Nocket Mo, 50-309

JAN 14 1381

The Honorable fGeorqe J. Mitchell
Inited States Senate
Yashinaton, OC 20510

Near Senator Mitchell:

This 1s 1n response to your letter of December 1, 1970 to Chafrman Ahearne
recarding the letter to you of ‘ovember 10, 1980 from your constituents
£leanor and Reynalas *{1ler. In your letter you reaquested full hriefing
materials includina those cited in your constituents' letter., Please note
that the October 2, 1980 letter to 'IRC mentioned by your constituents is the
September 29, 108N letter discussed helow. In resoonse to your request,
am hanny to provide you with the information discussed below.

Maine Yankee Atomis Power Company ('YAPC) submitted a letter to the “RC,
dated Seotemher 18, 1979 proposing modified snent fuel storace (Enclosure 1)
*...hecause 1t appeared {nevitahle that availability of commercial fue!
ranrocessing would be siqnificantly delayed...". MYAPC later submitted

a letter to the NPC, dated Sentember 20, 1980, that proposed a supplement
tn thair September 1972 latter (Enclosure 2). “YAPC nroposed to replace
existing spent fuel storaae racks with racks of areater strenath to meet
currently aporoved Adesian criteria and to provide closer storaae spacing

of fuel 1.e., increased storaage capacity.

Pursuant to the National Envirommental Policy Act of 1969 and the Atomic
Fneray Act of 1954 the MRC staff will prepare an environmental {mpact
appraisal to consider the envirommental asnects of MYAPC's nronosals and
a safety evaluation report to consider the safety aspects of MYAPC's pro-
nosals. These documents will he forwarded to you upon their completion.

Yith renard to your constituents' concerns of increasing the risk of
radiation accidents due to increased spent fuel storage, | have enclosed
NURER-NK7S, Vols. 1-3; "Final Ceneric Environmental Impact Statement on
Yandling and Storaqe of Snent Liaht Water Power Reactor Fuel" (Enclosure 3).
MIREG-NST75 Yolume 1, pa ES-7, Section 4.1; Imnacts On The Puhlic Yealth And
Safety And The Common Nerfense And Security, contafns statements nertinent %o
vour constituents' concerns, 1he findinas contained in section 8.0,

pas £S-11, 12 and 13 are also nertinent to your constituents' concerns.
Faviranmental impact statements, safety and accident considerations as

well as alternatives to spent fuel storace are contained in the remafinder

nf Volume 1. Volume 2 of NURES-0575 contains apoendices considering aspects
nf spent fuel storace in detail. Volume 3 of NURER-D575 contains comments on
the Araft environmental impact statements toaether with the 'RC staff responses
to the comments.
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Senator Mitchell -2 -

With regard to your constituents' concern about evacuation, the ANRC and
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) are engaged fn an active program
of upgrading the state of emergency preparedress at and around operating
nuclear power plants and have published jointly NUREG-0654 “Criteria for
Preparation and Evaluation of Radiological Emergency Response Plans and
Preparedness in Support of Nuclear Power Plants” (Enclosure 4). In addition,

on August 19, 1980, the NRC published in the Federal Register new regulations
concerning emergency preparedness (45 FR 554077 TEnclosure 5).

By direction of President Carter on December 7, 1979, FEMA has been given
lead responsibility for review of emergency plans of State and local
authorities in the environs of nuclear power plants. The NRC and FEMA
developed a memorandum of understanding (MOU) to clarify the two agencies'
roles in this regard. According to the MOU, FEMA will review State and
loca) emergency preparedness. Upon completion of fts review, FEMA will
provide 1ts findings on the adequacy of offsite emergency plans to NRC,
and NRC will then make the licensing decisions based on the NRC
requlations on emergency preparedness. As part of this process,the NRC
will start conducting compliance reviews of all the sites this summer.

The Rogovin report, “Three Mile Island - A Report To The Commissioners And
To The Public", Volume ! and Volume II, Parts 1,2 & 3 (Enclosure 6) was
mentioned by your constituents and {s also enclosed for your information.

1 trust that the enclosures will suffice for you to effectively address your
constituents' concerns.

Sincerely,

(Signed) T. A Rehm

William J. Dircks
Executive Director for Operations

Enclosures:

1. MYAPC letter to NRC, dated
September 18, 1979

2. MYAPC letter to NRC, dated

September 29, 1980

NUREG-0575, Vols, 1-3

NUREG-0654

. Federa) Register (45 FR 55402) dated

“August 19, 1380

6. Three Mile Island Report,

Yols. 1 and 2.
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Docket No. 50-309 /////
The Yonorable feorqe J, “1tchell

Infted States Senate
‘Yashington, OC 20510

Near Senator Mitchell:

This 1s in response to your letter of Necemher 1, 1920 to CHairman Ahearne
regarding the letter t¢ you of ‘ovemher 10, 1280 fram youyf constituents
Eleanor and Reynolds Miller, In your letter vou requested full briefing
materials includina those cited in vour constituents' Hetter. Please note
that the October 2, 1980 letter to 'RC mentioned by #our constituents {s the
Sentemher 20, 1080 Tetter discussed helow. In resdonse to your request, |
am hanpy to provide you with the information dfsgussed below.

Maine Yankee Atomic Power Company (MYAPC) subAitted a letter to the NRC,
dated Sentember 12, 1979 oropnsing modified/spent fuel storane (Enclosure 1)
"...hecause 1t appeared fnevitable that ayaflability of commercial fuel
reprocessing would he sfiqnificantly delayed...". MYAPC later submitted

a letter to the NRC, dated September 22, 1980, that proposed a supplement
to their Septemher 1979 letter (Enclodure 2). HMYAPC proposed to replace
exfsting spent fuel storage racks wyth racks of areater strenqth to meet
currently aporoved desfan criteria/and to provide closer storage snacing

of fuel {.2., increased storaqe ganacity.

