tlays,. and report the 
results of such studies to the House 
on a recurring basis. 
(c)(l) The Committee on Oversight 

a11cl Reform shall-
(A) receive and examine reports of 

the Oompt1:oller General of the 
United States and submit to the 
House suob recommenclations as it 
consic1ers neoessal'y or desirable in 
connection with the subject matter 
of the i·eports: 

(B) evaluate the effects of laws en­
acted to reorganize the legislative 
and executive branches of the Gov­
ernment; and 

(0) study interg·overnmental rela­
tionships between the United States · 
and the States ancl municipalities 
and between the Unitecl States and 
international org·anizations of which 
the Unitec1 States is a member. 
(2) In addition to its duties under 

subpai'agraph (1), the Committee · on 
Oversight and Reform may at any time 
oondtict investigations of any matter 
without regard to clause 1, 2, 3, or this 
clause oonfening Jurisdlotion over the 
matter to another standing committee. 
The findings and recommendations of . 
the conii11ittee in such au investigation 
sliall be made available to any other 
stancl1ng committee having· jurisdic­
tion over the matter involved. 

(3)(A) The Committee on Oversight 
and Refo1'm may adopt a rule author• 
izlng and l'eg·ulatlng the taking of 
depositions by a member or counsel of · 
the committee, including pursuant to 
subpoena under clause 2(m) of :rule XI 
(which hereby is made applical)le for 
such purpose),. 

(B) A rule adopted by the committee 
pnl'suant to this subparagraph-

(!) may Pl'OVicle that a cleponent be 
directed to subscl'ibe an oath or ;;tffir• 
mation before a person authorized by 
law to admi11iste1' the same; ancl 

(ii} shall ensure that tlie minority 
members n,nd staff of the committee 
are accorded equitable treatment 
with respect to notice of and a rea· 
sonable opport\mity to pa1·ticipate in 
any prooeedlng conducted there­
under. 
(0) Infol'mation secured pursuant to 

the authol'ity described in subdivision 
(A) sllall retain the characte1· of dis• 
covery until offered fot' aclmission in 
evidence before the committee, at 
which time any propel' objection shall 
be timely. 

(d)(l) The Oo1m11ittee . on Hollse Ad~ 
ministration shall-

(A) provide policy direction for the 
Chief Administrative Officer ancl the 
Inspector General and ovel'sight of 
the Clerk, Sergeant-at-Arms, Chief 
Aclmlnistrative Officer, and Inspeotor 
General; 

(B) oversee the management of 
services provided to the House by the 
Architect of the Capitol, except those 
services that lie within the jm•isclic­
tion of the Committee on Transpot'· 
tation and Infrastructme under 
clause l(r);' 

(0) have the Junction of accepting 
on behalf of the House a gift, except 
as otherwise provided by law, if the 
gift does. not involve a duty, burden, 
or condition, or is not made c1epend­
ent on some futtu'e performance by 
the House; 

(D) p1•0111nlgate 1·eg·1uations to · 
carry out S\\bclivision (0); and 

(E) establish and maintain stand­
ards for making documents p,1blicly 
available in. eleotronic form by the 
House and its oonuilittees. 
(2) An employing office of the House 

may enter into a settlement of a com­
plaint under the Oougresslonal Ac­
oonntfJ.bility Act of 1996 that provides 
for the payment of ftUlds 011ly after re• 
ceiving the Joint approval of the chair 
and ranking minority membe1' of the 
Committee on House Ac1m.inistration 
conoerning the amount of such pay­
me11t. 

(e)(l) Eaoh standing committee shall, 
in its consideration of an public bills 
and pnblic Joint resolutions witl1in its 
jurisc1iotion, ensure that appropria­
tions for continuing· prog·rams and ac­
tivities of the Federal Government and 
the government of the District of Oo~ 
lumbia will be made fJ.1111ually to the 
mfJ.Ximum extent feasible and con­
sistent with the nature, 1'.equirement, 
and objective of the programs ancl ac- . 
tivities involved. In this subpa1'agraph 
programs ancl activities of the Federal 
Government and the govel'nment or the 
Distl'iot of Columbia includes prog·rams 
ancl activities of any clepa1·tme11t, ag·en­
oy, establishment, wholly owned Gov­
ermnent oor1)oration, or instrnmen­
tality of the Federal Government or of 
the government of the District of Oo­
lumbia. 

