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This {s in response to your laetter of December 4, 198C to Chairman Ahearne
concerning 'tr. Glode Pequa's ccmments to questions from Mr, Clark T. Irwin i [

of the Portland Press Herald, as reported in the Portland Press Herald on
Necemher 1, 1980,

You state that Mr, Requa, the NRC s*taff Project Manager assianed to the

"afne Yankee Atomic Power Comnany application for lona term storange of spnent
Fuel, by these comments, has preiudaed the outcome of the Maine Yankee Atomic
Power Company application to exnand their spent fuel storaae capacity. You
state that Mr, Requa was quoted as backing “aine Yankee's lona term storace plan,

I hive read the referenced article and while the article fs entitled "2 Eneray
Nfficials DNack Yankee Spent Fuel Plant”, the reported comments of Mr, Requa
merely reflact staff positions on the ceneric issue of lona term spent fuel
storaae documented {in NUREG-N575, "Handlinq and Storage of Spent Liaht Water
Power Peactor Fuel," This documen* was referenced by Mp, Requa throuahout his
interviow with Mpr, Clark T. lrwin, Jr, However, this document was not referenced
fn the article. Mr, Renua's comments in the article do not specifically back

or nrejurdne the instant anplication.

The decision reaarding this annlication will not he made by '"'r. Requa but by
aonropriate manaacement under my direction followine safety and environmenta)
analyses which will he documented in the Safety Evaluation Renort and the
Environmental Impact Apprafsal, Moreover, 1f the 1icensing hoard desianated
to rule on petitions to intervene arants the hearina requested by Sensihle
Mafne Power, the {ssues raised hy Sensihle “aine Power will he addressed and
decided hy the Atomic Safety and Licensina Rnard,

A copv of this letter, tocether with vour letter of Necember 4, 1980 s heinn
furnished to the Atomic Safety and Licensina Board and al) netitiorers in this
nroceedina,

Sincerely,
vl;'
' rmm
*Denotes previous concurrence, Harold P, Nenton, Nirector HD on
See attached Office of 'luclear Reactor F’e'.-mhﬁ:ior}’r 1/4478]
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This 1s in response to your letter of December 4, 1980 to Chairman Ahearne
concerning Mr, Glode Requa's comments to questions from Mr, Clark T. lrwin Jr.
of the Portland Press Herald as reported {n the Portland Press Herald on
NDecember 1, 1980,

You state that 'r, Requa, the MRC staff Project Manaqer assiined to the

aine Yankee Atomic Power Company apnlication for lonq term storage of snent
fuel, by these comments, has prejudged the outcome of the Maine ‘ankee Atomic
Pawer Company apnlication to expand their spent fuel storage capacity. You
state that “r, Pequa was quoted as hackinag “aine Yankee's lona term storage nlan.

1 have read the referenced article and while the article is entitled "2 Eneray
Nfficials Sack Yankee Spent Fuel Plant", the reported comments of '‘r. Rejua
marely reflect staff positions on the aeneric 1ssue of long term spent fuel
storage documented {n NUREN-0675, “"Handling and Storane «f Spent Liaht Water
Power Reactor Fuel." This document was referenced by *r. Requa throuahout his
interview with Mp, Clark T, Irwin, Jr. However, this document was not referenced
in the article. Mr. Requa's comments in the article do not specifically back

nor nrejudae the nstant application.

The decision recardina this application will not be mad> by "r. Nequa but

hy appropriate mananement under my direction following sifety and environmental
analysis which will be documented in a Safety Evaluation Zenort. ‘“oreover, if
the licensing hoard desianated to rule in petitions to intervene grants the
hearin: requested hy Sensihle Maine Power, the issues raised by Sensihle 'taine
Power wil)l be addressed and decided by the Atomic Safety and Licensing Zoard.

A copy of this letter, together with vour letter of December 4, 1980 is being
furnished to the Atomic Safe*y and Licensing Board and a1l petitioners in this
proceeding.,

Sincerely,

Harold R, Denton, Director
Nffice of Muclear Reactor "equlation

cc: Letter dated Necemher 4, 1080 :gz .
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TUPPER, BRADLEY AND MCDOWELL

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
102 TOWNSEND AVENUE

STANLEY R TUPPER ‘ BOOTHBAY HARBOR, MAINE 518 CANAL BANK BUILDING, LONG WHARF
EDWARD F. BRADLEY, JR (207) 6334000 P.O. BOX 267 DTS, PORTLAND, MAINE 04112
JERRY L McDOWELL (207) 17340788

December 4, 1980

Hon. John F. Ahearne, Chairman
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
1717 H St., NW

Washington, D. C. 20555

Re: Matter of Maine Yankee Atomic Power Company
(Maine Yankee Atomic Power Station) Applicant
Modified Spent Fuel Pin Storage with New 10, 5"
Center Racks)

Dear Mr. Ahearne:

I am writing the Commission as co-counsel for Sensible Maine Power,
Intervenor in opposition to MYA's plan to store all of its nuciear
waste in its existing fuel pool for the lifetime of that plant.

