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NRC determined that a canister breach is  

“not credible”



“not credible” = “impossible”



Our Requests
• Define the term “not-credible”  

( “not-credible” is undefined in 10 CFR 50  or 72).

What is the specific risk for … 

• Loss of cooling to a Holtec MPC canister at SONGS.  
• Risk of Flooding
• Risk of Corrosion
• Risk of Fuel cladding failures
• Risk of Excessive pressure
• Risk of Criticality
• Thermal Transients 
• Terrorism



Risk Management Process is 
standardized 



Standard Process

Step 1:    IDENTIFY THE RISK

Step 2:    MEASURE THE RISKS



Our request:

Provide Proof



How high is the risk?



• SONGS FAILED DUE TO RADIATION LEAK:  NRC grants 
Edison massive ‘Emergency Planning Exemptions

• BURIAL OF WASTE:  Weeks before the canister burials 
began, NRC also granted ‘On-site’ and ‘Off-Site’ Insurance 
exemptions

• RADIATION INSURANCE NOT AVAILABLE: Not a single 
private insurer will offer civilian homeowners or renters 
protection against a nuclear disaster.

Source: Radiological Regulatory Failure ’ at https://publicwatchdogs.org/resources/

How Risky?

https://publicwatchdogs.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/Radiological_Regulatory_Failure_Final-5-16-17.pdf
https://publicwatchdogs.org/resources/


NRC STAMP OF APPROVAL 



“the NRC has been in 
possession of relevant, 

notable, and derogatory 
[Flooding] safety 

information for an extended 
period but failed to 

properly act on it …”

“Concurrently, the NRC 
concealed the information 

from the public.” 

Source: http://big.assets.huffingtonpost.com/igletter.pdf

History of Ignoring 
Flood Risks: 

NRC Division of 
Risk Analysis

http://big.assets.huffingtonpost.com/igletter.pdf


SONGS: a USGS Tsunami Inundation Zone 



Close up of of inundation area 



“Flooding”



University of Copenhagen new research shows:

Sea-Level rise will increase

“faster than previously thought” 
because (the water) in the sea 
will expand as it gets warmer”

Source:  Science Daily
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2021/02/210202164530.htm

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2021/02/210202164530.htm


SONGS is a “legitimate” military target 
under the Rules of War* 

SONGS is located on a military base

Nuclear waste can be used to manufacture 
nuclear weapons

* See Laws of War at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Law_of_war

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Law_of_war


Thank You
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