(2) Each stfJ.ncling committee shallre• 
view from time to time each con­
tinuing program within its jurisdiction 
for which appropriations are not made 
amnui,lly to ascertain whether the pro-
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grMu shoulcl be modified to 1i1·ovide for 
annual appropriations. 
Budget Act l'espo11si/Jilities 

(f)(l) .Ea.oh staucllng· oonu11ittee shall 
snhmit to the Committee on the BllClg­
et not later than six weeks after the 
snbmission of the budget by the Presi­
dent, or at such time as the Committee 
on the Bndg·et may request-

(A) its views ancl estimates with 1·0• 
spect to all matters to be set forth in 
the concurrent resoh,tion on tl!.e 
budget for the ensuing fiscal year 
that are within its jnriscliotlon or 
f\lnctions; and 

(B) an estimate of the total 
amonnts of new budget authoi·ity, 
and budget outlays rmmlting there• 
from, to be protjded or authorized in 
all bills and resolutions within its ju­
risdlotiou that it intends to be effec­
tive dul'ing thfJ.t fiscal year, 
(2) The views and estimates sub.­

mitted by the Committee ou Ways auc1 
Means under sulJpa,1•agraph (1) shall in­
clude· a specific recommendation, made 
after holding public hearing·s, as to the 
appropriate level of the publio debt 
that shoulcl be set forth in the concur­
rent resolution on the budget, 
Election nnd membei-s!Jip of stn11ding 
committees · 

6. (a)(l) T11e standing committees 
speoifil;ld in clause 1 shall be elected by 
the Honse witllin seven oii.lellClar days 
after the commenoement of efJ.ch Oon­
gress, from nominations snbmi.tted by 
the respective party caucus or con­
ference. A resolution proposillg· to 
change the composition of a standing 
committee shall be privileged if offered 
by direction of the party cancus or con­
ference concernecl. 

(2) The Committee on the Budget 
shall be .composed of memtJers as fol-
lows: , 

(A) Members,. Pelegates, or the Resi­
clent Commissioner who are members 
of other standing committees, inclncl:­
ing five from the Oommittee on Appro­
priations, five from the Oommittee on 
Ways and Means, ancl one from the 
Committee on B,t1les; 

(B) one Member clesignatecl by the 
elected leadership of the major! ty 
party; and 
. (0) one Member designated by • the 
elected leade1•ship of the minority 
party, 

(3)(A) The Committee on EtWcs shail 
he composed of 10 members, five from 
the majority pal'ty and five from the 
minority party. 

(B) Except as permitted by subclivi• 
slon (0), a member of the Committee 
on Ethics may not serve on the com­
mittee during more than three Oon­
g·resses in a period of five successive 

' Congresses (disregarcling for this pur­
pose any service for less than a full ses­

. sion in a Congress), 
(0) A member of the Committee on 

Ethics may serve on the oommittee 
during a fot,rth Congl'ess in a period of 
five successive Congresses only as ei­
ther the chail' 01· the ranking minot•ity 
member of the committee. 
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(c) Each committee may have printed 
and bound such testimony and other 
data as may be presented at hearings 
held by the committee or its snb­
commlttees. All costs of stenographic 
services ancl transcripts in connection 
with a meeting or hearing of a com­
mittee shall be paid from the applica­
ble accounts of the House described in 
clause l(k)(l) of rule X. 

(cl)(l) Not later than January 2 of 
each ocld-nnmbered year, a committee 
shall submit to the House a report on 
the activities of that committee. 

