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Mr, Cnarles Hearn
1346 Placentia Avenue, Apt, D
Costa tesa, California 22027

Mo <XXTXOXOMm

Dear Wr, Hearn:

Your letter of Octooer 15, 1976 to the Nuclear kejulatory Camnission
nas oeen referreq to me for reply. I am pleased to provide the
information you reguested, as discussed below.

You asked acout the status of an operating license for the Diablo
canyon duclear pPower rplant in connection with tae discovery of a
nearoy fault, O operating license nas ueen issued, Before one can
ve issueu, tne plant's seisnmic design capavilitiea must be reanal yzed
in terns of a nore severe eartnquake whicn could originate on the
nearby fault, The Comission's reguirements regarding eartaguake
satety, wnich leag to this approacii, are sumaarized in the enclosed
Jocunent, "wxisk of Lartoguakes,® oince tne analysis is currently
veing perforaed, we Jo NOt yet know wiat plant modifications will oo
necessary.

you alsu askeu avout toe Cumnission's safety precautions concerning
the licenzing of nuclear -ower plants and the nandlino of radioactive
sucstances from these plants, Tnese precautions are cutlined in tue
enclosed gocuents, "Insuring Safe Design of duclear Power Plantz,®
*Transportation of “uclear ruel and Jdacte,® anc “Diswosal or Kauio=
active .aste." .

You asked avout the meaning of the woru "nuke,® 1 an not aware of
a Jdictionary definition fur tais word, ilowever, 1 nave seen it used
in a slany sense witn tihe following weanings:

(1) nuclear

(¢) nuclear power plant

(3) nuclear ~owered shio

(4) nuclear traineu persomne)
(5) nuclear weapon
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Mr. Charles dearn -2 -

Finally, you asked aoout Dreeuer reactors., udreeder reactors of several
types have been puilt and operated in this country anu elsewnere on

an experinental vasis., The U. $. Liergy Research and Developient
Aduinistration, in a joint venture with the electric utility inuustry,
is planning to build a large plant at the Clinch River site in Teinessee
te gexongtrate the feasioility of using large scale comuercial Lreeder
reactors for electric power generation, This project is currently unuer-
1iny safety and ern‘ronmental reviews by the U, 0. wuclear rejulatory
Comaission in connectjon witn an aplication for a construction permit,
Tue enclosea report, ERDA 76~1, discusses energy cnoices for the future
and indicates wnere breeder reactors mignt fit into a national energy
olan.

Sincerely,

Ben C. Rusche, Director
Nuclezr keactor Fegulation

Enclosures:
J. "Risk Of rarthqguakes®, Feoruary 3, 1975
<. "Insuring 3afe cesiygn of .uclear Power
plants®, Ueceioer lu, 996 /9757
3. "lrangportation of Nuclear ruel and
wWaste", January 2, 1976
. "Diswosal of Radiocactive waszte®, Decenter 10, 1375
5. "A rational Plan for goergy Researcn, Uevelopient
& Demonstration: Creating Energy Cnoices for
tne Future®, ERDA 76=1 (3UMALKY)
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bcc: Paci? - Las arn? Electric Company
ATTN. Mr. John C. Morrissey
Vice President & General Counsel
77 Beale Street
San Francisco, California 94106
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