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CHAIRMAN March25,2021

TheHonorableCharles E.Schumer

UnitedStatesSenate
Washington,DC20510

DearSenatorSchumer:

IwanttothankyouforyourFebruary 22,2021,letterexpressingconcernsrelatedtothe
Commission'srecentdecisiontodeny hearing requests intheIndianPointEnergyCenter
licensetransferproceeding.Irecognizeyour disappointment withthedecisionbutwantto
assureyouthatwesharethesameobjective of ensuring thereisadequatefundingforthesite
tobefullycleanedupforfuturereuseandthat the agency's focusisonthelicensee's
compli-ancewithallourrulesandregulations.

TheCommission'sdecisionwasreachedinaccordance withitsestablishedprocessfor
decidingadjudicatorymatters.Bylaw,NRCadjudicatory functionsare reservedtothewhole
Commissionactingasacollegialbody.TheNRCChairman does nothavetheauthorityto
unilaterallymodifyanagencyadjudicatoryrulingreachedbythe entire Commission. Giventhat
thisCommissiondecisionhasbeenchallengedinthecourtofappeals andisthusthesubjectof
ongoinglitigation,itwouldbeinappropriatetodiscussthedecisionfurther atthistime.

Asageneralmatter,theNRCstaff'sindependentevaluationofa license transfer
applicationincludesathoroughreviewofthefinancialandtechnicalqualifications ofthe
proposednewlicensee.Further,afteralicensetransferoccurs,thenewlicensee remains

subjecttocontinuousNRCregulatoryoversightthroughoutdecommissioninguntil the

radiologicalcleanupiscompletedandthelicenseisterminated.Theagencyalsoconducts

annualreviewsofalicensee'supdatedestimateofdecommissioningcostsandthefunds

availabletocompletedecommissioning.Moreover,NRCregulationsrequirethelicensee to
includeadditionalfinancialassurancetocoveranyshortfalls.

Again,IwantyoutoknowthatIappreciatehearingyourcandidviews,andIlookforward
toworkingwithyou,theStateofNewYork,andlocalcommunitytoensurethedecommissioning
isperformedsafelyandinamannerthatprotectstheworkers,membersofthepublic,andthe
environment.

Ifyouhaveadditionalquestionsorconcerns,pleasecontactmeorhaveyourstaff
contactEugeneDacus,DirectoroftheOfficeofCongressionalAffairs,at(301)415-1776.

Sincerely,

m

ChristopherT.Hanson
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