(2) Snch report shall include-
(A) separate sections summarizing 

the legislative and oversight activi­
ties of that committee under this 
rule and rule X during the Congress; 

(B) a summary of the oversight 
plans submitted by the committee 
under clause 2(d) of rule X; 

(C) a summary of the actions taken 
and recommendations made with re­
spect to the oversight plans specified 
in subdivision CB); 

(D) a summary of any additional 
oversight activities undertaken by 
that committee and any rec­
ommendations made or actions taken 
thereon; and 

(E) a delineation of any hearings 
held pursuant to clauses 2{n), (o), or 
(p) of this rule . 
(3) After an adjournment sine clle of 

the last regular session of a Congress, 
or after December 15 of an even-num­
bered year, whichever occurs first, the 
chair of a committee may file the re­
port described in subparagraph (1) with 
the Clerk at any time and withont ap­
prnval of the committee, provided 
that-

(A) a copy ·or the report has been 
available to each member of the com­
mittee for at least seven calendar 
clays; and 

(B) the report includes any supple­
mental, minority, additional, or dis­
senting views submitted by a member 
of the committee. 

Adoption of writte11 rules 
2. (a)(l) Each standing committee 

shall adopt written rules governing its 
procedure. Such .rules-

{A) shall be adopted in a meeting 
that is open to the public unless the 
committee, in open session and with 
a quorum present, determines by 
record vote that all or part of the 
meeting· on that clay shall be closed 
to the public; 

(B) may not be inconsistent with 
the Rules of the House or with those 
provisions of law having the force 
and effect of Rules of the House; 

(C) shall in any event incorporate 
all of the succeecling provisions of 
this clause to the extent applicable; 
and 

(Dl shall include provisions to gov­
ern the implementation of clause 4 as 
prnvlclecl In paragraph (f) of such 
clause. 
(2) Each committee shall malrn Its 

rules publicly availa ble in electronic 
form and submit such rules for publica-

tion in the Congressional Recore\ not 
later than 60 clays after the chair of the 
committee is elected in each oclcl-num­
berecl year. 

(3) A committee may adopt n rule 
providing that the chair be directed to 
offer a motion under clause 1 of rule 
XXIT whenever the chair considers it 
appropriate. 
Regular meeting clays 

(b) Each standing committee shall 
establish regular meeting clays for the 
conduct of its business, which shall be 
not less frequent than monthly. Each 
such committee shall meet for the con­
sideration of a bill or resolution pend­
ing before the committee or the trans­
action of other committee busi_ness on 
all regular meeting clays fixed by the 
committee if notice is given pursuant 
to paragraph (g)(3). 
Additional n11d specilll meeti11gs 

(c)(l) The chair of each standing com­
mittee may call and convene, as the 
chair considers necessary, add! tional 
and special meetings of the committee 
for the consideration of a bill or resolu­
tion pending befo1·e the committee or 
for the conduct of other committee 
business, subject to such rules as the 
committee may adopt. The committee 
shall meet for such pm·pose under that 
call of the chair. 

(2) Three or more members of a 
standing committee may file in the of­
fices of the committee a written re­
quest that the chair call a special 
meeting of the committee. Such re­
quest shall specify the measure or mat­
ter to be cons1derecl. Immediately upon 
the filing· of the request, the clerk of 
the committee shall notify the chair of 
the filing of the request. If the chair 
does not call the requested special 
meeting within three calendar clays 
after the filing of the request (to be 
held within seven calendar clays after 
the filing of the request) a majority of 
the members of the committee may file 
in the offices of the committee their 
written notice that a special meeting 
of the committee will be held. The 
written notice shall specify the elate 
and hour of the special meeting and the 
measure or matter to be considerecl. 
The committee shall meet on that date 
and hour. Immediately upon the filing 
of the notice, the clerk of the com­
mittee shall notify all members of the 
committee that such special meeting 
will be held and inform them of its date 
and hour and the measurn or matter to 
be considered. Such notice shall also be 
made publicly available in electronic 
form and shall be deemed to satisfy 
paragraph (g)(3)(A)(ii) . Only the meas­
ure or matter specified in that notice 
may be considered at that special 
meeting. 
1'emporary abse11ce of clwfr 

