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Welcome, and thank you

this time, all participants are in
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conference. At that time, you may

your phone to ask a question.

1d like to inform all parties that

=)

is being recorded. If you have

bu may disconnect at any time.
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ead.
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IMSTEAD: Good evening, everyone.
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.
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s were deeply impacted by this
important to note that the NRC
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9 shows the mine and mill site
slide shows the proposed project,
outside of Gallup, New Mexico in

The proposed project area is
And within this area you will see
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5 where the waste will be removed
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red by a radon barrier. There are
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waste rock, and mine debris.
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ure that I just mentioned that
nall impacts during one phase but
other.

buld also have certain aspects of
for

y have different impact levels,

nd air quality as shown in the table

lmportant to note that these slides

impacts of the proposed 1license

And the EIS also addresses the
ical events as cumulative impacts.

found in Chapter 5 of the Draft
ict Statement.

s1lide, please.

19 shows the remainder of the

I the impact findings. For most of

the impacts from the proposed

SMALL to MODERATE. Most of the
ur only during the approximate 4-
period when the repository is being
e 1s being transferred, and the
ped and revegetated.

bf the SMALL impacts are considered

bf the environmental process and
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ould reduce any negative effects on

resource.
ation measures that have been
be found in Chapter 6 of the

I'l]l discuss some of

ct Statement.

| more detail in the next few slides.

slide, please.

]

20, transportation impacts.

1c 1is expected to increase during

e proposed project. And as much as

increase in traffic is expected at

fe

]

ssing.

roads would be constructed,

Highway 566.

d Nuclear Corporation estimates that

0 truck trips per day, or 40 trips

closures would be limited to 15

and school buses would not be

d Nuclear Corporation also plans to

ry traffic light at the crossing.

s1lide, please.

]

21, noise impact.

would be generated from the use of
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potential future
for improvements
Next
Slide
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Some

covering of truck
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pment and from excavation activity.

would also contribute to noise

|

st noise receptors are residents of

| Road community, which are adjacent

&

s1lide, please.

22, surface water impact.
s to surface water during project
esult from stormwater runoff and

As mentioned earlier, United

bn is proposing stabilization work
Arroyo or jetty area to address
rrosion.

§ The current design allows

to stormwater drainage.

slide, please.

23, air quality impact.

will Dbe generated from vehicle
roads. There is a possibility for

e disturbed areas. Emissions would

construction equipment. And United

dn has proposed mitigation measures

. for controlling dust.

of those include spraying of roads,

D

and wetting stockpiles.
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s1ide, please.

24, historic and cultural
plogical resources.
sites have Dbeen identified within

turbance that are recommended as

> National Register of Historic
four located on the mine site, and
te.

S to historic and cultural

=)

SMALL to LARGE, depending on the

mitigation measures to reduce land-
on these resources.

b

NRC, in coordination with the

tection Agency, the Navajo Nation
reservation Office, the Bureau of
le New Mexico Historic Preservation
Nuclear Corporation are developing
reement to mitigate adverse effects
greement describes procedures to
of the identified sites and that
are followed.

LARGE impacts would

itigation occurs. And that is very
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by proposed proje
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Chapt
Statement describ
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the context
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and describe the
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Environmental Imp

Next
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rological resources, no threatened

ties were identified to be affected
ction.
slide.

25 is environmental justice.

onmental justice impacts are those

L

proportionately low income and

bns. Nearby communities, which are

have been impacted by historical

j operations, and could be impacted

cts -- by the proposed project from

llity changes, primarily from dust;

e levels. No adverse human health

]

ted from the proposed project.

er 5 of the Environmental Impact

€s impacts to the Navajo People in

past uranium mining and milling

e attempted to accurately capture

perspectives of the Navajo Nation.

yimize that they may hold different

bnclusions presented in the Draft

q

ct Statement.

s1lide, please.
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26, information resources.
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lide contains a number of web links

additional information on the NRC’s

t one will take you directly to the

»

q

11 Impact Statement.

D

cond link is to our reader’s guide,

summary of the Draft Environmental

ind some frequently asked gquestions.

lhe last link is to the NRC’s public

s is where you can find a copy of

ition report, as well as the NRC’'s

s1ide, please.

]

27, submitting comments on the

q

11 Impact Statement.
slide 1lists all the ways we are

s on the Draft Environmental Impact

q

1 provide oral comments tonight at
1 can submit them in writing or by
Or,

or by letter via regular mail.

at the number listed on the slide

]

s1lide, please.

28 is an NRC webpage snapshot.

his is what the NRC’s webpage looks
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on the last link in Slide 26. And

ln the top right-hand corner of the

ins a 1link to find all of the

how to comment on the Draft

pact Statement, and information

eeting transcript for tonight’s

111 be posted shortly after this

s1ide, please.

29 is upcoming dates.

are a number of upcoming dates I'11

the Draft Environmental Impact

period ends on May 27, 2021.

issue our Final EIS in December of

11 issue a Revised SER and license
y in January of 2022.

slide, please.

30 contains the NRC project

ntact information is 1listed here.

D

guestions regarding the NRC’s

Lew, please contact me.

I you have questions regarding the
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NRC safety reviey
please contact Ji
That
turn it back over
MS. O
Ms. M

Ashley’s presenta

Joann
MS. M
(Spea
MS. M
MS. O
MS. M
MS. Q

question and ansj
slide again so ped
and the passcode
Now,
regarding the NRC
request for a lic
If vyd
the specific sli
appropriate slide

We m

COoy
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M or the Safety Evaluation Report,

m Smith.

oncludes my presentation. And I’11

to Joan. Thank you.

IMSTEAD: Thank you, Ashley.
anygoats will now give a summary of

tion in Diné.

=5
.

ANYGOATS: Yes.

lting Diné.)

ANYGOATS: Back to you.

ILMSTEAD: Thank you, Joanna.

ANYGOATS: You'’re welcome.

LMSTEAD: And now it’s time for our

Wer session. We showed the first

ple could see the bridge line number

1n case they missed it before.

this session will be for questions
s process for evaluating the UNC’s

ensing amendment.

1 have any questions about one of

des, please try to refer to the

in your question.

'y need to limit the time for
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to speak. And,
ask additional

operator again.

We ar

comments to the N
Licensing Amendme
comments concerni
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29

r 5 minutes so everyone has a time
f we have time, you’ll be able to

Hyuestions through the

by going
e limiting today’s questions and
RC’s review of the UNC Church Rock
It request. If we have questions or

ng topics beyond the scope of this

try to provide you with a way to

obtain the inforn
And n|

everyone’s phone.

would like to get

and affiliation.
Opera
OPERA

the question and

to ask a question

phone, and record
If vyd

please press starf
MS. O

two, correct, if 1
OPERA

coy

q

¢

i

Il

i
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(202) 234-4433

tion for these other topics, too.

bw we’ll ask the Operator to unmute
And please press star-one if you
in the gueue. And say your name

or.

'OR: Thank you. We will now begin

answer session. If you would like
please press star-one, unmute your
your name and affiliation.

1 would like to remove your name,
two.
LIMSTEAD: I believe it’s press star-

ou decide later to leave the queue?

'[OR: Yes.
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30

irst question comes from Marlene

Your line is open.

ERRET: Yes. When you saw the

EIS alternative I didn’t see where
ill tailings off the whole property
didn’t see that as an alternative.
Hello. This is

[ALDRON : Ashley

hen you’re referring to the mill

hoved, so that, that is not part of

mt of us. It’s to remove the mine
that waste on top of the existing
pundment .

FRRET: Okay.

ALDRON: That'’s

why that was not

FRRET: Well, what about having the
bved -- mine waste removed totally
mn top of the mill tailings? Sorry
se confused.

AL DRON: Sure.

lat is beyond the scope of the NRC’s
ew. We are just looking at what’'s

b us by United Nuclear Corporation,

NEAL R. GROSS
T REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701

(202) 234-4433



which is to evali
amendment requesty

mill site.

MS. P
MS. W
OPERA
at this time.
Again
guestion, please

The 1
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OPERA|

at this time.
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ate and approve or deny a license

to move the mine spoils onto the

'RRET: Thank you.

