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4r. Vincent A, iill
330 Pinal
Orcutt, California 93454

Dear vir. Hill:

Your letter of February 20, 197¢ has been referred to we for reply. Your
letter exoressed opposition to allowing the Diablo Canyon liuclear Power
Flant to operate close to a3 wajor active fault and informed us of a cooling

tank malfunction.

First, let me say that there is currantly no simnificant risx to tne publiec
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healtn and safety assoclated with eartigquaxes at the Diablo Canvon site.
Ihe reactors nave never operated and do not have operating llcenses,

Pacific uas and glectric Company doeas

have 2 license for storaze of new

reactor fuel at the site., 1The Lomnission's staff hds evaluated thls new
fuel astorase and deterxzined that it involves no siznificant risk even if
ain eartaguacke 3hould ocour Jidcn i3 much more severe tnan those considered

in toe plant's design.
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ense, it muat be esteblisiied thnat the pi
13tand eartliquakes wioich gould oa;xr at L

ant
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site before an operating license can ve iasued. Ihe Cosmission's staff
is currently evaluatiaz tuae operatine license applization and has not yet
aade [inal conclusions concernin® the selamic deaisgn of tae plant. The
enclosure provides further details concerniuz this evaluation. 1 egan
assure you that all actions necessary to ensure an acceptable level of
safety will be regquired before an operatine license can be issued.

witn rezard to bLhe coolinz tank malfunction you mentioned, «#2 nave checked
+ith the Coanission’s inaspectors in California. The

yod desorined is apparently an instance where the

fucl storaze pool was lowered

fuel storace license for a saort period of tige.
posl 1is currently baing used to store

gvent nad no effect on publie

malfunction which
water level ia the spent

six inchss below the level required by the

ihe spent fuel storape
the new fuel discuzsed above. Tals

health anid safety, but it has been reported
to the Commisasion and corrective action to prevent a recurrence will be
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Mr. Vincent A, till -l -

I trust you will find this information responsive to your ooncerns.

Sinoor%}yp
Original signed by 1. ¢ DeYoung

R, C. DeYoung, Assistant Director
for Lignt water Reactors
Division of Project Hanagenent

Enclosure:
Uiablo Canyon Seismic
Fvaluation
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ENCLOSUR"

DIABLO CANYON SEISMIC DLSIGN EVALUATION

The Diablo Canyon Nu:rlear Power Plant is located on the coast about 12

miles from San Luis Ohispo, California. Construction is nearly completed

for the first of the two units at this site. The owvner, Pacific Cas and
Electric Company, applied for an operating license in 1973. The Comnmission's
staff is currrntly evaluating the operating license application. This
evaluation, which is now ncaring completion, has been delayed nearly two
years by considerations associated with the Hosgri fault.

Construction permits were issued in 1968 and 1970 for Units 1| and 2,
respectively, at th. Diablo Canyon site. Based on the investigations
conducted at that time the plant was designed to withstand the following
earthquakes:

(1) A great earthquake of magnitude 8.5 along the San Audreas fault
48 miles from the plant.

(2) A major earthquake of magnitude 7.25 along the Nacimiento fault
20 miles from the plant.

(3) A major carthijuake of magnitude 7.5 along the off~shore extenslion
of the Santa Ynez fault 50 miles from the plant.

(4) v aftershock of magnitude 6.75 not associated with a known fault
v miles from the plant.

After the construction permits were issued, offshore Investipations
conducted by Shell 0il Company showed the existence of a fault which
had previously been unmapped. This is the Hosgri fault which runs
offshore from the vicinity of Point Sal on the south to Point San
Simcon on the north and passes within about 3 1/2 miles of the Diablo
Canyon Nuclear Power Plant at its closest approach.

Since the beginning of the operating license review, Pacific Gas and

Electric Company has conducted additional investigations and submitted
extensive information on the characteristics of the fault, its cap-

abilities for producing earthquakes and the ability of the plant to

withstand earthquakes vhich are more severe than those considered in

the original design. The U. 8. Geological Survey hag alse cenducted
extensive investigations concerning the characteristics anl capabilities

of the Hosgri fault. The staff has not yet made final conclusions on

the capabilities of this fault for producing earthquakes or the acceptability
of the plant's seismic design. s



In evaluating these matters the staff has the assistance of fte consultanty,
{ncluding the U. §. Geological Survey. When the staff's evaluation is
completed these matters must be considered by other bodies before an
operating license can be issued. They will first be evaluated by the
Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards. Then the Atomic Safety and
Licensing Board will hold public hearings near the plant site. At these
hearings the Board will consider the evidence and recommendations presented
by Pacific Gas and Electric Zompany, the Commission's staff, the Advisory
Committee on Reactor Safeguards and other parties, including the State of
California and interested citizens, before making a decision concerning

an operating license.

e —— - o o = s st ot - s i e ot o—— e




i e S T A TR A R R R S A o s Mg asi Dt

No. 16- 1 2 7 § Logging Date _.._ZLZ_E,_/_ZE.

Sl NFC SECRETARIAT

TO! D Com.mrss.onet Date _?_/__2__5_/__72
E Exec Dir /Oper D Gen. Counsel
D Cong. Liaison D Solicitor
D Public Attairs D Secretary

O
Incoming Vincent A. Hill, 330 PINAL, Orcutt,

R - T T

10, Commissicners Date 2720

Subject ﬁm&d—@mumwm———

—R4ablo Capian

D Prepare reply for signature of
D Chairman

D Commissioner

3 eoo, 6c, cL, soL, PA, SECY

D Signature block omitted

O

D Return original of incoming with response

(@ Fordirect reply*  SUSPENSE: March 16

D For zppropriate action Wed Ay /= 7
& TP :7/ o {. e
D For information I P ot 4
PN ol 5
ma_ . [/.0%

D For recommendation -
Remerks Cy of incoming to Cmrs., D&SS.

- A

y .U?;"P'CO"W""":S'O" i

[io".'ﬁ'ﬁ;"‘}" MMpies of reply to Secy Mail Facility

NRC462 ACTION SLIP