(ell A member of the majority party 
on each standing committee ot· sub­
committee thereof shall be deslg·nated 
by the chair of the full committee as 
the vice chair of the committee or sub­
committee, as the case may be, and 
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shall preside during the absence of the 
chair from any meeting. If the chair 
and vice chair of a committee or sub­
committee are not present at any 
meeting of the conunittee or sub­
committee, the ranking majority mem­
ber who is present shall preside at that 
meeting. 

Committee i·cconts 

(eHl)r A } Each committee shall keep a 
complete record of all committee ac­
tion which shall include-

(!) In the case of a meeting or hear­
ing transcript, a substantially ver­
batim account of remarks actually 
made during the proceedings, subject 
only to technical, grammatical, and 
typographical corrections authorized 
by the person making the remarks 
Involved; and 

(ii) a record of the votes on any 
question on which a record vote is 
taken. 
(B)(i) Except as provided In subdivi­

sion (B)(ii) and subject to paragraph 
(k)(7), the result of each such record 
vote shall be made available by the 
committee for inspection by the pubHc 
at reasonable times in its offices and 
also made publicly available in elec­
tronic form within 48 hours of such 
record vote. Information so available 
shall Include a description of the 
amendment, motion, order, or other 
proposition, the name of each member 
voting for and each member voting 
against such amendment, motion, 
order, or proposition, and the names of 
those members of the committee 
present but not voting. 

(ii) 'I'he result of any record vote 
talren in executive session in the Com­
mittee on Ethics may not be made 
available for inspection by the public 
without an affirmative vote of a major­
ity of the members of the committee. 

(2)(A) Except as provlcled in subdivi­
sion (B), all committee records (includ­
ing· hearings, data, charts, and files) 
shall be kept separate and distinct 
from the congTessional office records of 
the member serving as its chair. Such 
records shall be the property of the 
House, and each Member, Delegate, and 
the Resident Commissioner shall have 
access there to. 

(B) A Member, Delegate, or Resident 
Commissioner, other than members of 
the Committee on Ethics, may not 
have access to the records .of that com­
mittee respecting the conduct of a 
Member, Delegnte, Resident Commis­
sioner, officer, ot· employee of the 
House without the specific prior per­
mission of that committee. 

(3) Each committee shall include in 
its mles standards for availability of 
records of the committee delivered to 
the Archivist of the United States 
under rule Vil. Such standards shall 
specify procedures for orders of the 
committee under clause 3(b)(3) and 
clause 4(b) of rule VII, including a re­
quirement that nonavailability of a 
record for a period longer than the pe­
riod otherwise applica ble lmder that 
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rule shall be approved by vote of the 
committee. 

(4) Each committee shall make its 
publications availabl e in electronic 
form to the maximum extent feasible. 

(5) To the maximum extent prac­
ticable, each committee shall-

(A) provide audio and video cov­
erage of each hearing or meeting for 
the t1;ansaction of business in a man­
ner that allows the public to easily 
listen to and view the proceedings; 
and 

(B) maintain the recordings of such 
coverage in a manner that is easily 
accessible to the public. 
(6) Not later than 24 hours after the 

adoption of any arnendment to a meas­
ure or matter considered by a com­
mittee , the chair of such committee 
shall cause the text of each such 
amendment to be made publicly avail­
able in el ectronic form. 

Prohibition against proxy voting 
(f) A vote by a member of a com­

mittee · or subcom.mittee with respect 
to any measure or matter may not be 
cast by proxy. 