A\LDRON: Sure.

'OR: There are no questions in gqueue

if you would 1like to ask a

press star-one.
from Tatiana.

ext question comes

la, your line is open.

14

'OR: There are no questions in queue

if you would 1like to ask a

press star-one, record your name

D

your affiliation.
ext question comes from Larry King.
NG: Hello, I'm affiliated with the

hmunity.

ms like your slide, one of the pages

D

Red Water Pond community is just
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being held hostag
is not approved
approximately ano
decision.

And g
clean-up, I've D
community and we N
that the mine wa
the draft EIS cam

And
suggestions are 1
and the other tl
adverse human ef
projects?

There
further up to g
Pipeline Road com
it might be 25 td
traveling through
remaining hold-ou
about five famili

So, h
human effects exp
there is,

was, an

COoy
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because if the license amendment
and then it's going to take EPA

her 10 years to come up with another

hen one of the other issues on the

een to several meetings with the

ave stated, I have stated, strongly,

H

»

being moved off site even before

D

e about.

none of those communities’

1sted anywhere. That is not right,

ing is environmental Jjustice, no

fect 1s expected on the proposed

is another community a 1little

he northeast of Pipeline Canyon,

munity consisting of, I don't know,

50 families, they are going to be
all of this mine activity plus the
s from the Red Water Pond making up

S

D

S.

bw can you say there is no adverse

H

cted on the proposed project? There

d there will be.
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It's
if you don't go -
don't approve th
don't get along ary
going to be left
before another EI

That'
injustice. Thank
OPERA
have a response.

MS. W

for your comments

say a few words £

MS. J

MS. W

MS.
Jacobs, U.S. EPA.

Northeast Church

Francisco in Regi
And

while my chil

Franciscan, I am

unseated land of

thank you, Larry

COoy

I

33

just very upsetting, it seems like

the community is being told if you

s, 1if you don't cite, and if you

i approve this amendment then you're

alone for approximately ten years

N\

$

N

is drafted.

¢ not right, that's environmental
you.

TOR : Thank vyou. I think we will
Ashley?

ALDRON: Yes, thank you Larry King

I think Sara Jacobs is going to

I

rom EPA Region 9.

ACOBS: Can you hear me?
ATLDRON: We can hear you, Sara.
JACOBS: Hello, everyone, Sara

I am the Project Manager for the

Rock Mine Site, I work out of San

bri 9.

'd just 1like to acknowledge that

dren are sixth-generation San

rurrently living and working on the
the Ohlone people. And I want to

King for your comment and also the
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for their interest

the Northeast Chi
largest on the N
sites.

And 1
highest in priori
is to protect puk
I think that's wh
safe sit

want a

possible.

COoy

1

d

d

§

b

q

t

A

[=

(202) 234-4433

ike Ashley said,

34

I can kind of give people a

nformation and context for this

t happened and how that process

|.S. EPA 1is responsible for the

prtheast Church Rock Mine Site, and

phone 1is participating because
rerned about the safety of the
11 of these sites in the area, the

h

mill site, they can be maintained
disposed for permanent disposal.

I asked Ashley and she said there's
line and I'd like to thank everybody
in this project. Like Ashley said,

rch Rock Mine Site is one of the

»2vajo Nation out of over 500 mine

it was ranked the

'y for clean-up. So, EPA's mission

lic health and the environment and

t everyone on this phone wants. We

-

that's cleaned up as soon as
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effectiveness, ig
health and the er
safe? The second
this decision? A
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And
analysis, we cg
evaluation cost a
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b EPA, we work under Superfund law,

referred to as CERCLA, and we are

ike clean-up decisions and they can
ugh decisions because there's no

rhat's going to return the land to

ke the waste go away.

~

5 to go somewhere. And so how we

about how to clean up the site is

we look at three things. One is

the solution protective of public

vironment? Are people going to be

one, implementability, can we make

1d then the third criteria is cost,

cost? And those are the criteria

'y attention to.

50 we put out our alternative

11 it an EECA, an engineering
alysis, we put that out in 2009 and
people who spoke so eloquently in

year and who are on the phone
sure are going to speak, voiced the
it the option of bringing the mine
UNC mill site.

eople said that they didn't want
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se it's so close. And even though

ntamination from the mine site and

bal trust land for unrestricted

it does put the waste at the UNC

he reason why we selected that

in 2011, is because it reduces the

it in a place where there's already

D

» mill tailings.
fore we made that decision, when we
rrybody did not want that decision,
aste taken to a much farther away
ry, we took a pause in 2009.

met with President Shelley, and we
. with the President and he told us
us to work with the Red Water Pond
d look at other alternatives that
nt up during that public comment
ives

like Fort Wingate or other

bsal sites.

D

asked us to address any technical

D

brought up during that time. And

ars, usually when you put out the

about six months about then and

NEAL R. GROSS
T REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701

(202) 234-4433



when you make a d

But w
time we had consul
we worked with thq
during that time.
were there, ther
workshops on vege
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rcision.

=)

took two years, and during that
tations with the Navajo Government,
community, we had over 11 meetings
I'm sure some people on the line
were risk and health workshops,
ration.
d lots of meetings about interim
we took that time and there's a
s up on our website now looking at
htives. What about other sites in
re anything else we can choose?
didn't find anything and if we had
sites that met

by disposal our

rctiveness, implementability, and

hve come out with an EECA and an

lvira?.
ve're still looking for nearby
other sites that are effective,

I meet our cost criteria.

just want to give people a little
about why we made that decision and
hose consultations with President

1ing to the community.
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And t
two more decision
site, that was ju
site. One was by
they had to accey
some of you may
2013.
and then now NRC
So, the Federal d
mode, we want to
if we should hear
why we could not

But
like Ashley said
website and the E

Ashle

MS. W
turn it back over

MS.
and what W

Sarah,

the comment pen
facilitating the
meeting.

Lance

COoy
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he decision that EPA made was we had

-

D

that had to be made for the mill

t the decision to clean up the mine

EPA Region 6 under superfund law,

jt the waste at the mill site, and

remember those public meetings in
And then that decision was made

1s making their licensing decision.

overnment is back in our listening

13

hear everything people have to say,

any concerns about safety or reasons

q

proceed, we want to hear those.

-}
=

/e have completed our evaluations,

and they're all out on the NRC

/|

PA website.

2

ALDRON: Thank you, Sarah, and I'll
to Joan or Lance.

NLMSTEAD : Thank vyou, Ashley and

e're going to do now is move on to

iod and Lance Rakovan will be

public comment session for the
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\KOVAN: I wanted to make sure I was
ood evening, everyone, again, my
takovan and I'll Dbe helping to

menting portion of our meeting.

B reminder that we would 1like to
comments on the draft environmental
for the license amendment for the
|11 Site. To accomplish that we'll
| stening mode.

that you try to keep your comments
allow as many people to provide
ble given our time. It's not my
anyone off, but at the same time
sure that everyone who would like
pvide comments can do so.

eryone who wishes to speak has a
d there's time left, we're happy to
er chance to have the microphone.

that as Ashley mentioned during her

is not the only way you can provide

press *1 if you would like to get
ride your name and affiliation, and

decide later to leave the queue.
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gain, operator, if vyou could go
ve have now started here and see if

1o would like to provide comments.

