November 2y, 1978

The Commissioners
T. A. Rehm, Assistant to the Executive
WEEKLY INFORMATION REPORT - WEEK ENDING NOVEMBER 2 1978

A summary of key events is included as a convenience to those
Commissionerswho may prefer a condensed version of this report.
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OFFICE OF NUGLEAR REACTOR REGULATION

WEEKLY ITEMS OF INTEREST

Arkansas Nuclear One - Unit 2
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Regulatory Guides Issued During the Week of November 20-24, 1978

Reg. Guide 1.9, Rev. 1 - Selection, Design, and Qualification of
Diesel-Generator Units Used as Onsite Electric Power Systems at
Nuclear Power Plants [Issued for Comment]

Reg. Guide 8.24 - Health Physics Surveys During Enriched Uranium-235
Processing and Fuel Fabrication [Issued for Comment]

Division 3 - Regulatory Guides - Fuels and Materials Facilities -
Table of Contents

NUREG/CP-0001 - Radioactivity in Consumer Products
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QFFICE OF NUCLEAR MATERIAL SAFETY AND SAFEGUARDS

Items of Interest

Week Ending November 24, 1978

INFCE Working Group 4

A discussion paper was prepared summarizing the preliminary results

of economic assessments of Pu recycle in LWR's using GESMO methodologies,
W.G. 4 and recent U.S. economic data and three national growth

scenarios. Results indicate that LWR recycle is not economically
beneficial for any conditions during this century and becomes margina11y
viable early in the 21st century for the large growth scenario. This
paper will be reviewed with the U.S. delegation priov to the Vienna
meetings.

Open Pit Uranium Mining

Personnel of the Division of Fuel Cycle and PNL contractor representatives
visited four open pit uranium mines in Wyoming for the purpose of
developing information for updating the generic Environmental Survey

of the Uranium Fuel Cycle. Today's general practice is to process all

ore above .02% in U,0, content and to save lower grade ore for heap-

leach processing, o§ gor regular mi1l processing if the uranium price
becomes high enough.

Tracking of Foreign Origin Nuclear Materials

On November 20, 1978, GAO issued final approval of reporting forms and
procedures for tracking foreign origin nuclear material in the U.S.
Members of the NRC Safeguards staff attended discussions at DOE on
November 21, 1978, dealing with DOE procedures for this reporting as
it pertains to toll enrichment contract operations at Oak Ridge.

MC&A Development Plan

An Information Paper to the Commission on the MC&A Development Plan is
being circulated for concurrence, This paper will inform the Commission
of those Material Control and Material Accounting Task Force recommen-
dations which have been implemented and staff plans for development

and implementation of other recommendations.
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Items of Interest 2

FY79 Research on Evaluative Methodology

A proposed program plan for FY79 research on evaluative methodology
has been received from RES in response to NMSS requirements., The

plan covers two major RES projects, the fixed-site physical protection
project at Sandia Laboratory and the material control and accounting
project at Lawrence Livermore Laboratory. The proposed program 1is
under review by NMSS staff and a position is expected to be formulated
in early December, prior to submittal for Commission approval

Structure and Drafting of Safeguards Regulatory Documents




QFFICE OF INSPECTION AND ENFORCEMENT

Items of Interest
Week Ending November 24, 1978

Entronic Corporation, Kingsville, Texas - Civil Penalty Action -

On November 20, 1978, the fommission received a check in the amount
of $6,000 from the subject licensee in full payment of the civil
penalty imposed on October 24, 1978,

2. Preliminary Notificatiors relating to the following actions were
dispatched during th: past week:

a. PNO-78-190B Privately Owned Landfill, Norton, Massachusetts -
Analysis indicates that the radioactivity in soil samples taken
from the landfi1l is enriched, natural and depleted processed
uranium compounds. Additional dump sites will be surveyed to
determine if radioactive material may be present. Concurrently,
an investigation is being conducted to determine possible sources
of the radioactive material found in the privately owned land-
111

b. PNO-78-194 Twin City Testing and Engineering Co., St. Paul, MN -
Reported Overexposure of Radiographer, Estimated To Be 5-:5 Rems -
A radiogrpaher received a probable overexposure of 5 to 1. rews
when he failed to perform an adequataz survey of his camera con-
taining 49 curies of iridium 192 and failed to detect that the
source was not fully retracted into the camera when a film change
was made. An investigation by IF is being conducted. (Closed)

c. PNS-78-55 Diablo Canyon Units 1 and 2 - Bomb Threat - No bombs
were found and none exploded. (Closed)

d. PNS-78-56 Waterford Unit 3 - R0mb Threat - No bombs were found and
none exploded. (Closed)