Open meetings ;111d hearings 
(g')( l ) Each meeting for the trans­

action of business, including the mark­
up of legislation, by a standing com­
mittee or subcommittee thereof (other 
than the Committee on Ethics or its 
subcommittees) shall be open to the 
public, including to radio, television, 
and still photography coverage , except 
when the committee or subcommittee, 
in open session and with a majority 
present, determines by record vote that 
all or part of the remainder of the 
meeting on that clay shall be in execu­
tive session because disclosure of mat­
ters to be considered would endanger 
national security, would compromise 
sensitive law enforcement information , 
would tend to defame , degrade , or in­
crirninate any person, or otherwise 
would violate a law or rule of the 
House. Persons, other than members of 
th e commi ttee and such noncommittee 
Members, Delegates, Resident Commis­
sioner, congressional staff, or depart­
mental representatives as the com­
mittee may authorize , may not be 
present at a business or markup ses­
sion that is held in executive session . 
This subparagraph does not apply to 
open committee hearings, which are 
governed by clause 4(a)(l) of rule X or 
by subparagraph (2). 

(2)(A) Each hearing conducted by a 
committee or subcommittee (other 
than the Committee on Ethics or its 
subcommittees) shall be open to the 
public, including to radio, television , 
and still photography coverage, except 
when the committee or subcommittee , 
in open session and with a majority 
present, determines by record vote that 
all or part of the remainder of that 
hearing on that clay shall be closed to 
the public because disclosure of testi­
mony , evidence , or other matters to be 
considered would endanger national se­
curity, would compromise sensitive law 
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enforcement information, or would vio­
late a law or rule of the House. 

(B) Notwithstanding the require­
ments of subdivision (A) , in the pres­
ence of the number of members re­
quired under the rules of the com­
mittee for the pm·pose of taking testi­
mony, a majority of those present 
may-

(i) agree to close the hearing for 
the sole purpose of discussing wheth­
er testimony or evidence to be re­
ceived would endanger national secu­
rity , would compromise sensitive law 
enforcement information, or would 
violate clause 2(k)(5); or 

(ii) agree to close t h e hearing as 
provided in clause 2(k)(5). 
(C) A Member, Delegate, or Resident 

Commissioner may not be excluded 
from nonparticipatory attendance at a 
hearing of a committee or sub­
committee (other than the Committee 
on Ethics or its subcommittees) unless 
the House by majority vote authorizes 
a particular committee or sub­
committee , for purposes of a particular 
series of hearings on a particular arti­
cle of legislation or on a particular 
subject of investigation, to close its 
h earing·s to Members , Delegates, and 
the Resident Commissioner by the 
same procedures specified in this sub­
paragraph for closing hearings to the 
public . 

(D) The committee or subcommittee 
may vote by the same procedure de­
scribed in this subparagraph to close 
one subsequent day of hearing, except 
that the Committee on Appropriations, 
the Committee on Armed Services, the 
Committee on Homeland Security , and 
the Permanent Select Committee on 
Intelligence, and the subcommittees 
thereof, may vote by the same proce­
dure to close up to five additional, con­
secutive days of hearings. 

(3)(A) The chair of a committee shall 
announce the date, place, and subject 
matter of-

(i) a committee hearing, which may 
not commence earlier than one week 
after such notice; or 

(ii) a committee meeting, which 
may not commence earlier than the 
third calendar clay (excluding Satur­
days, Sundays, or legal holidays ex­
cept when the House is in session on 
such a day) on which members have 
notice thereof. 
(B) A hearing or meeting may begin 

sooner than specified in subdivision (A) 
in either of the following cir­
cumstances (in which case the chair 
shall make the announcement specified 
in subdivision (A) at the earliest pos­
sible time): 

(i) the chair of the committee, with 
the concurrence of the ranking mi­
nority member, determines that 
there is good cause; or 

(ii) the committee so determines by 
majority vote in the presence of the 
number of members required under 
the rules of the committee for the 
transaction of business. 
(C) An announcement made under 

this subparagraph shall be published 
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promptly in the Daily Digest and made 
publicly available in electronic form . 

(D) This subparagTaph and subpara­
graph (4) shall not apply to the Com­
mittee on Rules. 