'OR : Thank you, our first public
m Joan Brown. Joan, your line is
ROWN : Thank you, and actually, I

br a question so I'll make a comment

lestion I have 1s in the EIS it was

environmental Jjustice risk or

5 very high and I'm just wondering,

h to stop the project as it is
pening?
v do you weigh these things, and if

L seems like it would stop a project

unity voices would be heard and

r comment is then that I believe the

should be heard and another
I be sought.
RAKOVAN : Thank vyou for that.

ve anyone else in the queue at this
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'OR: Currently, no public comments
yvou'd like to make a public comment
unmute your phone, and record your
lon clearly.

u'd like to withdraw your public

press *2. One moment as the
> up for public comment. Our next
mes from Dariel Yazzie. Dariel,
\ZZIE: Good evening, thank you.

o language (Diné) spoken.)

guess guestions, comments,

king about where we are and what
first thing I’'d like to point out
rs with NRC.

i it very disturbing to put out a
if we don't come to a consensus to
s 1s going to take and additional
y very strong statement to make, in
inappropriate because it does put

t there of you either have to do

h

going to have to wait another ten

1ink that's the answer.
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clearly we've mis
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implementability,
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we're talking about environmental
we need to be able to listen and

eal solutions and not put that

taking my ball and going home.

loesn't work; in the true definition

justice, that does not work, so

the community members, there is

to make amends with what we've

is a lack of a true effective means

4

ld like to challenge you, NRC, to

dnner and respond in the same way.

like to extend that to my federal

.S. EPA. I understand the process

en to get us to where we are, but

S

fe

]

sted something here.
talked about the means and how we

options, effectiveness,

and cost, and yet, to my knowledge,

d a real discussion about cost and

q

5 would look like.

]

hink there's methodology and

X

ist right now that would help us to

st as a true factor in limiting us
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and the host Agen
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comments, also in
I und

longer with this
the Red Water Pon
from hearing from

And 1
this week we had
be presented on KI
leaves something
way of putting iy
month away from t

I wou
would recommend al
and forth convers
going out and meq

getting and gi
receiving firstha

I thi
evening. I take

in the work that ¥
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nother place to take waste material
1d recommend strongly to this event

y to take every question and put it

1jo and provide the response, the
Navajo.
grstand that might take a little bit

»

etup but I know I have relatives in

d Road community that would benefit

the conversations in Navajo.
just want to bring to light that

opportunity to hear that draft EIS

n

NN in Navajo, but I think the timing

Ho still want, I guess for a lack of

it's light where we're already a

|/

he comment period ending.

1d recommend putting it out more, I

Nother public meeting with more back

ations. I would strongly recommend

ting with the community members in

ving firsthand information and

md information.

mk that's all I'd like to say this

responsibility and I accept my role

Me have to undertake. And if you'll
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allow me, I’'d like an opportunity

1e community, to help Navajo Nation.

s a lot of information being

a lot of historical information
little skewed from my perspective
eaks to one side, not the side that

heard. And that's the side that we

1d I, the agencies, we don't have to

amilies do. We need to understand

respect that. Thank you.

'OR: One moment while we wait for
comment. If you'd like to make a

lease press *1, unmute your phone

he and affiliation clearly.
u'd like to retract your public
Our next public

ess *2. One moment.

n Edith Hood. Edith, your line is

OD: Good afternoon, everyone, I am

r Pond Road community, and I'm just
king about the ten years that has

there was no action and if the

proved.
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talking about thi
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thank you.
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enough time to gi
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r be another ten years, the waste is

&

In my community, 60 years ago the

y came in, started drilling and

um and then the mining started.

r we've been dealing with this, 60

&

5t sitting here thinking another 10

d here.

If this happened somewhere

n community, we wouldn't still be

Faa)
L3

at's all the comment I want to make,

AKOVAN: Thank you for sharing.

TOR : There are no comments in the

S

14

If you would like make a public
ress *1.

N

KOVAN: TI'll make sure that we pause

wve folks a chance.

WALDRON : Lance, this is Ashley

({ we just want to address the ten-

at NRC included in its no-action

AKOVAN: Please.

ALDRON: I'm sorry?

AKOVAN: Please go ahead.
NEAL R. GROSS

RT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

(202) 234-4433

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 (202) 234-4433



MS. W
we made based on

the remedy but T

more about what w

the license and
Sara?

MS. J
to let people kn
generally for dis
Church Rock Mine !
would never selec

Becau
address this sitdg
as possible and t}
health and the en

The g
the public and
implement are to
at the mine site
to take it to the

But i
have that optio:

alternative was

repository that e

COoy

s

A

t

9

N

d

K

N

D

]

I

N

I

d

[l

%

[=

(202) 234-4433

tr

T

46

\LDRON: That was an assumption that
the process that EPA took to select
11 give it to Sara Jacobs to talk
uld be involved if the NRC did deny
hat that process would look like.
\COBS: So,

Thank you, Ashley. just

bw, the option that EPA looked at
posal of the waste at the Northeast
ite was no action, and obviously we
that.
e like Edith said, we need to
and we need to address it as soon
at wouldn't be protective of public
rironment.
ptions that would be protective of
he environment and that we could
rap the waste in place, to leave it
on the Navajo tribal trust land or
UNC mill site.
the license is rejected, we don't
anymore. And then the other

o take it to a far-away licensed

trists already.

NEAL R. GROSS
T REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433



And s
lucky that there
move the waste of
we call a presumg
have a mine site
you would cap tha

And 9
site next door th
be overseen forey
there's the Nucl
mill site under U

They!'
is this going to }
they're going to
national priority

So, t
will oversee that
so we have a sit
existing reposit
there now that thd
the long term.

If th

[«

i

option anymore.

over and go to thq

COoy

M

i

L

g

\

1

D

H

(¢

h

[=

(202) 234-4433

i

t

47

the problem is in some ways we are
s the mill site nearby where we can
the mine site. EPA has something
tive remedy so in general when you
it's assumed, it's presumed, that
waste in place.
b in this situation we have a mill
at's a licensed facility that will
er by the Federal Government. So,
tar Regulatory Commission, it's a
ITRCA.
re looking at a 1000-year timeframe,
e safe for the next 1000 years that
oversee 1it? And then it's also a
list mill site for EPA Region 6.
the EPA

ley're going to oversee it,

site going on into the future. And

=)

that exists that is a licensed,

ry for the mill tailings that's

Federal Government will oversee in

=)

license is denied, that's not an

©, what we would have to do is start

drawing board, and we know that we
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Unfortunately, wqg

alternative to da
So,

alternatives, we W

alternative besid
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t cover on the mine waste, where it

chat would be protective and

len you compare the cost to that of

\wway repository, then that would be

would need to select. Because it

costly and it would meet our three

wl

ctive, implementability, and cost.

imeframe is we would hope that we

o identify another alternative.

haven't been able to identify an

e, but we would consider that.

we would be looking again at

ould hope that we would find another
es cap in place. But a 1likely
ited to move quickly would be the
ative know would meet

we our

ip the waste in place on the Navajo

© we would again go out with an
ation cost analysis, we'd have to
the analysis of alternatives, and
that out for public comment.

hen we would make a decision or
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-}
=

site, and then we would go through
s, which we went through already
tive we're looking to go to the UNC
en we'd have to start construction.
aybe ten years i1s too long of an
know that we have made shorter
current process and people have
ippointed that we have to keep
rline.

tried to pick a realistic timeline
lement this project in. Are there
it that?
'OR: There are no questions in the

ne . Again, if you have a public

ess *1. We have a public comment

RRET: This i1s Marlene Perrett.

My
will be some of the mine waste going
that correct?
A\LDRON: That's correct.
FRRET: And what percentage of the
rd off site?

Sara, can you answer that
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NCOBS: Yes, thank you so much for
D . So, there is the highest
te that Ashley mentioned, above 200

am of radium.

s less than about 5 percent of the
illion cubic yards so it's in the
e of maybe 30,000 to 35,000 cubic
i1 identified.

FRRET: And where will that go and
ansported?

A\COBS: That would go to a licensed
pcessing facility and it would be
ck. And the exact location has not

uld be determined at the time of

tnding on which facilities were

posal at that time.
FRRET :

And since there is going to

te, what is vreally holding back

he mine waste, which the community
they have already been subject to
1stice.
\COBS:

The 1 million yards of cubic

2 asking why can't all that entire
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off site to a far-away licensed
LIRRET: Yes.
JACOBS : We evaluated that

addition to being about seven times
it also would take nine years for
aluated and it would also take many

of truck traffic resulting traffic

So, it's also not a perfect

choose it because of the cost
'RRET: Thank you.

AKOVAN : Ma'am, did you have any

or comments?

"OR : We have no questions in the

ne. If you would like to make a

lease press *1. We have another

m Joan Brown.

