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MEMORANDUM FUR: Harold D. Thorrburg, Director, ORCI, IE
FROM: Guy A. Arlotto, Director, DES, SD
SUBJECT: STANDARDS REVIEW REQUESTS

I have reviewed your memorandum dated August 23, 1978 staving that IE
has found a sfzeable fraction of standards developed under the aegis of
the imericzr Matfomal Standards Institute (ANSI) tutorial rather than
specific. * u observe that most of the standards in this category are
sponsorzd by the Americam Nuclear Seeciety (ANS), and you cite two recent
exanples, ANSI NE5S8/ANS-51.7 and ANSI N4O3/ANS-6.4, suggesting that the
NRC not endorss these particul: stamwards with regulatory guides.

I agree with your observation that a standard lacking specific require-
ments is difficult, 1 et impossible, to emforce and that, in general,
such staxdards should net be emdorsed by regulatory guides. In fact, we
continue to esphasize this paint i correspondence with ANS as well as
with other societies whe sibwit standards Tacking sufficifent specificity.
Furtw-more, 1 share yowr observations concerring the two example stan-
dards cited; neither standard comtains a great number of specific require-
ments tiet are inspectable or verifiable, and design adequacy would be
difficult to verify without sccess to more detailed specifications or
design documests. At the same tise, we o Standards recnonize that we
are a service organfzation and serve several customers. For the two
standards you referenced, one of our customers, NRR, believes the stan-
dards have sufficient merit to be endovsed. On this basis, we intend

to go forward.

Concerning your suggestiom to better monitor standards work. 1 agree that
we should nct spend significant amounts of staff time on standards not
meeting NRC needs. To this end, most working groups preparing ANS stan-
dards include avNRC member. In addition to providing technical input,
the NRC member has the recponsibility to assure that a standard under
preparation will be of value to NRC; otherwise the member has a respon-
sibility to withdraw from participation.
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In sunmary, let me assure you that we are committed to encouraging
the development of standards that are specific and ¢ orceable. As
i evidence ¢f this comnitment, Mr. Minogue used your m.morardum to
emphasize this point in a presentation to the ANSI Nuclear Standarus
Management Board on September 14, 1972.
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d Oriz nal Ite 3. L Lrlolta
Guy A. Arlotto, Director
Division of Engineering Standards
Nffice of Stardards Development
cc: N, C. Moseley
R. Yollmer, NRR
W. Kreger, 0GE
beec: R, B, Minogue
R. G. Smith
G. A. Ariotto
W. M. Morrison
D. F. Sullivan
J. A. Norberg
M. R, Fleishman
M. S. Medeiros, Jr. (3}
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2. Standard N658-Th#s 1s a design standard which has been prepared by

a2 working group with NRC membership and which has received staff
review, Or September 14, 1978, an "approve with comments” ballot was
issued by the NRC representative on ANS Comnittee ANS-52.
of the ballot, the forwardiny letter and the detailed comments are
attached for your information and use.

A copy

'-‘ In sunmary, both standards delineate design criteria rather than detailed
| snecifications, und as such, do not easily lend themselves to “cookbook”
, type use during tnspection. However, both stapdards are considered
| valuable as reflr&w;es for adequate desion and therefore I expect both
standards to be rsed by Regulatory Gu ‘aur continued assistance
,: in reviewing these standards is apprect .
!
|
'
| Guy A. Arlotto, Director
Division of Engineering Standards
0ffice of Standards Development
Enclosure: Letter from R. A .\ Baer (NRR) to
! 8. 6. Schul ) forwarding
: ballot and N658
cc: N. C. Moseley
R. Yolluer,
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