(4) At least 24 hours prior to the com­
mencement of a meeting· for the mark­
up of legislation , or at the time of an 
announcement under subparagraph 
(3)(B) made within 24 hours before such 
meeting, the chair of the committee 
shall cause the text of such legislation 
to be made publicly available in elec­
tronic form. 

(5)(A) Each commi ttee shall, to the 
greatest extent practicable , require 
witnesses who appear before it to sub­
mi t in advance written statements of 
proJJosed test imony anci' to )imi t their 
ini t ia l presentations to the committee 
to )Jrief summar ies thereof. 

(B) In t h e case of a witness appearing 
in a nong·overnmental capacity, a writ­
ten statement of proposed testi m on y 
shall include a curriculum vitae and a 
di sclosure of a ny Federal gTants or 
con tracts, or contracts- or payments 
originating with a foreign g·overnment, 
received during the current calendar 
year or ei ther of the two previous cal­
endar years by the wi tness or by an en­
ti by represe11 ted by the wj t ness and re­
lated t o t h e ;mbject m atter of t he hear­
ing. 

(Cl The disclosure referred to in sub­
division (B) shall include·-

(i) the amount and source of each 
Federal grant (or subgrant thereof) 

·or contract (or subcontract thereof) 
related to the subject matter of the 
hearing; and 

(ii) the amount and country of ori­
gin of any payment or contract re­
lated to the subject matter of the 
hearing originating with a foreig·n 
government. 
.(D) Such statements , with appro­

priate redactions to protect t he pri­
vacy or security of the witness , shall 
be made publicly available in elec­
tronic form not later than one day 
after the witness appears. 

(6)(A) Except as provided in subdivi­
sion (B) , a point of order does not lie 
with respect to a measure reported by 
a · committee on the ground that hear­
ings on such measure were not con­
ducted in accordance with this clause. 

(B) A point of order on the ground de­
scribed in subdivision (A) may be made 
by a member of the committee that re­
ported the measure if ·such point of 
order was timely made and improperly 
disposed of in the committee. 

(7) This paragraph does not apply to 
hearings of the Cammi ttee on Appro­
priations under clause 4(a)(l) of 
rule X. 

Quorum requirements 

(h)(l) A measure or recommendation 
may not be reported by a committee 
unless a majority of the committee is 
actually present . 

(2) Each committee may fix the mun­
ber of its members to constitute a 
quorum for taking testimony and re-

TNT ---
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ceiving evidence, which may not be 
less than two. 

(3) Each committee (other than the 
Committee on Appropriations , the 
Committee on the Budget , and the 
Committee on Ways and Means) may 
fix the ·number of its members to con­
stitute a quorum for taking any action 
other than one for which the presence 
of a majority of the committee is oth­
erwise required, which may not be less 
t h an one-third of the members. 

(4)(A) Each committee m ay adopt a 
rule authorizing the chair of a com­
mittee or subcomn'littee-

(i ) to postpone further proceedings 
when a record vote is ordered on the 
question of approving a measure or 
matter or on adopting an amend­
ment; and 

(ii) to resume proceedings on a 
postponed question at any time after 
reasonable notice. 
(B) A rule adopted pursuant to this 

subparagraph shall provide that when 
proceedings resume on a postponed 
question , notwithstanding· any inter­
vening order for the previous question , 
an underlying proposition shall remain 
subject to further debate or amend­
ment to the same extent as when the 
question was postpon'ed. 

Limitation on committee sittings 

(i) A committee may not sit during a 
joint session of the House and Senate 
or during a recess when a joint meeting 
of the House and Senate is in progress. 

Calling and questioning of witnesses 

(j)(l) · Whenever a hearing is con­
ducted by a committee on a measure or 
matter, the minority members of the 
committee shall be entitled , upon re­
quest to the chair by a majority of 
them before the completion of the 
hearing , to call witnesses selected by 
the minority to testify with respect to 
that measure or m'atter during at least 
one day of hearing thereon. 