ROWN : Thank you, so it seems like

1ave created an untenable situation

justice, of degradation, and so

hat I had is these same communities
tinue to be concerned about future

I waste, because periodically there
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say they want to do this.

ems like this should be stopped,
should be no conversation about

1is in the future and not put

gh the energy and the resources to

right this.

rates such dire situations that are

at something that you're looking at

AKOVAN : Do we have someone to
on, or are we going to take this is
\LDRON: Thank you for that comment.
AKOVAN : And Joanna, I wanted to

if there's anything we should
time?

v we've had a decent amount of Q&A

tre but is there anything we can
de?
\LDRON: Or if there's anyone on the

like something translated, please

n the queue to provide that comment.

A\ANYGOATS: I can translate if there
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reds translation.

R AKOVAN : Very good, again, 1if

e to have something translated, *1.
INYGOATS: (Navajo language spoken.)
'OR: We have a public comment from
r line is open.

RDON: Thank you, so I want to start

rmat for a public hearing is really

I'm Susan Gordon, I'm with the
ance for a Safe Environment, and we
people on this webinar, this WebEx
It's

nd the audio is not working.

y of us at any of the sites that we

bm .
that 1is a serious problem, it
even hearing the presentations, it

were busy trying to figure out how
nll had to call in through the audio
rough the WebEx.

think that means you should really
ublic hearing over again because of
sibility.

lition to that, I have been pushing
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One elder moved 1
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ed for people to ask questions, on

times I had been pushing *1 and not

h until this point.

v frustration level at this process

1s extreme at this point, and you

t, NRC, because this is not working

I

in terms of my comments on this

illy sounds threatening to the

they don't accept this, you're just

in place. That's not okay, using

7 it to a far-away place, how about

g it to Blue Water?

are places that it could go that

the community. It's intimidating,

ying. Oh, it'll be there for ten

now vyou're saying it'll be there

there isn't a cost-effective

Well, the cost to this

immense and EPA in the process has

mmunity by moving people away. It's

mtal injustice to have divided this

them houses in various conditions.

nto a house that was infested with
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is that about? This process is

reptable, the only acceptable
has to be considered is moving the
community, not half of a mile down
it away and bringing restorative
I Water Pond Road community.
you.
\LDRON: Hi, this is Ashley, I just
pmething that might not be clear to
lio is only through the phone line.
se the WebEx to access the audio.

L way so that we can get people in
rct their comments.

t want to clarify that point for
cople are still having issues please
1l try to get you connected. Thanks.
\KOVAN: Operator, do we have anyone
at this time?

'OR: There are no calls on the line
if you would like to make a public

ress *1.

We'll go ahead and take a
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'OR: Edith Hood, your line is open.

NG: This is Larry King, we're both
I was the one that pressed the *1.
How was that five percent
that 1 million cubic yards of mine
rermined to be a high grade?

how is that

hbout i1f there's more,

rmined? Once you start digging, I

eight vyears at the mine as an
and I came to expect that when the

ion, there aren't tons of piles and

vhat 1f there's more than five
s out to be high-grade ore? And
ot the only -- why can't EPA
other abandoned mine areas, just
ed Blue Water or Homestake, I can't

1ilings pond that are still looming
there and there's one other mine
ine waste, that's still in Red Water

re within a few hundred feet to the
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that is going to be addressed, why

ther with all these abandoned mines

ill looming on the surface and come

strategy? And set up a repository

ervation.

uire there's a place somewhere that

11 the mine waste in this region.

efore, I feel 1like that Red Water

(]

being backed up into a corner. If

g

not approved, then you probably

her -- why ten years?

s not approved, why can't you start

D

EIS the very next day, the very

F

ouple of months down the road. Why

»

5 not right, thank you.

]

AKOVAN : I believe Sara Jacobs from

little bit of time to respond to a

@, are you with us?

ACOBS: Yes, hi, thank you, Larry

® respond to I think the first part
regarding principal threat waste.
is a term we use for the highest-
te on the site and so during the

ey found certain areas that had the
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ion.

ome of those areas were in the pond

re, the settlement ponds. And so

nhvestigating the site, there were

lat had these highest levels of

they know where in the waste piles

reas that they expect to find this

tion waste. And so they're going to

and separate it for the offsite

ALDRON: Thank you, Sara, and thank

our comments. Go ahead, Lance.

\KOVAN: I was just going to say the

h

e have any other folks in the queue

TOR: Yes, Terry Keyanna, your line
AKOVAN: Are you there?

EYANNA: Can you hear me, hello?
AKOVAN: Yes, we can hear you.
EYANNA: Okay, I've been trying to

as Susan but it just wasn't going

reason. So, I'm also from the
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ived there all my life and I moved
Lty about four years ago.

had mostly downs but we tried to

Having my family in my community

th this whole situation basically
5 not fair.

bdy somewhere with all these

d all this environmental protection
y like that, they had to have known
time where these different mining
t. oh,

It's not like saying, we

like me saying, oh, I have black

that, I have this hair all my life

say, oh, I didn't know I had black

ust do that.

s why just covering your eyes and

bdy knows, it brings up that whole

tntal racism and it's just been too
There's no reason for somebody to

that blind eye for so long.

d my family have to endure this for

ly does feel like we're just being

ler and told you took what you have
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to die.
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have children and
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It wa
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in the community.
EPA to just say,
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feels like the EB
those people that
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1 get.

mebody decides that they're not

t of the community, the EPA has
t they will not help them either by
home or anything like that. They're

ving somebody out in the cold, left

a community and we've been pulled
have been pulled away because we
we've made that decision. It was
let me tell you that.
very difficult for me to move away
with my family member who are still
They're making their stand for the

you know what, that's your choice.

g$ually not one to cuss but it just

A is just saying a big fuck-you to
are just at home where they belong,
1at they belong.

ver and over again, people keep
and talking to the community and
In the

community wants. very

told us, what do you want? Show us
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regret, things 1i

just have that, I
and it never chan

Every
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ten all down that damn wish 1list it

b, no. And it's exactly what it is
If this happens
unity, that shit would have been
rime at all.

environmental racism is very real,
-believe, it's not just one of your
at you tell your kids like, yes, we
i1 to the Native Americans.

how it feels, I'm sure a lot of

reart, I'm sure a lot of you guys
I'm sure a lot of you guys have

4

re that. But for our community, we
wish it could have been different
jes .

time we try to bring up a solution

ts pushed down and we're not given

vthing, we're not given a chance to

ally look at the different things

pmplish.

s different colleges that are

help and they're doing that on their
rnment is the one that just keeps

There's been treaties that have
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pled on, you guys are talking about

pur historical and cultural impacts

yvs already trampled over that whole
1d it feels like it's just a joke
ething that's looked at. Because
't been looked at, there was nobody
e indigenous communities and for so
leration might be at danger because
we've played at.

e there was no fencing, there was
was given an opportunity to get my
 that area and so I took it.

rcause I took that, it seems 1like
sion in our family and I try not to
I try not to be that person, I try

try to keep my home open to the

At we can utilize Internet

my
can utilize this area for keeping
loophole because for so long the
peen left out.

even know that the EPA was

n't

Shelley, I want to know who was
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there.

A lot

that the communit

there, and yet, I
meeting with the
decisions on our

opportunity to sa

We're

dealt with things

and so we're not
whole thing right
keep trying to ta
point where we st
And s
needs to be done,
after when it con

because this has

And

g
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this time but ju
unfair to the com
say.,
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been too long.
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of the times, you guys are stating

y was involved, the community was
didn't even know that the EPA was
lavajo Nation President, and making
behalf without even giving us an
r anything.

not children and a lot of us have
like this since we were children
uneducated, we're masters in this
now. And it's not fair that people
Lk above us and yet we come to that
irt learning how to just adapt.
b we want that offsite removal, it
we need to have a community looked
rs to their medical, their health,
been too long.

b I appreciate you guys giving me
t understand that it really feels
hunity. No matter what you want to
to twist it, it's been too long.
another five years,

it's already

© the community has been already
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know why nobody w|
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So m
different changes
not impossible s
they've been deal

Other

dealing with thig
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Thank|
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Operator, do we N
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OPERA
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hey wanted offsite removal. I don't
ints to listen to that. So, please
figure it out.

ny times people make all these

to laws to benefit themselves, it's
please listen to the community,
ing with this for too long.

indigenous communities have Dbeen

for too long. It's not right and

sten, it's not fair.
you.
\ KOVAN: Thank you for sharing that.

ve anyone else in the queue? It's
ke a chance and again, you can also
|d 1like something translated.

