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On February 13, 1983 at 1100 hours, the Plant was in OPERATIO1?AL
CollDITIO!1 1 (Power Operation) at 12% power when the control roon
ctaff was infermed that the primary con t ain:r en t leak rate
testing of the Recire Sample Inboard Isolation Valve had become
overdue on February 12, 1988 at 2400 hours. The action
statement for Technical Specification 3.6.1.1 was entered. The
action statement requires that primary containment integrity be
restored by closing the Recire Sample Outboard Isolation Valve,
thereby isolatina the reactor water satple penetration, or be in
at least OPERATIO!!AL CO!!DITIO!J 3 within 12 hours and in OPERA-
TIO!!AL CollDITIO!I 4 within the next 24 hours. The outboard valve
did not appear to close. The plant reached OPERATIO!!AL
CollDITIO11 3 at 1300 hours and GPERATIOllAL CO!1DITIO!1 4 at 2251
hours on February 13, 1988, thereby conforming to the
requirements of Technical Specification 3.6.1.1. However
Technical Specificatien 3.6.3 was violated because there was not
an operable isolation valve for tne reactor water sample
penetration and the plant was not in OPERATIO!iAL COllDITIO!! 3

within 12 hcurs. The Action Staterents for both Technical
Specifications were cleared when O P E R A T I O !!A L C OllD I T I O fl 4 was
achieved. The root causes of this occurtence were personnel
errors. The corrective actione include re enphasizing the
responsibility to report missed surveillance to the control
room, reviewing this event when scheduling future outages and
investigation of the cause of the valve tailure to close
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fJnllT A!iD SYSTEM IDEtiTIFICATI_OE

General Electric - Boiling Water Reactor (BWR/4)
Reactor Recirculation ! mtem (EIIS Designator:AD)

ID_EJJTIFIC ATIO!1 OF OCCURRE! ICE

Failure to Perform Required Surveillance of a Primary Contain-

ment Isolation Valve and the Discovery of a Second Inoperable

Valve in the Same Penetration - Personnel Error
Event Date: February 13, 1988
Event Time 1100 HoursThis LER was ini,iated by Incident Report Ilos . 88-018 and 88-019

|

C_O llD I T I Calls P R I O R T O O C C U R R EfiC E

in OPERATIOllAL CO!!DITIO!! 1 (Power Operation) at
The Plant war
12% power generating 0 MWe.

!

QEXPJJ1IOff OF OCCURREILC_E
'

On February 13, 1988 at 1100 hours, the control room statf was

informed that the primary containment leak rate testing of the

Recirc Sarple Inboard Isolation Valve had become overdue on

February 12, 1988 at 2400 hours. The action statement fcr

Technical specification 3.6.1.1 was entered. The action state-

ment requires that primary containment integrity be restored by

closing the Recire Sample Outboard Isolation Valve, thereby

isolating the reactor water sample penetration, or be in at

least O P E R A T I o tlA L C O!J D I T I O!J 3 within 12 hours and in OPERATIO!iAL
CollDITIOli 4 within the next 24 hours. The outboard valve did

not appear to close. The plant reacned OPERATIOllAL CollDITIOli 3

at 1300 hours and OPERATIOt1AL CO!!DITIOli 4 at 2251 hours on

February 13, 1988, thereby conforning to the requirenents of

Technical Specification 3.6.1.1. Hcwever Technical Specifica-

tion 3.6.3 was violated because there was not an operable

isolation valve for the reactor water sample penetration and the
plant was not in O P E R A T I O !! A L C OII D I T I O fi 3 within 12 hours. The

Action Statements for both '!echnical Specifications were cleared
i

when OFERATIOtlAL CO!1DITIOli 4 was achieved.

AffAR EllT___C Al]S E O F OC C UR R E!!C E

The root causes of this occurrence were:

1. A failure by Inservice Inspection (ISI) to notify the

centrol room personnel that a surveillance was overdue - a

personnel error
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M_P_ARENT C AUSE OF OCCURRENCE ( C ONTI NUE D_).

2. A failure by the Planning Department to incorporate the

Local Leak Rate Test (LLRT) overdue schedule information
into the outage schedule - a personnel error.