(2)(A) Subject to subdivisions (B) and 
(C), each committee shall apply the 
five-minute r ul e during the ques­
tioning of witnesses in a hearing until 
such time as each member of the com­
mittee who so desires has had an op­
portuni_ty to question each witness. 

(B) A committee may adopt a rule or 
motion permitting a specified number 
of its members to question a witness 
fo1: longer than five minutes. The time 
for extended questioning of a witness 
under this subdivision shall be equal 
for the majority party and t h e minor­
ity party and may not exceed one hour 
in the aggregate. · 

(C) A committee may adopt a ru le or 
motion permitting committee staff for 
its majority and minority party mem­
bers to question a witness for equal 
specified periods. The time for ex­
tended questioning of a witness under 
this subdivision shall be equal for the 
majority party and the minority party 
and ma·y not exceed one hour in the ag­
gregate. 

Hearing procedures 
(k)(l) The chair at a hearing shall an­

nounce in an opening statement the 
subject of the liearing. 

(2) A copy of the committee rules and 
of this clause sha.11 be made available 
to each witness on request. 

(3) Witnesses a t' hearing·s may be ac­
companied by their own counsel for the 
purpose of ad visin g· them concerning 
their consti t u t ional rights. 

C-4) The chair may punish breaches of 
order and decorum, and of professional 
ethics on the part of counsel, by cen­
sure and exclusion from the hearings; 
and the commi ttee may cite the of­
fender to t h e House for contempt. 

(5) Whenever it is asserted by a mem­
ber of the committee that the evidence 
or testimony at a hearing may tend to 
defame , deg-rade , or incriminate any 
person, or it is asserted by a witness 
that the evidence or testimony that 
the witness would give at a hearing· 
may tend to defame , degrade , or in­
criminate the witness-

(A) notwithstanding paragraph 
(g)(2) , such testimony or evidence 
shall be presented in executive ses­
sion if, in the presence of the number 
of members required under the rules 
of the committee for the purpose of 
taking testimony, the committee de­
termines by vote of a majority of 
those present t hat such evidence or 
testimony may tend to defame, de­
grade , or incriminate any person; and 

(B) the committee shall proceed to 
receive such testimony in open ses­
sion only if the committee, a major­
ity being present, determines that 
such evidence or testimony will not 
tend .to defame, degrade, or incrimi­
nate any person. 

In either case the committee shall af­
ford such person an opportunity volun­
tarily to appear as a witness, and re­
ceive and dispose of requests from such 
person to subpoena additional wit­
nesses. 

(6) Except as provided in subpara­
graph (5) , the chair shall receive and 
the committee shall dispose of requests 
to subpoena additiona l wi tnesses. 

(7) Evidence or testimony taken in 
executive session , and proceedings con­
ducted in executive session , may be re­
leased or used in public sessions only 
when authorized by the committee , a 
majority being present. 

(8) In th e discretion of the co m ­
mittee, witnesses m ay submi t brief and 

ertinen t sworn statem ents in writing 
for inclusion in the r ecord. The com­
mittee is the sole judge of the perti­
nence of testimony and eviden ce acl­
clucecl at its hearing . 

(9) A witness m ay obtain a transcript 
copy of the testim ony of such witness 
g iven at a publi c session or, if given at 
an execu t ive session, when authorized 
by t h e committee. 
Supplemental, minority, additional , or 
dissenting views 

(I) If at the time of approval of a 
measure or matter by a committee 
(other than the Committee on Rules) a 
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member of the commi ttee gives notice 
of intention to file supplemental , mi­
nority , additional , or dissenting· views 
for inclusion in the report to the House 
thereon , al members shall be entitl ed 
to not less than two adcli tional cal­
endar clays after the clay_ of such notice 
(excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and 
legal holidays except when the House is 
in session on such a day) to file such 
Wl'itten and signed views with the clerk 
of the committee. 
Power to sit and act; subpoena power 

(m)( l ) For the purpose of carrying· 
out any of its functions and duties 
under this rule and rule X (including 
any matters referred to it under clause 
2 of rule XII), a committee or sub­
committee is authorized (subject to 
subparagraph (3)(A))-

(A) to sit and act at such times and 
places within the United States, 
whether the House is in session , has 
recessed , or has adjourned , and to 
hold such hearings as it considers 
necessary; and 

(B) to require , by subpoena or oth­
erwise , the attendance and testimony 
of such witnesses and the production 
of such books, records, correspond­
ence, memoranda, papers, and docu­
ments as it considers necessary. 
(2) The chair of the committee , or a 

member designated by the chair, m ay 
administer oaths to witnesses. 