'OR : We have no questions in the

14

AKOVAN : We'll go ahead and pause

jive folks a chance.

2. )

or, any takers?

'OR: No questions in the queue at
if you would like to make a public

ess *1 and record your name clearly.
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» Craig, your line is open.

RAIG: Thank vyou. It's really
in this public comment period that
imeline has come up, I can feel the
mmity of Red Water Pond.

also is another community, which is
bn people that share the same road
br community to get back to their
\g their home in the morning and
home in the evening, the effect
e on the additional community on
rs of getting to work, telling your
ait for a truck hauling the waste
d being late or probably even being
ting late, or losing your job.
communities need to be heard, both
r Pond and pipeline communities.

£t for Navajo EPA superfund, you do
Joes not know the hurt we go through
r Red Water Pond families in trying
and trying to get right of ways and

sements for them to apply for the

tive housing.
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the wvoluntary alf
in trying to moxy
families feel con
land, where they
raised.

Now,
away from the si
This is very emof
community to he
together and list
the Red Water Pon

We h
with, we have NTU
Department to wor
have Fish and W
preservation.

We ju
to make our fa
comfortable in mo
raised and I'm g
move, even though

But I

Region 9 needs tdg
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i's a lot of work, we have people on

ernative housing who are dedicated

e everything forward to make the

ifortable in moving from their home

were born, where they were just

Hhere's fences that are keeping them

te, that they have known to roam.

ional for me but I'm there for the

p them, everybody just to come

en to the community, especially for

d community.

Hve the Gallup wutilities to work

A to work with, we have Navajo land

k with, we have BIA to work with, we

1ldlife, we have Navajo historic

st have hurdle after hurdle to try

N

hily members of Red Water Pond

ving to another site that they were
lad I'm there to help many people
they don't want to move.

EPA

really, really think that U.S.

involve the pipeline community as
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which is just rig
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MS. M
(Naval]
Back

MR. R
MS. M
MR. H

the queue?
OPERA
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One moment, pleas
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MS.
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ated before, we have Quivira Mines,

it there.

his is my comment, thank you. I
b say but my time is limited, thank
NKOVAN : Thank vyou. Hey, Joanna,

h

more time and let folks know that

thing translated they can hit *1.

ANYGOATS: Yes, I can do that.

o language (Diné) spoken.)

L0 you.

\AKOVAN: Thank you very much.
ANYGOATS: You're welcome.

IAKOVAN : Operator, anyone else in
'OR: We have a person in the queue,

th out to them to get their name.

14

\KOVAN: We'll pause. Operator, are
SILVERSMITH: This 1is Lee Anna
k with the EPA Superfund. 1I’'d like

1ly don't think that the community

.C. and San Francisco, in terms of
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people are coming
Our h
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community. That
The other day I
Red Water Pond h4
going to have a K
It's
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major event for
comes together,
a ceremony that
And
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realize that they]
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will truly ever under where Navajo
from when they say home.
pme is the Navajo Nation, our home
up in terms of the Red Water Pond
s where their ancestors are from.
as in a meeting and somebody from
d indicated their granddaughter is
lnaalda, a Navajo puberty ceremony.
major event for a young woman which

on is a puberty ceremony. It's the

young womanhood and the community

amilies, there's a celebration and
wkes place.

1is grandmother doesn't have a home
eremony for her granddaughter and
nat hits the heart to a lot of us.
o hear that in a meeting and to
11 never be able to call Red Water
due to the fact that of the uranium
re .

hat comes to light with the draft
ion for the repository is highly

was it chosen next to an arroyo?

tar flood plain not included in the
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meanders, it thin

Event
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there's studies f1

tailings but what
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What'
mill center? Sar
people, why does

studies that have
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r was but not within the map, water

ts on its own.
1ally, that 1 million tons of waste
0ld King mine. The DEIS indicates
om 1996 about the existing UNC mill-

about the present day? Where's the

5 the conditions of the existing UNC
Jacobs mentioned the safety of the
the DEIS have no information about
been done on the Navajo people that

5, their health impacts, what they

s the APSVR in the TU.S. EPA

studies aren't included in that.

\KOVAN: Thank you. Operator, do we

ln the queue at this time?

'OR : There are no comments in the

it . Again, if you would 1like to

hent, please press *1.

\AKOVAN: And again, we'll pause.

A1

or, any takers? Operator, are you
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'OR : Yes, I'm here, there are no

1 the queue at this time.

RAKOVAN : We'll pause a 1little

to make sure folks have a chance to
to.

) We'll go ahead and wait.

could you bring up the slide that

how to provide their comments in
you.

"OR : We have a public comment.
t 1s open.

'TPANT: Hello, can you hear me?
A\AKOVAN: Yes, we can, please.

'TPANT : Yes, this 1s Darleen, I
superfund. I guess in general I
on, that being why do we even have

he two extremes, one being that the
hauled away somewhere and the other
could just stay as is.

nk it's misleading to all of us,
nmunity members to even talk about
len they're not really an option at

a of hauling it all away, we know
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it's a financial
brought up.

We're
don't understand

the middle ground

just discuss that

extremes when tho

]

of us, especialll

community.

And 1
maintain all of t
We've got the pipf
have the folks th4
Il

So,

included too becal

break or whatever
it's going to floj
the same spot as |

Those are {j
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issue and why can't that just be

people too, the Natives. I just

hat. If we're really talking about
of the two options, why don't we
rather than talking about the two
se two are really realistic for any
that 1live 1in the

y the people

ike Vivian Craig said, we need to
he community members around there.
tline community members and then we
t live downstream into Church Rock.
think those folks need to be
ise 1f there was to ever have a dam
, a natural disaster that's where
v if the waste is to be put back in
vhere it was in the 1979 flood.

ust my thoughts, my question and

thoughts, thank ypu.
MR. RAKOVAN: Thank you for that.
OPERAIOR : Our next comment comes from

Laurie Williams.

MR. RAKOVAN: Laurie, are you with us?
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ILLIAMS: Yes, I am, my name is

['m an attorney with U.S. EPA and I

g in but I hadn't prepared anything

just want to join Sara Jacobs in
br attending and caring and trying
th the agencies.

do I want to say that I feel very
g that everyone has said and I feel
k it is so difficult for people to
rision that's been made, except as

ronmental racism.

lebody who comes from a family where

I am not Native American but my
ubject to a lot of racism in the
e¢rstand that is a horribly painful
to feel that the people at the
fully considering that is a painful
do want to say that in terms of the
people would get to return home to

> if the

ad if the proposed action,

is granted and the remedy goes

4
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would be removed.

And I
make
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restored to unres

for their tradi
Nation.
close by, is out

there's a couple
over leaving the v
as EPA often does

And f
combining two are
footprint of the
the Navajo Nation
community.

I do
factors in the de
have not been c¢
creation of the ej
would be safe, wo

And
are usin

agencies

to meet and givy

COoy

that the

73

125 acres where the waste 1s now

think as Sara said earlier, just to

1

understand, the area would be

tricted use. People could use it

b

tional activities on the Navajo

The UNC Mill, while it's very

H

»

ide the Navajo Nation and I think
bf big reasons that it was selected

raste in place and capping the waste,

hat includes the fact that it was

q

s so that there would be a smaller

waste, and the strong preference of

to have the waste removed from that

feel both of those are important

¢ision and I understand that people

mvinced that the disposal at the

lgineered repository at the UNC Mill

wld be protective.

that is the standard that the

g and that the engineers are trying

D

an opinion about whether that
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standard has been
And dq¢

people are providf

N

been taken into aq
That is a big paxny
currently engaged

But y
waste further awa
CERCLA criteria

Congress has set |

So, 1
order to hopefy
criteria, what th
125 acres, most Of

would be cleaned
And 1

currently working

that you have to

]

MR. R
else in the queue

OPERA/]
at the moment. I
comment please pr
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meet.
ertainly, any new information that
lng about things they feel have not

count will be seriously considered.

t of the public process that we're

in.
es, the decision not to send the
¥, as Sara said, was based on the

and those are the limitations that

vithin the law.
'm just making this statement in

1ly help people understand the

D

outcome would be in terms of the
which is on the Navajo Nation that
1p -

ceople also understand that people
for the agencies do care about all
Thank you.

