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. Administrative Judge |;

| Peter B. Bloch 8

i Presiding Officer |Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Panel
Mail Stop: T-3 F23 I

.U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission,.

| Washington, D.C. 20555
!

!

L Dear Judge Bloch: !
! i

| I am thankf ul f or your notice m ant to me on what your i
| position is as Presiding of ficer in my pe tition for standing j
| against'the Cetter Ccncentrate licanse amendment to Energy Fuels '

Nuclear, Inc. (now called International Uranium-(USA) Corporation
(! USA).

i

'I have suggested that the three petitioning groups join !
together to'save you time in going through our pleadings,'and save ;

us from a lot of work. Please use the technical information frcm ;

the - Avikan Af fidavi t where it applies to mine and Ms. Katso's {petitions. We do have common interests. However, we reserve the
right, depending on you decisiens, to appeal separately.

I have already stated my case, in my original letter of f
petition, and I believe all that I need to do additionally is to j
restate, or verify a'few facts. i

|
*

The fact, alone, that the Cotter Concentrate, with its '

documented track record (see Avikan filing), is being brought near !
my Reservation against the traditional teachings of my people, |
should be justification for a case according to Environmental !

Justice. We have stated again, and again, that these wastes I

!contain bad spirits which cannot be tolerated by our traditions.
Therefore, the appeals will go on and until these material are
removed. We have no choice. And because we have not choice, EFN
.will. learn that they have no choice. This is America. Big ,
business cannot dump on the people like.this. Environmental ;

s tatutes f rcm President Clinton 's February 16, 1994 Executive !

Order on. Environmental Justice, along with the May 16th Resolution :

of the National Environmental Justice Advisory Council, !o

i " Indigenous People Resolution No. 2? are sufficient to give us I
standing in these cultural matters. !

;

Couple this situation with the known constituents of the ~i
i
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| Cotter Concentrates, and the fact that there can be no doubt but
! what this site, like the three others where it has been milled,
| will have to become a superfund site because these hazardous

materials are already proven to be anotable and uncontrollable.
If that record does not give substantial proof in " injury in
fact," then we must all admit that there is no reality so far as,

! the law and justice are concerned.

My house'is.2.4 miles from the EFN/IUSA mill site. I haverelatives who live 100 feet from the fence line that separates our
| Reservation from the Cotter Concentrate Waste dump. The people
| are afraid. I an, atratJ. "he zenlity of what cotter Concentrate

does to people and trw environment u t e, wel' e s t a tal i s h ed in Lincoln
| Park Colorado, Miamisburg chio, and St. Louis Missouri. It is; insane to put the waste next to human beings again. EveryoneKnows, especially Harold hoberts of EFN, that I speak the truth.

They are already bringing the Cott'er Concentrate next door to my
home, even before you have made your decision. I believe that is
criminal. How could America have a 1 aw tl :t vuld allow suchinjustice?

I hold the petitiens of 99% of the Native Americans of San
Juan County opposing this action. This is America. The people
make the laws. I am a human being. I am an American. The people

,

| have spoken. If this material is allowed here, forced upon us by
high government offices, lawyers and administrators, then there is
no more America. But if America is no more, then the people will
build it again.

This is my Affidavit. I have spoken the truth.

Sincerely,

f 8" ff
Norman Begay ;

Ute Citizen '
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Shirley Jackson, Chairperson SRLN:rMs.<
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' Nuclear Regulatory Commission
i 11555 Rockville Place; Rockville, MD, 20555 .
4
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Dear Ms. Jackson:

This letter is my petition for standing to be heard in an
Adjudicatory hearing before the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board'

in opposition to Energy Fuels Nuclear, Inc. s requests for
,

i

License Amendmente to bring the Cetter soncentrates and otherhazardous wastes i

f rom other places ithe Whib Mes a Mill which sits nextf e r re-milling and storage at,

Reservation community of White Mera docr to the Ute Indianwhereand follow tribal memoers. ! reside with my family
1

I csk for standino to be heard in the fellowing issuesregarding EFN's license' amendment requests: :
?.