Pursuant to the National Envipbnmental Policy Act of 1969 and the Atomic
Enerqy Act of 1954 the MAC sfaff will nrevare an envirommental {mpact
apnr:isal to consider the sAvirormental aspects of MYAPC's nroposals anA

a safety evaluation repory to corcider the safety aspects of MYAPC's-ovpm—
posals. These documents/will be forwarded to you upcn tieir completion.

dith recrrd to your cgnstitients' concerns of increasing the risk of
radfation accidents due to in.reased spent fuel storaae, ! have enclosed
NUREG-NE75, Yols. V¥=3; "Final Generic Fnvironmental Impact Statement on
Han411ng and Storane of Spent Linht Water Power Reactor Fuel® (Enclosure 3).
NUREGNSTS Vo132e 1, ng £S=7, Section 4.1; Ir-acts On The Public Health And
Safety And The Lommon Nefanse And Security,” .ontains statements pertinent o
your constituents’ concerns. The firdinas contained in section 8.0,

pas ES-11, and 13 are also pertinent to your constituents' concerns.
Environmental fmpact statements, safety and accident considerations as

well as alternatives to spent fuel storaqe are contained-in the remainder

of Volume 1. Volume 2 of MIUREG-0575 contains Appendicies tonsidering aspects
of snent fuel storace 1in detafl, Volume 3 of MUREG.NSTS contains comments on
the 4draft environmental imnact statements together with the MRC staff responses
to the comments.

ot |
)
gy

O



:$ 3 g oy gy v

1 trust that the enclosures vill suffice for you to effectively address your
constituents' concerns.

Sincerely,

Willfam J. Dircks
Executive Director for Nperations

Enclosures:

1. MYAPC letter to MRC, dated
September 29, 19840

2. MYAPC lettev to MRC, dated
September 18, 1979

3. MNUREGC-N575, Vols. 13

4, Three Mile Island Report,
Vols. 1 and 2
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The Honorable Georae J. Mitchell NSIC R, Clark Gray File-ORB#3
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Near Senator Mitchell: D. Eisenhut PPAS OELD

R. Purple G.Lai G. Ertter ED0O-09951
This 1s in response to your letter 'of ‘Weddmber I, 1989 to £hairman Ahearne S. Cavanaugh

et

SATE

renarding the letter to you of ‘lovamber 1N, 1020 from ualr constituents 5. Hanauer
Eleanor and Reynolds “iller. In vour letter you reguested full briefing F. Schroeder
materfals including those cited in your constity ' letter. Please note B. Snyder
that the October 2, 198N letter to HRC mentinnad hy your constituents 1s the Underwood
Septemher 29, 1980 letter 11sted below.

In response to your request, ! am ﬁaop!/fb forward to you the following documents:

/
a. MYAPC letter to NRC, dated Seg}pﬁber 29, 1980; Modified Spent Fuel Storage with
new 10.5" Center Racks.

b. MYAPC letter to NRC, datﬁp/g:;tember 18, 1979; Modified Spent Fuel Storaqge.

c. “UREG-0575, Vols. 1-3;/f}n31 Generic Environmental Impact Statement on Handling
and Storane of Spent,Light Water Power Reactor Fuel.
/

d. Three Mile Islandy A Report to the Commissioners and the Public, Mitchel
Rogovin et al, /

I trust that the enclosures will suffice for you *o effectively address your

constituents' cpncerns.

/ Sincerely,

Will1iam J, Dircks
Executive Nirector for Onerations

Enclosures:

1. MYAPC letter to MRC, dated
September 29 1080

2. MYAPC lettar to NRC, dated
Sentemher 18, 1079

3. NUREG.D578, Vols. 1-3 0CA
4, Three “{le Island Repors
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Senator M{tchel) -2 -
1 trust that the enclosures will suffice for you to effectively address your
constituents' concerns.
Sincerely,
Willfam J. Dircks
Executive Director for Nperations
Enclosures:
1. MYAPC letter to NRC, dated
September 29, 1980
2., MYAPC letter to NRC, dated
Septemher 18, 1979
3. NUREG-0575, Vols. 1.3
4, Three Mile Island Report,
Vnls. 1 and 2
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Dear Senator Mitchell: T. Novak R. YVollmer S, Hanauer
R. Tedesco D. Ross F. Schroeder
This 1s in response to your letter of December 1, 1980 to Chairman Ahearne B  Spyder
regarding the letter to you of November 10, 1980 from your constituents L. Underwood
Eleanor and Reynolds Miller. In your 1etter you requested full briefing

materials including those cited in your constituents letter.
that the October 2, 1980 letter to NRC mentioned by your co
September 29, 1980 letter listed below.

s

In response to your request, I am happy to forward to ynﬁ t
7

a. MYAPC letter to NRC, dated September 29, 1980; Mddified
new 10.5" Center Racks.
4
b. MYAPC letter to NRC, dated September 18 ; Modified
¢. NUREG-0575, Vols. 1-3; Final Generic Env
and Storage of Spent Light Water Power Reactor Fuel.
d. Three Mile Island; A Report to the

Rogovin et al. /
[ trust that the enclosures will su!f1ce for you ta effect1
constituents concerns.

\
\
\

Sincerely,

Willfiam J. Dircks
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Spent Fuel Storage.
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ronmental Impact Statement on Handling

/co{ ssioners and the Public, Mitchell

vely address your

Executive Director for\Operations
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1. MYAPC letter to MRC, dated
September 29, 1980

2. MYAPC letter to NRC, dated \
September 18, 1979 A
3. NUREG-0575, Vols. 1-3 1
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