3. 1E Bulletin No. 78-12A, "Atypical Weld Material in Reactor Pressure
Vessel Welds," was issued on November 24, 1978 to all power reactor
facilities with an operating license or a construction permit. The
bulletin modified the rs nrting requirements of IE Bulletin No. 78-12
issued on September 29, .»78.
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OFFICE OF NUCLEAR REGULATORY RESEARCH
DIVISION OF REACTOR SAFETY RESEARCH

Important Items - Week Ending November 24, 1978

Loss-of-Fluid-Testing (LOFT) D. McPherson

Preparatiuns to perform the first nuclear test, L2-2, during the
first week in December continue on schedule.

The advanced instrumentation is performing very well, with 15 to 16
beams of the gamma densitometers operating. The new gamma densitometers
measure the coolant density and mass flow rate in a radiation
environment.

This week & Tow flow maneuvering test was performed with the reactor
subcritical. The plant has been taken critical in preparation for
power ascension for the L2-2 test.

RSR Data Bank System W.D. Beckner

The Reactor Safety Research (RSR) Data Bank System is now fully
operational. Data from approximately 35 Semiscale, LOFT, THTF and
Two Phase Pump Tests are currently available through the data bank.
FLECHT, TLTA and MARVIKEN data are scheduled for inclusion in the
data bank in the next few months. Data Bank System development
work is now decreasing and efforts are being directed toward
increasing the data collection.

The Data Bank System includes the Data Bank Processing System

(DBPS) at INEL and the Reactor Safety Research Data Repository
(RSRDR) at ORNL. The DBPS allows direct access to data via the

INEL computer, data manipulation, and the construction of private
sub-data banks. The private data bank feature allows, for example,

a researcher to access Semiscale data from the main data base; add
his own data such as RELAP calculations; and then perform comparisons
using existing data bank plotting and data manipulation routines.

The RSRDR serves as an archival and distribution center. Data

tapes are available on request to NRC contractors and the public.
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OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE LEGAL DIRECTOR
ITEMS OF INTEREST
FOR THE WEEK ENDING NOVEMBER 24, 1978

Yellow Creek Nuclear Plant, Units 1 and 2

On November 24, the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board issued an Initial
Decision authorizing the issuance of construction permits for the
proposed facility.

Skagit Nuclear Power Project, Units 1 and 2

On November 24, the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board issued an Order
crantiig intervention to three federally recognized Indian tribes holding
fishing rights to the Skagit River which are secured by federal treaties.
The petition for leave to intervene was filed three years late. The
Board, recognizing the unique preferential status accorded to Indians,
found that their fishing rights would not be adequately protected by
existing parties to the proceedings. As applicants had recently modified
its application regarding water intake and discharge inte the river, no
prejudice was found to exist in allowing intervention on the redesign and
new data presented.

Pittsburgh-Des Moines Steel Company (Enforcement Case)

On November 24, the Administrative Law Judge issued an Initial Decision
denying the request of the Licensee for mitigation of the $2,000 civil
penalty affirmed by Order dated October 13, 1977. The ALJ held that the
Licensee had not presented sufficent evidence to support the claim for
mitigation.

Radiation Technology, Inc.(Enforcement Case)

On November 24, the Administrative Law Judge issued a Decision affirming
the civil penalties imposed by the Director, Office of Inspection and
Enforcement, in the amount of $3,300. The Director had imposed a civi}
penalty in the amount of $4,800. Two items of non-compliance ($1,500)
were dismissed to the extent they rested upon unverified accuracy of the
inspector's survey readings.
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ITEMS OF INTEREST
OFFICE OF TNTERNATTONAL PROGRAMS
" WEEK_ERDING NOVEMBER 24, 1978

.

