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Dear Mr. Tuoper: J. Roe H. Denton Chairman, ASLB

J. Heltemes PPAS

This is in response to your letter of December 4,1980 to Chairman Ahearne
concerning ifr. Glode Requa's ccmments to questions from Mr. Clark T. Irwin Jr.,
of the Portland Press Herald, as reported in the Portland Press Herald on
December 1, 1980

You state that 'tr. Requa, the NRC staff Project Manager assigned to the
"aine Yankee Atomic Power Company application for lona tem storaqe of spent
fuel, by thase comments, has prejudced the outccme of the !!aine Yankee Atonic
Power Company application to expand their scent fuel storage capacity. You
state that "r. Requa was quoted as backing Maine Yankee's long tem storace plan.

I hwe read the referenced article and while the article is entitled "2 Eneroy
Officials Back Yankee Spent Fuel Plant", the reported coments of Mr. Requa
merely reflect staff Dositions on the reneric issue of lona term spent fuel
storace documented in NilREG-0575, "Handlinq and Storage of Spent Licht Water
Power Reactor Fuel." This document was referenced by Mr. Requa throughout his
interview with Mr. Clark T. Irwin, Jr. However, this document was not referenced
in the article. Mr. Requa's comments in the article do not specifically back
or prejudne the instant anplication.

The decision recarding this aonlication will not be nade by Mr. Requa but by
aopropriate manacement under my direction following safety and environnental
analyses which will be documented in the Safety Evaluation Report and the
Environmental Impact Aporaisal. Moreover, if the licensing board desianated
to rule on petitions to intervene grants the hearinq requested by Sensible
'iaine Power, the issues raised by Sensible Maine Power will be addressed and
decided by the Atonic Safety and Licensing Poard.

A ropy of this letter, tonether with your letter of Dect=ber 4,1080 is beinq
furnished to the Atomic Safety and Licensino Board and all petitioners in this
proceedinq.

Sincerely,
! ':y

^ - pg |

* Denotes previous concurrence, Harold R. Danton, Director HD on
See attached Office of fluclear Reactor Peculationg 1/$f81
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G. Lainas H. Shaper ASLB
This is in response to your letter of December 4,1980 to Chairman Ahearne
concerning Mr. Glode Requa's comments to questions from Mr. Clark T. Irwin Jr.
of the Portland Press Herald as reported in the portland Press Herald on
December 1,1980.

You state that Mr. Requa, the NRC staff Project Manager assiqned to the
Faine Yankee Atomic Power Company application for lonq term storage of spent
fuel, by these comments, has prejudged the outcome of the Maine Yankee Atomic
Power Comoany application to expand their spent fuel storage capacity. You
state that Mr. Requa was quoted as backing Maine Yankee's long term storage plan.

I have read the referenced article and while the article is entitled "2 Energy
Of ficials Back Yankee Spent Fuel Plant", the reported comments of Mr. Requa
marely reflect staff positions on the generic issue of long term spent fuel
storage documented in NUREG-0575, " Handling and Storage of Spent Light Water
Power Reactor Fuel." This document was referenced by 'tr. Requa throughout his
interview with Mr. Clark T. Irwin, Jr. However, this document was not referenced
in the article. Mr. Requa's comments in the article do not specifically back
or prejudge the instant application.

The decision regarding this application will not be made by Mr. Requa but
by appropriate management under my direction following s.ifety and environmental
analysis which will be documented in a Safety Evaluation Report. Moreover, if.
the licensing board designated to rule in petitions to intervene grants tha
hearing requested by Sensible 1aine Power, the issues raised by Sensible Maine
Power will be addressed and decided by the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board.

A copy of this letter, together with your letter of Decenber 4,1980 is being
furnished to the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board and all petitioners in this
proceeding.

Sincerely,

|

Harold R. Denton, Director
1Of fice of Muclear Peactor Regulation

cc: Letter dated necember a, 1080 [-

enton
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TUPPER, BRADLEY AND McDOWELL
ATTOFNEYS Af L A%

102 TOWNSEND AVENUE
St ANL E Y R . Tt.'PPf.R BOOTHBAY HARBOR, MAINE M538 CAN AL BANK BUILDING. LONG % HARF

[aRy L bS$E ' (207) 633 4 00
P o BM 20 D R A .MAWEWH2

December 6, 1980

Hon. John F. Ahearne , Chairman
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
1717 H St., NW
Washington, D. C . 20555

Re : Matter of Maine Yankee Atomic Power Company
(Maine Yankee Atomic Power Station) Applicant
Modified Spent Fuel Pin Storage with New 10.5"
Center Racks)

Dear Mr. Ahearne :
,

1

I am writing the Commission as co-counsel for Sensible Maine Power,
Intervenor in opposition to MYA's plan to store all of its nuclear
waste in its existing fuel pool for the lifetime of that plant.

It is my wish to draw to your attention remarks made by an NRC of-
ficial, Mr. Glode Requa, to the Portland Press Herald, Dec. 1, 1980
(copy enclosed) as reported by Clark T. Irwin, Jr. Mr. Requa was ;

quoted as backing MYA's long-term storage plan, focusing on one of a
number of contentions raised by Intervenor.

|

I consider these remarks made by Mr. Requa, before even a pre-hear- |
ing conference has been ordered, as very unprofessional. When an |
NRC official prejudges an issue of this importance it does little
to assure the public that these matters will receive a fair and I

1objective hearing.

No criticism is implied toward Mr. Irwin, Staff Writer for the Port-
land Press Herald; he was merely doing his job. However, Mr. Re qua
did a disservice to the NRC, the State of Maine (a participant in
this matter) and the Intervenor.

Sin ce rely, 7ri, ./ >

<.|[JLtc.in,fe<'' .. '' '

Stanley R.f upperT

cc: Henry J. McGurren, Esq.
Counsel for NRC Staff

Clark T. Irwin, Jr.

John Patterson, Esq., Deputy Attorney General, State of bhine

80/200w)
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