4

1. Our Community and our water wells lie adjacent to.e :cil tr
] levn6 aeam and cownwinc trom the EFN Mill.The Radionuclides whien make up the Cotter Concentrate

originally came frcm Selgium Conge ore containing
approximately 60% Uranium, and now etill contain 104

,

! Uranium. Not only does this ha:ardous waste contain ',

extremely high radioactivity and radon gas properties,
,

1

but each time it is pr: cessed it adds further harnlul i

constituents, which are 'perhaps more immediately
. '

d an gerous to human health that. the Radionuclidee.
According to reports, your agency, and the Department

,
'

!

of Energy have stated that DCE is unable to stabili e'
' .

*

the Cotter Concentrate. Therefore, on the basis of' concerne
family, and myfor the health and safety of myself, mycommunity,'

against bringing these contaminants to the White MesaI ask for etanding to argue*

Mill.

2. The4

Project Manager Colleen O'Laughlin April 2, Cotter Concentrate Project proposal prepared by1997 (theeame date as ycur agency's iapproval of EFN's LicenseAmendment) discusses follow up projects which would
turn the EFN White Mesa Mill site into a hazardouswaste dump. I quote from that documents * Project(Cotter Concentrate Project) will de=0nstrate the

,

commercial feasibility for full-scale implementations
(a) Applicability to Fernald and other DO! eites.(b) Thousands et tens of material potentialreclaimed at,

EFF.
(c) May remove need to constructi treatment facilities. none DOE cetplex

.
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i I hereby request standing in the matter cf whether cr
not trN should be licensed to take currently illegal
wastes into its mill and tailings ponds without furtner
EFA studies and public input. )

3. The ErN mill sits on traditional Ute burial |

grounds, and many graves of .my peeple have al re ady bee..
3

desecrated. In the spirit of respect for the ances tors
of my people I ask for standing, that no f urtber '

desecration be allowed by cringing the Cotter !

Concentrates, or any other narardous material f or
milling end storage at th e Whi t e He s a E ru mill .

|
4. The Cotter concentrate contains the residue from '

the original Atomic Bomb, and it therefere has the !
blood of apprcxamately 1,000, C 00 buman beings on it.
Wherever it goes the evil curze it. has had upon human .

!
life on this planet goes with it. Therefore, I ask for
standing in this issue en the basis of the traditional
religious beliefs of my people, te insure That such a
curse and remembrance not te brougnt to further ,

desecrate my ar.cesters and tribal members in sacred Ute
[lands and burial g;c unds . '

,

5. As an Americ an Citi zen , .n a de.Tocracy *oy th- i

people" and "for the petple, I ask for standing with
. your agency in order that I, my family, and my Ute
People be protected by tne United States Constitutien '

,

and dignified with public hearings in this ar.d any
other matter af fecting our physical, mental, and
s o:ri tu al r|ghte end ell-En:ng.

!

6. Since the original environmental impact study >

which was prepared prior to ETN'a mill being built [

excluded mention of my adja:cnt ccmmunity of over 300
;people as a population.of concern, not even testing our ;

; wells as is required by law, ; hereby ask for standing
thnc your agency give justification fer this disregard.

.

Thank you for your consideration. I will wait for your
[reply.-
!

Isincerely,

'

Nor.an Begay )
:White Mesa Ute Citizen
!

!

. t

cci. Governor Hichael o. Leavitt, Governor, state of Utah
Mr. Hugh L. Thompson, Jr. , Acting Executive Director, NBCMr. William sinelair, Secretary, Utah Division of Radiation ,

control i

Mr. P*eston Truman, Public Aeprese:.tative, Utab Divisien of
!

i

Radiation Control
Mr. Cullen Battle, Attorney at Law
Utab Congressional Delegatien i
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