ANALYSIS OF OCCURRENCE

The control room personnel were not aware of the overdue sur-

veillance and the outage plan did not contain information
concerning the necessity to enter the action statement of

Technical Specification 3.6.1.1 on expiration of the inboard

valve surveillance. The ISI group did not inform the control

room personnel of the overdue surveillance at the time it

expired. When the control room was notified of the expired

surveillance, they immediately attempted to isolate the penetra-
tion by ir4itiating closure of both the inboard and outboard

valves. The inboard valve closed but the outboard valve did not
appear to close.

The outboard valve position indicator had previously malfunc-

tioned. On January 5, 1988 the limit switches were adjusted to
' give proper indication of valve status. The valve retested;

satisfactory at that time. When the valve was disassembled for

inspection during the refueling outage, no functional problem
i

was found which could have prevented valve operation. However

it was detereined that the valve position indication was again

not functional. The valve position indication was repaired and
tested satisfactory.

Other occurrences involving missed surveillances at Hope Creek

caused by personnel errors and resulting in Technical S ..c c i f i c a-
tion violations have been reported in LER S6-00S (April 24,

1986) and LER 87-038 (August 18, 1987). However, neither of
,

]
these events involved the ISI aroup.

SAFETY ASSESSMENT

Although the inboard valve was declared inoperable at the

expiraticn of the prior surveillance, the valve did in fact

close when an attempt to isolate the penetration was made. The

j outboard valve was also determined tc have closed on sianal

although it did not indicate closed. The as-found leak ratas of
i

j both the inboard and outboard valves were in excess cf Hope

treek administrative limitr. Mcwever the closed valves still

; served to restrict flow. Had a severe operational event ec-.

l curred during the period when the leakage of the inboard and

| outboard valves exceeded adrinistrative limits, the closed
' inboard and outboard valves would have prevented significant
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Il 434

- - - . - - - , __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _



_ _ _

'

.

vs veuse s uvuron,ca . ,
., , , . ,

LICENSEE EVENT REPORT (LER) TEXT CONTINUATION ***.ovie eue =o vio-oio.'" " *
o. .is o, n

N E'T *W''88" d' tea asvuota its eaet isp g,vt v na 4 m

"t t,;' ." "'f,,*.f :.o.

Hope Creek Generating Station
011 0|4 0F 0 |4010|2o |s |o lo lo |3 |5 |4 8. | 8

--

nn . mc = mm wim

SAFETY ASSESS!g!!T ( CO!!TIMUED_1

radioactive release through the penetration. The reactor water
sanple line is 1" tubing with a 1/16" orifice. Had both the
inboard and outboard valves failed to close, the radioactivity
discharged through this line sould be bounded by the activity
calculated to be released to the environment as a consequence of
the Instrument Line Failure which is analyzed in the Hope Creek
FSAR. For this reason the health and safety of the public were
not compromised by this event.

This report is being submitted pursuant to the requirements of
10CFR50. 7 3 ( a) ( 2 ) (i) .

CCPRECTIVE ACTIOliS_

l. Both the inbcard and the outboard valves were reworked
during the refuel cutage. The a s --l e f t LLRTs, which were
performed after valve rework, were satisfactory.

2. Since future outages may also be planned to begin at the
expiration of ISI surveillances, this event will be
reviewed as a "lesson learned" when preparing the first
refuel outage critique so it is corrected for future
outages.

3. It has been re-emphasized to all Station Departments
responsible for performing Technical Specification surveil-
lances that they are responsible for notifying the S!JSS/f!SS
whenever a surveillance is overdue and an Action Statement
applies. Tnese responsibilities are defined in the Station
Administrative Precedurcs.

r

Sincerely,

f'y Vic c --
S. LaBruna
General Manager -
Hope Creek Operations
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Hope Creek Operahons

April 5, 1988

U. S. Iluclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555

Dear Sir:

HOPE CREEE GE!!ERATIliG STATIO!I
DOCKET liO. 50-354
UllIT !!O. 1
LICEllSEE EVE?iT REPORT 88-002-01

This revised Licensee Event Report is being subnitted pursuant
to the requirements of 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(i).

Sincerel',

Yh && ,

S. LaBruna
General Manager -
Hope Creek Operations

21|&
V'AME:

4

Attac!. ment
SORC Meg. 88-050

C Distribation

i

b
s ,

i i

|

|

The Energy Pc ople

. . .