(3)(A)(i) Except as provided in sub­
di vision (A)(ii), a subpoena may be au­
thorized and issued by a committee or 
subcommittee under subpar agraph 
(l)(B) in the conduct of an investig·a­
tion or series of investi_gations or ac­
tivities only when authorized by the 
committee or subcommittee, a major­
ity being· present. The power to author­
ize and issue subpoenas under subpara­
graph (l)(B) may be delegated to the 
chair of the committee under such 
rules and under such limitations as the 
committee may prescribe. Authorized 
subpoenas shall be signed by the chair 
of the committee or by a member des­
ignated by the committee . 

.(ii) In the case of a subcommittee of 
the Committee on Ethics, .a subpoena 
may be authorized and issued only by 
an affirmative vote of a majority of its 
members. 

(B) A subpoena cluces tecum may 
specify terms of return either than at a 
meeting or hearing of the committee 
or subcommittee authorizing the sub­
poena. 

(C) Compliance with a subpoena 
issued by a committee or sub­
committee under subparagraph (l)(B) 
may be enforced only as authorized or 
directed by the House. 

(n)(l ) Each standing committee , or a 
subcommittee thereof, shall hold at 
least one hearing during each 120-day 
period following the establishment of 
the committee on the topic of waste , 
fraud, abuse, or mismanagement in 
Government programs which that com­
mittee may authorize. 

(2) A hearing described in subpara­
graph (1) shall include a focus on the 



Voluntary Online Congressional Tri-Caucus Diversity Survey of
Committee Witnesses

 
 
6. The Committees of the House of Representatives have been asked, beginning in 2020, to 

participate in a new initiative developed and sponsored by the Tri-Caucus Diversity 
Initiative, made up of the Congressional Black Caucus (CBC), Congressional Hispanic 
Caucus (CHC) and the Congressional Pacific Asian Caucus (CPAC). Accordingly, each 
committee is requested to offer each non-Federal Governmental witness testifying before 
it the opportunity to take a voluntary online survey that seeks to gauge the diversity of its 
expert witnesses.

The Tri-Caucus Diversity Initiative believes that by completing the survey, you can help 
Congress to track the diversity of the expert witnesses who testify before it and better 
understand the extent to which our policies and legislation are inclusive and work for 
Americans of all backgrounds. The Committee on Energy and Commerce is pleased to assist 
in this effort.

Please note that completing this survey is entirely optional.  If you decide to participate, 
your answers are submitted anonymously online. Your survey answers will not be sent to or 
shared with this Committee.  Also, we will not follow-up or remind you to fill out this 
survey.  Participation is your choice alone. You may fill it out at any time.

Where do the online answers to this survey go?  As noted above, none of the answers
submitted by witnesses who take this survey will go or be forwarded to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. All answers, which are submitted using an online link provided 
below to the survey, are stored as data on a separate server in the House of Representatives 
where the data will be analyzed by those who are part of the Tri-Caucus Diversity Initiative.  
Your responses (i.e. data) shall remain anonymous and protected in accordance with the 
House of Representatives’ policy and data security practices.

If you wish to participate in and complete the voluntary online survey, place your 
computer curser over the link below, hold down the “ctrl” key and click on the 
following link:

 
Witness Diversity Survey Link Here

If you have any questions about the survey, please contact Stephanie Palencia with the 
Congressional Tri-Caucus at stephanie.palencia@mail.house.gov

Thank you. 
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