\KOVAN: Operator, do we have anyone
at this time?

'OR: There is no one in the gqueue

f you would like to make a public

pSs *1.
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Thank
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publicly availal
system.
comments and we'l
MR. R
public response,
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MR. R
sure. Operator ar
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the queue at the
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m Craig, your line is now open.

RATG: Thank you, I just have one

omment .

ld 1ike to know if we have a response

type of statement from our Navajo
regarding where the waste is going

ne site to the mill site, which is

quarter of a mile away.

you.

A

\LDRON: Hi, this is Ashley Waldron,

a letter from the Navajo Nation

nents on the draft EIS and that's

le 1in our Agency-wide document

And we are considering their

1 be replying to the comment.

IAKOVAN : And that will later be a
Ashley, correct?

ALDRON: Yes, it will.

AKOVAN: Okay, I just wanted to make

ivone else in the queue at this time?

TOR : There no public comments in

moment. If you would like to make

pPlease press *1.

IAKOVAN : Joanna, I hate to hit you
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but would you mind letting folks
1 request a translation?
INYGOATS: (Navajo language spoken.)
\AKOVAN: Thank you so much for your
ANYGOATS: You're welcome.
'OR :

We have a public comment from

pur line is open.

[SBON: Hello?
'OR: We can hear you.
[SBON: So one thing you've talked

topsoil waste and people wonder

It came from underground and it's
ther Earth untouched so there's a
lon in that land already.

why the (inaudible) Canyon is a

iere and the people that live there

So, I know there's miles and miles

tath, but I was wondering where all

h

from.

Inderneath where they live. I think

is contaminated, it was already

re even the mine company started

g it wherever they took up. That's
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my comment, thank

MR. R

in the queue at t

OPERA/]

gueue at this tim

MR. RY{

(Paus
OPERA[]

MS. N

wondering if you d

this uranium pilg

where it came frd

was before and whg

That'

thing is people m
going to take long

(inaudible)

11

they

to be removed?

So, 1
to do sometimes.
would you do?

So, mg

know how 1long it
certain how long i
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you.

NKOVAN : Operator, any other folks

1is time?

'OR : No public comments in the
A\AKOVAN: We'll do our usual pause.
e . )

'OR: Edith Hood, your line is open.

57, This 1s Bertha Nez and I was

on't know where or what to do about
why don't you just put it back

7

m, back into Mother Earth where it
rre it belongs?
what I was thinking. Another

pving from their home site, is this

er than ten years why are we moving

ay until it's ready to be worked on

1ight now, we're not wvery sure what
If it was you living there, what
ving us people around and you don't

's going to take or i1f it's not

t's going to be, why are you moving
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people? That's a3

MR. R

OPERA|

Laurie Williams.
MS. W
are a few point
perhaps Sara Jaco
address that I ha
One
condition of the
before mining? W,
Why
happened in 1979

is placed at the

about why did we

the final decisigdg

this remedy of pu
So, I

you could briefly

1

i

i

i

I
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MS. JH§
MS. W§
MS. Ji
topics. I think $
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|1 I have to say.

\LKOVAN: We appreciate your comment.
'OR: Our next comment comes from
[LLIAMS: I was just thinking there

that have been brought up that
bS as the EPA Project Manager could
ren't heard a response to.
s the question of what was the
Red Water Pond Road community soil
1at do we know about that?
lo we think another spill 1like
would not happen if the mine waste
mill? And then this last question
begin moving the community before
h had been made to go forward with
rting the mine waste at the mill.
m just wondering,

Sara, perhaps if

describe the answers to those three

\COBS: Ashley?
ALDRON: Sure, go ahead.
NCOBS: I'll try to hit all three

omebody called in and said that the
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community was a
because of the e
already there of
And I
there

are somg

material at the si
areas.

The o
ground surface,

underground mine.

existing at thi
activities.

There
mining, so that'g

talking about for]

There
concerned, it mi
technical informg

that the environ

characterized all

And I

that the ultimate

is that when all ¢
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expressions of or
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ready contaminated before mining

cristence of the ore body that was
iranium.

just wanted to let everybody know

areas where there's surface

e and there is highly radioactive

Hrface, but this is not one of those

re body is over 1000 feet below the

so very deep, and it's that

And so the contamination that is

5 site 1s all from the

]

mining

was not contamination before the

one point I think that Laurie was

me to clarify.

s another comment, somebody was

ht have been Lee Anna, about the

ition that we had and making sure
mental impact statement accurately
of that.

just wanted to respond that the way
site, the mill site, will go forward

N

leanup activities are finished, the
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Department of Ene
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one maintaining
UMTRCA. And so
involved all alor
had a big group.
We ha
and Region 9, the
had representativ
Department from
Protection Agency
And a
eloquently earlisg
the Red Water
appointed her.
But a
this could be don
can be safe for 1
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terminated and would go to the
r9y -

le Department of Energy would be the
the site in the long term under
the Department of Energy has been

in fact, on the design team we

9
I representatives from EPA Region 6
e are engineers and scientists. We
s from the New Mexico Environmental
the Navajo Nation Environmental
and from the Department of Energy.
so, actually, Teracita who spoke so

participated on the design team,

bond Road Community Association,

|1 of these questions about whether

D

safely and how to design it so it
000 years and into the future were
team.

he Department of Energy said we
b even think about designing this

ormation about what is there today?

of the tailing impoundment today?
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What
much water is in
properties? How
weight? What is
They
United Nuclear Cdg
Electric, they dn
and into the grol
ground water tab
state of it and
create a safe des
And s

studies and they

design documents

guestion Laurie bx

'79 spill, a cata

And s
was during millij
active mill at th
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And o1

94 million gallon
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1d water underneath?

How
there? What are the geotechnical
strong are they to support the
the state of the cover?

vanted all that information and so
rporation, a subsidiary of General
illed into and through the tailing
nd below, all the way down to the
e to look at what exactly is the
can we do all of this safely and
gn?

o we called those the pre-design
are available, we have all of our
bn our EPA website and I think the
ought up is could there be a another
strophic event such as that?

that

b when the '79 spill occurred,

g operations, so the mill was an
ot time and there were millions of
ng ponds, liquid tailings behind
e of the dams broke and that liquid,

I think Ashley said, went down the
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Pipeline Arroyo
into the Gallup
Colorado. But noy
The milling is no
been closed, theg
liquids drained ol
where there's liq
it's a different
site than we had
during the '79

another spill 1lik
see, the other qu
made this decisig
only have offers
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selected, EPA mad

years to construc

And

S

lived right at thq
be a long time to
that noise and co
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nd into the Puerco River and down

and Sanders and into the Little
we have a very different situation.

currently happening, the mill has
tailings have been covered, the

t of them. So, it's not a situation

1ids there anymore. So,

situation now with the closed mill

this situation of an operating mill

pill. So, there's no chance of
that happening at the site. Let's
rstion was about moving. We

n and it's voluntary housing so we

ol the reason we have offered

e we expect this project that we
the decision in 2011, to take four
b we knew that for the people who
foot of the waste pile, that would
live right by a mine site, with all
istruction and traffic.

nen right across the valley is the

which we also need to clean up to

1lth and the environment in the long
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term.