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION
INFCE

E. Beckjord, US INFCE Coordinator, and W. Kornack of his staff visited
NRC on November 22 to discuss NRC support of INFCE and opportunities for
increasing that support. Among those meeting with them were W. Dircks,
D/EDO, J. Shea, IP, and N. Haller, MPA.

Spanish Visitors

Mr. J. Villadoniga and Mr. A. Carraminana of the Nuclear 3aiety Department
of the Spanish Junta de Energia Nuclear (JEN) met P. D. O'Reilly of DPM,

S. N. Hou and R. F. Audette of DSS and R. Senseney of IP on Monday, Tuesday
and Wednesday, November 20-22.

1AEA
v §
An interagency meeting has been scheduled at DOE on November 28 to discuss
US planning and participation in connection with a meeting in Vienna in
February of an Advisory Group to Review the IAEA Program on Nuclear Safety
and Environmental Protection. The scope of that program encompasses the
NUSS reactor standards program, reactor safety advisory missions, and fuel
cycle safety and environmental activities. Among other interests which
may be served at the February meeting, it will be an opportunity to urge
the IAEA and itc Member States to upgrade safety and regulatory effectiveness
in the dgve1op1ng countries which are importing power reactors per
SECY-78-365.
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OFFICE OF STATE PROGRAMS

ITEMS OF INTEREST

WEEK ENDING NOVEMBER 24, 1978

Program Development

On November 14, Tom Elsasser visited Frank Bradley of the Radiological
Health Unit, New York State Department of Labor. Mr. Bradley
acquainted him with the responsibilities of his office with regard to
the Agreement States Program. They discussed areas of mutual interest
to New York State, the Department of Labor and the NRC.

The NRC memo of agreement with the State of Indiana will be signed by
Governor Brown in Indianapolis on December 14, 1978.
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OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND PROGRAM ANALYSIS

Items of Interest

Week Ending November 24, 1978

Risk Methodology of ueologic Disposal of Waste

At the request of RES, attended a review meeting of risk methodology
of geologic disposal of radioactive waste, contracted by the
Probabilistic Analysis Staff to Sandia; helped to clarify statistical
methodology issues.

Regulatory Issues in Florida

Compiled information on nuclear regulatory issues involving the State
of Florida. Commissioner Gilinsky intends to use this information on
his trip to the World Energy Conference in Coral Gables, Florida.
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OFFICE OF THE CONTROLLER

ITEMS OF INTEREST

Week Ending November 24, 1978

|
NRC's Appeal to OMB's Markup Submitted ‘
:

On November 16, 1978 OMB provided NRC with its markup of
the FY 1980 Budget and on November 22, 1978 NRC provided
OMB with its appeal of that markup.

Staffs Within NRC Meet With Appropriation Committees' Staffs

The members of the Budget Division and ELD have recently
met wit), staffs of the Appropriation Committees to discuss
reprogramming procedures for NRC.
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Kovember 28

November 28

November 29

November 29

November 29

November 30

November 30

November 30

December &

December 4

December 5

FORECASTED EVENTS

TWO-WEEK PERIOD ENDING DECEMBER11, 1978

Susquehanna 1 & 2

Shearon Harris 1 - 4

WPPSS 1,2,3,4 and
5

North Anna 1 & 2

Susquehanna 1 & 2

North Anna 1 & 2

Arkansas Nuclear
One - Unit 2

McGuire Unit 1

Erie

San Onofre

Black Fox

Meeting between PP&L and NRC
menagement to discuss review
schedule.

Testimony regarding technical
qualification of CP & L to be
forwarded to OELD.

Meeting with Washington Public Power
Supply System, at their request, to

\
|
|
t
discuss equipment qualification tests = ° ‘
- ‘.-T
|
|
|
|

for their plants.

Meeting with applicant to discuss
proposed design of shielding around
reactor pressure vessel,

Site visit to discuss industrial
security.

Safety Evaluation regarding settlement
of the pump house to be forwarded to
the Board.

Amendment No. 7 is expected to be
issued which will permit the plant
to go critical and subsequently
opcrate at full power.

Meeting with Duke Power Management
on adequacy of augmented inservice
program.,

Supplement 1 to Erie SER to be published
week of December 4, 1978.

Structural audit of plant design will
be conducted. ;

Hearing recommences in Tulsa, Okla.
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