Haverkamp, Trisha

From: Cahill, Christopher

Sent: Tuesday, June 09, 2020 11:59 AM
To: Haverkamp, Trisha

Cc: Villar, Sheryl

Subject: NASA 01-06571-10, MC#618551
Trish,

Please close/cancel the notification associated with this MCN. Per discussions between Mr. Brown at NASA and Randy
Ragland in Rl, it was determined that NASA did not need to seek relief. The justification is below.

Chris Cahill P.E.

Chief, Commercial, Industrial, R&D, and Academic Branch (CIRDA)
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Region |

Division of Nuclear Materials Safety

King of Prussia, PA 19406

Telephone: (610) 337-5108
FAX: (610) 337-5269
E-Mail: christopher.cahill@nrc.gov

Discussion: On April 7, 2020, NASA’s RSO, Mr. Philip Brown, contacted Mr. James Trapp, Director, Division of Nuclear
Materials Safety, NRC Region |, by email, to notify NRC that due to the COVID-19 shutdown, NASA was unable to
perform quarterly uranium bioassays and quarterly dosimeter swap outs which are conditions of NRC license, 01-06571-
10, and Mr. Brown requested regulatory relief. A review of licensing documents showed that NASA’s license
commitments with respect to uranium bioassays, does not specify a bioassay frequency. Because it does not specify a
frequency, it would not be a regulatory violation if NASA changed the frequency of quarterly bioassays during the
COVID-19 shutdown.

In NASA’s January 27, 2016, license application, which is a condition of NASA’s NRC license, it says:

Personal radiation monitoring devices, TLDs, are provided and read by a certified
vendor. Dosimetry is changed out quarterly. Radiation monitoring reports are received
quarterly and are maintained by the MSFC RSO.

This commitment requires dosimetry to be changed out and reviewed on a quarterly basis and NASA would need relief
from this commitment.

However, the license application also includes the following:



NUREG - 1556, Vol 7, “Program Specific Guidance About Academic, Research and
Development, and Other Laboratory Licenses of Limited Scope”, dated December 1999.

We have done a prospective evaluation and determined that unmonitored individuals are
not likely to receive, in one year, a radiation dose in excess of 10% of the allowable
Iimits in 10 CFR Part 20 or we will monitor individuals in accordance with the criteria in
the section entitled “Radiation Safety Program — Occupational Dose in NUREG — 1556,
Vol 7, “Consolidated Guidance about Materials Licenses: Program Specific Guidance
About Academic, Research and Development, and Other Laboratory Licenses of Limited
Scope”, dated December 1999.

To meet this license commitment, Mr. Brown indicated that he would be able to document a prospective evaluation that
demonstrated that badged (i.e., dosimetry) employees never exceed 10% of the occupational dose limits; therefore,
NASA could suspend use of dosimetry during the current period in accordance with license commitments.

Based on this discussion, Mr. Brown and Mr. Ragland agreed that a formal license exemption or license amendment is

not necessary to meet license committments, and that Mr. Brown could satisfy regulatory commitments with a note-to-
file.



