
MEMORANDUMOFCOOPERATION
ON

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS ANDINCIDENTRESPONSECOORDINATION
BETWEEN

THE UNITED STATESNUCLEARREGULATORYCOMMISSION
AND

THEINSTITUT DE RADIOPROTECTION ETDESURETENUCLGAIREOFFRANCE

TheUnitedStatesNuclear Regulatory Commission(USNRC)andtheInstitutde
RadioprotectionetdeSoret4 Nucl4aire (IRSN),hereinafterreferredtoastheParticipants;

RecognizingtheArrangement between theUnitedStatesNuclearRegulatoryCommission
andtheInstitutDeRadioprotection EtDeSoret4Nucl4aireofFrancefortheExchangeof
TechnicalInformationandCooperation intheFieldofNuclearSafetyResearch(the
Arrangement),finalizedonJune20,2017, forfiveyears;and

RecognizingthatthisArrangementisconsistent withIRSNdutiesregardingtheFrench
NationalResponsePlanforMajorNuclearor Radiological Accidents;and

Havingamutualinterestincooperationinthefield of emergency preparednessand
incidentresponse,theUSNRCOfficeofNuclearSecurity andIncidentResponse(NSIR)
andtheIRSNarecommittedtocontinuingtheircollaboration asfollows:

Section1 Purpose
ThepurposeofthisMemorandumistodocumentthecontinued sharing ofinformation
relatedtoemergencypreparednessandincidentresponse.TheUSNRC andIRSN
emergencyresponseorganizationsmaintainestablishedgeneralprinciples forcontinued
responsecoordinationandsupplementingcapabilitiesintheeventofa nuclear or
radiologicalincident.Theseprinciplesare:

a establishingbothorganizationsassupportingtechnicalreviewersofthe other's key
assessmentandprognosistoolsandprotocols,asappropriate;

* collaboratingontechnicalassessmentproductsforinternationaleventresponse

throughtheInternationalAtomicEnergyAgency(IAEA);and
supportingandenhancinginformationsharingmechanismspriortoresponseasnot

todetracteitherorganizationfrommission-relatedresponsepriorities.

Section2.BilateralExchanges
Withrespecttoemergencypreparedness,theParticipantsintendtobuildanunderstanding
ofoneanother'sorganizationalobjectivesandassessmentmethodologies.Tothisend,the
Participantsintendtocooperateasfollows:

ConductperiodicTechnicalExchangemeetingswherebytheParticipantsconduct
exercisestosimulatethetechnicalassessmentandprognosisprocesses,followed
bythecomparisonofassessmentresults;and,
Provideopportunitiestoobserveeachother'sexercisesperiodically.Thisservesas
anopportunitytoobservefirsthandtheassessmentandprognosismethodologyof
theorganizationinrealtime,andtheprocessesusedtoexchangeinformationwith
responsestakeholders.Italsoallowsforthepracticeoftechnicalexchanges
betweenthetwoagencies.



With respect toresponse,theseeffortsmayfocusonadynamicinformationexchange
related toplantconditionsandintegrationoftheactivitiesoftheUSNRCandtheIRSNwith
existing IAEA processes. AstheUSNRCandtheIRSNareinternationalleadersin
assessment andprognosis ofanuclearorradiologicalevent,thereexistsanopportunityto
providecollaborative analysistotheIAEAwhileensuringthatexistingIAEAmission
processesare maintained. Tosupportresponsephasecollaboration,theUSNRCandthe
IRSNintendtocollaborate andshareinformationduringaresponsetoasignificantincident
anywhereintheworld, specifically focusedontechnicalparametersandinformationtobe
sharedwiththeIAEA.

EachParticipantistobesolely responsible foritsowncostsintheimplementationand
administrationofthisMemorandum.

A Participantshouldendeavortoprovide 30days'advancenoticetotheotherParticipant
ofitsintenttodiscontinuethisMemorandum.

SignedinNorthBethesda,Maryland,United States ofAmerica,onthis13thdayof
March2019,induplicate,intheEnglishlanguage.
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