So, b

term, we removed f

area, over 200, 00

of the residentig
safe for the peopl

And wf

with clean soil ap

be safe in the 4]

now. So, both th

Rock piles are coy
of work to do in
And
members want to n
can request to mof
on the Navajo Nat
That
complex process
about when she wag
the work that tak

§

So, ilf
and so that's why
to provide housii

Pond Road while tf
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th sites are protected in the short
he contamination in the residential

tons of contaminated material out
I neighborhood so that it would be

le 1living there now.

h

re-graded the pile and covered it
1d re-vegetated it so that it would
hort term so people would be safe
e Quivira and the Northeast Church

ered but we know that we have a lot

that area.
Llike Vivian said, if community
bve, have the option to move, they

re and move to a different location
on.

takes a lot of time, it's a very

and that's what Vivian was talking

describing that process and all of

h

S.

takes a lot of time to implement

we need a big lead time to be able
g for people away from Red Water

le construction happens.
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Now,
if they want they
be done and the
use, traditional
that's what they

So, t
time and because
with this action,
start as early a
alternative housi

And n
some people have,
guestions that 1
community members

MR.
Operator, do we hd
Operator, are you

OPERA
MR. R
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bnce the construction is completed,
can move back because the work will
site will be free for residential
uses, so people can move back if
rthoose to do.

nat's why because of that long lead
of the possibility of continuing
which we think construction would

b

2023, that's why we offered the
g now.

bt everybody has chosen to move but
so hopefully I think I answered the
aurie had asked me to and that
and others have called in and asked.
for that.

RAKOVAN : Thank you

ve anyone in the queue at this time?

with us?

'OR: Can you hear me?

\AKOVAN: Yes, thank you.

'OR : Yes, we have Lee Anna
> queue.

A\AKOVAN: Okay.

[LVERSMITH: Hi again, this is Lee

bf the breach happening, I wasn't
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referencing that
was not active.
There
mine waste up thq
may have gone t
guestionable who

has actually live

A lot
I said, water th
soil scours, the
erosion, there's

The

indicate or infor
a 50-year flood ey
can happen. Tha
that you guys are

And ¢
research and ther]
for these homes,
for the Navajo (
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Is it
the public's commg
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the mine is active. 0ld King Mine
were cells that were holding the
re, and the soil here in the area
lrough testing and such but it's
ctually did the science on that and
i in the area.

like

of these areas within water,

Inks on 1its own, it meanders, the

t0oll moves, it erodes, there’s wind
scouring that happens.

ontaxt of the draft EIS doesn't
h the public that's reading this of
ent, of a 100-year flood event that
's within the 1000-year timeframe
granting this permit.

nen you indicate that there's much
t's much time that takes precedence
roluntary housing to be established
bmmunity. Yet we're going to be
our comments within a month.

even going to be taken into account

nts or is the decision already made?

ay that you're going to get it and
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then in a month,
response to comm
going to be a ¢
there's a yay or
Thank
MR. R
go ahead and get
the queue at this
So, please go to
OPERA
MS. H

like to talk abou

already contaming

because I was rai
land, and it was
We ha

clean and used 1}
sandstone and rod
the Navajo women 1
herbal plants fro
So, Y

was already conts

the mining indust

called uranium.

COoy
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in December of 2021, you'll have a

nt and then January 2022 there's

psponse as far as designating if
may vote on the permit.

you.

AKOVAN: Thank you. Operator, let's

through the folks that we have in
time and then we'll move to close.

the next person in the queue.

TOR: Edith Hood, your line is open.

DOD: Good evening again. I would

L someone saying that the mine was

ted. Well, not according to me

ed there, I herded sheep across the

»

yvery clean.

| cornfields, we had herbs that were

vy the medicine people. We used

4

kK to make the beautiful rocks that

nake and also, the medicine man took

m the ground and they used that.

bu cannot sit and tell me that it

ninated. It was contaminated when

y came in and released that monster

Nt affected the water, the soil, the
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air, and our very

And £

that because that

here and I do what
you.

MR. R
Operator, do we h

OPERA
is open.

MR.
spoken. Translat
Navajo to meeting
Dariel Yazzie.
again. My name w
Yazzie is my name
mom, Joanna Manyd

me. So, I will

people. I am thas
you are talking :
Red Water Pond R
same thing. Tell
again. Talk aboy

yourselves in a

understanding. Th

COoy
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lives.

r anyone to say that, no, don't say

.

is my home, that's why I'm still

I can to speak for my home. Thank

\KOVAN: Thank you for sharing that.

q

ive anyone else in the queue?

TOR: Yes, Dariel Yazzie, your line
(NZZIE: ( Navajo language (Diné)
ilon of Mr. Yazzie’s comments in

attendees is provided below.)

It is Dariel. Hello, my relatives

@s said right by the lady. Dariel

I will speak to you in Navajo. My

cats, I want you to interpret for

J

say hello again my relatives and

nkful for meeting like this. Also,

jbout yourselves. When we meet at

ad,

.

when we meet there I say the
me in a good way it is like that

t it in a good way. Tell about

jood way. Some do not have a full

I think

[4)]

re was a person who talked,
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they were one of
they said. It is
the work that waj
request it and t
approval back the
call BIA. Now, th
to uranium mining
that? Back then

happening. They w
There is a big e
called in Navajo.
the vehicles and
mixed and made,

mining. And today]

g

.

they went there.
it was our langug
made our land 1iK

us? There is no

ones who are Whit

me. This land is

not like. This 134
songs which are v

care of it and c

used to say a long

COoy
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us. The land was already damaged,

not right. Things became bad from

done here. As Navajos we did not

D|

lhe work was done. We did not give

m. They worked Washington and those

ey are following it. It is related

it is called. Why 1is it called

J

here was a war. That was what was

g

inted to dig this ore for what use?

Hplosive. I do not know what it is

The one called the atomic bomb. And

guns and hats, that is how it was

that was why they were doing the
our own people became soldiers and
ome did not return back to us. Also,

ge which was used to win. And they

=)

this. How can they not think of

bne who will speak like that, the

e people. That is not right with

our land. These White people I do

ind i1is our land, it is our prayer,

ery sacred we were told how to take

qrry on with it. That is what they

j time ago. The land is really used.
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Take care of it.

It is not that waj
[EIS] that does n
location, UNC rep

was made for the

are made that w
(inaudible) how i
like that. That i

beach is how it 1¢
different, that 1
put there was met
that. Draft [EIS]
It does not have

not explain it ri
what do you think
why we have met

you my relatives.
talking for us, a
one who sits firg
papers like that
will be our journ
way, we say. As

You tell

for you.

I want to say tha

COoy
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No one has talked like that for us.

. What they are talking about Draft

ot have the language like that. The

sitory it is called. It is clear it

mill tailings. Design and engineer

1]

8y for it. You probably remember

0 was.

The sand there was not always

5 how it is. It is like sand on the

]

doks. It just slides around. That is

-

D

what it i1s called. What else was

q

11 and trash. They don’t talk about

does not have that language in it.

ilt. So, the way that it is, they do
ght. That is why this Draft [EIS],
of that? Talk about that. That is

llike this. So, I want to say thank

These workers who are Navajos are

llso. And the Navajo government, the

£, Johnathan Nez, he also prepared

for us. We will support that. That

cy forward. Let’s do it in a good
stand here I will talk like that
how and it will be that way. So,

1k you in a big way. Also, there is
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time for us now uj
talking about it/
when we meet. T]
have spoken now, ]|

They have to undg

call the Whiteman|

not right. It sho
it is taking 60

support them. Ths
what we were tol

have to use our p

you and that is a

MR. R
OPERA
MS. B
MR. R
MS.
relatives, everyl

I'd like to than
Pond Road and al
this evening.

My na

(Naval]
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H
4

to May 27th. Just keep, just keep

Talk to each other in a good way

lat will take us forward. What we

low can that be, the way we know it.

rstand it. They’re here, the ones

If it stays the way it is, it is

uld take a year to clean up. For us

E

years. And some more if you don’t

n it will take another 10 years is

| and that is not right. Also, we

M

rayers to move forward. A big thank

11 I have to say. Okay. Thank you.

AKOVAN: Okay, thank you.

TOR: I have Talia Boyd.

QYD: Hello?

AKOVAN: Yes, go ahead.

OYD: Good evening, thank vyou,

ody who is with us this evening.

ke

all my relatives from the Water

the relatives who have spoken up

me is Talia Boyd.

o language (Diné) spoken.)
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ide in Gallup, New Mexico, but I

ives in Church Rock, New Mexico. I

body's wisdom and insight this
» lot that I would like to echo.

ir as the environmental impact
5 supposed to be the most rigorous,
s rushed and there's a lot of public
included.

nk in Gallup especially there's a

B

that are impacted that don't have
speak tonight or throughout this
pecially during a global pandemic.
want to highlight that and I want
fact that there is a deep mistrust
mmunities working with governmental
ran't blame us for that.
racism and

is environmental

ustices that are still alive and

well in our comm
again that this ¢
of but then you 4

those timelines.

And
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Also, the two opf
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lean-up is going to get taken care

11 come back and constantly extend

o this is a part of the problem.

ions of removing it completely and
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again, we need to pause on this

b back and have more public comment.
rd to think of other alternatives,
ence behind this, why wasn't the
ln considered?

f these things. Again, there's a
n of groundwater contamination and
to some of the KTNN radio listening
er and again,

over groundwater

B

up over and over again.

u all talk about putting it back to

ions that has never been done,
jroundwater, that has never, ever
how dare vyou all feed wus that

bw it's nonsense, we've been living

ination for decades, we've been

are dying. I live with the fear of
ancer, I drive to the city disposal
ssing a uranium mill.

red to Church Rock, come to find out

ite of radioactive contamination in

ple don't know about this and it's
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Yes,
it so this whole
pre-mining condit

it's never been d

oftentimes the s¢

the companies tha

So, t
very valid concertd
too, that we have
within that area
be considered at

There
with us Native pe
Native people wil
my relatives hav
evening.
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just really want {
this evening.
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to this day people don't know about
thing about restoring it back to
we know

ons, we know that's bogus,

one . The science is questionable,
ience that is done is paid for by
are poisoning us.

hese are all concerns and they're
s. I want to express the fact that,
a lot of cultural sacred landscapes
ind surrounding it, and that has to
111 times.

s a balance that needs to be held
bple and that's something that

non-

never understand, and that's what

e been trying to highlight this
b this goes back to our core values
d our cultural identity, and so I
o appreciate everybody who spoke up

s a lot to say, there's a lot to

this process, it's not fair, it's
pbecially towards Native people. And
re authenticity, we need more
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we need more accountability from

lank you very much.
AKOVAN : Thank you very much for
e have one last person in the queue

h

we're going to move to close.

'OR : Yes, no questions or comments
1is time.
\KOVAN: Okay, why don't we go ahead

then? Kevin, I think Kevin Coyne

ightering your name, but it's late.

| taneous Speaking.)

YTy .
"OR : We do have two gquestions in
time.

AKOVAN: Okay, we'll take two more

the queue but we'll move to close

'OR: We have Alyssa Arviso.
N\RVISO: Yes, that's me, good
1k my comment from this whole thing,

bod comments made from our community
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I'm one person that lives over and
he hill to the north of the site,

L I've always used that road to go

her worked there at the mine and he
omach cancer, which was the hardest
ne waste away, your patriarch. But
garding the groundwater, it seems
the documents groundwater is just a
b in the face.
in NECR,
of the feedback I get is that it's
consent decree or part of CERCLA.
put into this EIS or other EISs, it
de and designed in such a way so it
I where the money is spent.

keep giving the reasoning behind
not studied but that's not enough,
it's not enough

for our community,

being a resident of the area in

to see more money in water studies
San Mateo water study get approved?

proved? When you live on Navajo,
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years ago. And if
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, your mind, your soul, everything,

nected, the animals, the insects,

rs, alr, water, wind.

s so many living things that we
in holding us and there's so much
that you wake up every morning and
w you make that day. And how you
I breathe and walk on this earth.

with

u walk on it softly? Yes,

ence, but all the options that are

s noise and all I feel is that cut

h, that deep incision that was made

t's like being ripped open again.

w groundwater, I understand it, I

of recharge.
have the

Morrison formation, we

D

south of the area, it continues
Nutria Monocline and it enters the
hen to the north we have the San
have the Pinedale Monocline right
rernmost part of that basin.

understand how groundwater flows
that's

ht the Pinedale Monocline,

rrison 1is exposed. You drive in
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mine, the UNC mill site, all that

and you pass through all those

yvou get into the (inaudible) and

rhere that's where that Morrison

ep into the Earth. This is how I

b the place.

this is my home, I go

tn I think about these things and I

=)

precipitation there was meant to

sky and enter these rocks where

recharge.

t's all a big soup of contamination

aid earlier by Ms. Talia Boyd, how

lean it? There's nobody addressing

to. It's a big hard no from the

and I'm tired of 1it.
l)k these issues need to be addressed

well, they can't be because

aying,
RCLA criteria or that it's set by
let 's make a way.

there's a will, there's a way and I

e things that are not yes, the

ral Government, they provide these
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that groundwater
Where
where it should b
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Nobody wants it a

there. That's al
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Operator, do we h

OPERA
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OPERA
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Okay, maybe she s
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ere's the guidance on how to get

study done?

&

is that time to put the money spent
H spent, in cleaning up the area, in
roundwater?

mk we spent too much time and money

moving the waste across the road.

¢ross the road, they want it out of

1 I have to say.

\KOVAN: Thank you for sharing that.

q

've anyone else?

TOR: The queue is now closed. You

send questions to the NRC.

AKOVAN: So, there's no one left in
IMSTEAD: Operator, I do see another
ne .

TOR: Yes, we do.

ILIMSTEAD: Can we have her?

TOR: Certainly, Vivian Craig, your
RAKOVAN : Vivian, are vyou there?
lipped away.

TOR : We do have Laurie Williams,
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MS. W

on the one

qy
groundwater and ]
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CERCL,
groundwater and g
the superfund pro

And t

is one of the thi

on. So, it's a cd
bringing it up, t
MR. R
qgueue is clear?
OPERA
MR. R
OPERA
MR. R
Hello? Ms. Craig
sure her line is
OPERA

and now she did 7
now I do not have

MR. R
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[LLTAMS: I just wanted to respond

lestion about CERCLA addressing

do want to say that I don't want

wsed about that.

7 does allow EPA to address

hat is a big part of what we do in

yram.
lhe groundwater at the UNC mill site
ngs that U.S. EPA has been working

mplex topic and I appreciate Alyssa

hank vyou.

AKOVAN: Operator, I'm assuming the

TOR: No, I have Vivian Craig.

AKOVAN: She is there? Okay.

TOR: Yes, she is, your line is open.

AKOVAN: Ms. Craig, are you with us?
are you there? Operator, are we

open?

TOR: We are sure her line is open

ust leave the queue. And so right

anyone else in queue.

AKOVAN: I think we'll go ahead and
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can you hear me o
MR. H
good, thank you.
MR. C
taking time out
this meeting, and
and perspectives
Obtai
part of our pro
thorough consid
environmental imp
As W
comment period wi]
everyone there 4
comments.
In ad
and recorded toni
line that has bees
can provide con

website on docket
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1. Kevin, are you going to close us

v, i1f you would please?

I

DYNE : Okay, thank you wvery much,

ray?

IAKOVAN : Yes,

your volume 1is very

OYNE: I want to thank everyone for

of your evening to participate in
particularly sharing your comments

q

nd experiences.

1ing your feedback is an essential

dJess and we will give vyour input
e¢ration as we finalize the
qct statement.

@ mentioned earlier the public

1 end on May 27th. I want to remind

re multiple ways to provide your

dition to the comments we've heard

ght, we have a dedicated voicemail

1 established for this project. You

ments to either regulations.gov

NRC 2019-0026.

n accept comments through the U.S.
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mail and you can 3
project comment 4

out to Ashley
information is 1
NRC's webpage, f£q
have.

Thank|
this evening and

OPERA
today's conferendg
participation, yo

(Wher

went
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ilso email comments to the dedicated

B

mail address. You may also reach

Waldron directly, whose contact

n the meeting announcement on the

r assistance or any guestions you

you again for your participation

1 hope everyone has a good evening.

TOR: Thank you, and that concludes

I want to thank you for your

W may disconnect at this time.

eupon, the above-entitled matter

off the record at 11:17 p.m.)
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