It is my wish to draw to your attention remarks made by an NRC of-
ficial, Mr. Glode Requa, to the Portland Press Herald, Dec. 1, 1980
(copy enclosed) as reported by Clark T. Irwin, Jr. Mr. Requa was
quoted as backing MYA's long~term storage plan, focusing on one of a
number of contentions raised by Intervenor.

I consider these remarks made by Mr., Requa, before even a pre-hear-
ing conference has been ordered, as very unprofessional. When an
NRC official prejudges an issue of this importance it does little
to assure the public that these matters will receive a fair and
objective hearing.

No criticism is implied toward Mr, Irwin, Staff Writer for the Port-
land Press Herald; he was merely doing his job., However, Mr. Requa
did a disservice to the NRC, the State of Maine (& participant in
this matter) and the Intervenor.

Sincerely, \

S
; . U
F

7« A 57 -("f a0l Mt/ L
Stanley R. Tupper

cet Henry J. McGurren, Esq.
Counsel for NRC Staff

Cilark 7. Irwin, Jdr.

John Patterson, Esq., Deputy Attorney General, State of Maine

,A7a. B013/500% D
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By CLARK T. IRWIN JR_
Stn? Writer

Two federal energy officials asy that the
Maine Yankee Atomic Power Co s plan to
increase its capacity to store spent fuel st
its Wiscasset plat s & commonplace and
sefe procedure

The redctor, 38 percent owned by Central
Maine Powsr Co . has applied to the Nucle
ar Regulatory Qemmission for a permi® wo
concentrate he el et tubes in fe
stored spent fuel lies and to rack the
assemblies closer together underwster in
the plant’s stabsless stee!, 38 foot deep stor

age pool :
The safety téview on that application
could be concluded this month or sarly next
, NRC officer Glode Requa told the
g'- Herald. Public hearings on the idea
have 0ot yet beh schaduisd
Requa and lames . Plore of the Depart -

A tachnician leoks down on the
spent fuel pool st Maine Yankee,
where officialy seek to intrease
storege capacty. The arrow in
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ment of Energy’s Office of Spent Fuel
Transportation and Sto: expreased
doubts about the validity of critics’ argu
ments sgainst the rerscking

Dr. Gordon Thompeon of the Union of
Concerned Scientists in ( ambridge Rass
told the Press Herald recently that a drop in
the water leve! In » reactor's spent fuel pool
could cause owerheating from the fuei as
semblies’ regidiai Lest

That, he said, could release b rogen gas
s zirconium tabe coverings melt and » Ras
expiosion could spresd nrm«vw varors

An alrplane crash or 8 severs earthquake
might trigger the water loss, Thompson
sald. He prefery storing the 12 foot i fuei
assemnblios in Meavy ’ﬂppma r-skn_ﬁﬂrm
m'_ulr currents to cool them

This scenario has been over many
times." the NRC's Reque said. "bet #t keape
coming up ”

The safety issue already has been *
dressed [ appicdtions oM more than
other commercial reactors, Requa said an’
"I would smy that most others have com
pleted the ?ﬁm +

Maine Yankee, however, was the first
commercial reactor compeny to develop a
method for increasing the number of t
tubes that can be stored in each fuel assem
biy. Requa said

As used in the reactor, each fue! assembly
contains 178 fuel tubes; the Maine Yankse
plan calls for reassembling the units under
water to increase the number of tubes to
285 per assembly for storage

Thompeon's preferred route, storing the
used fuel assemblles in shipping casks
weighing between 22 and 97 tons each, suf
fers from a number of drswbacks Requa
said

There are fewer than 'wo dozen such
caskr in the country n.um?mtf to the DOE,
with a total capucity of about 50 fuel assem
blies for ssurized water reactors like
Maine Vsnm

But Maine Yankee alone already has 508
fuel assemblies stored in its spent fuel pool

the number withdrawn from the reactor
core since it bacame operationsl in 1972

The pool as presently racked can hold 963
assemblies. That capacity would grow by
500 to 800 from the proposed reracking and
another 700 to 800 from the proposed fuel
rw!»f tube concentration within the sssem

ies

That ralses another point Requa said
Building either a new pool or an air cooled
storage facility would be “very, very expen
sive”™ compared to the plan submitted by
Maine Yankee

And if the government shouid, mean
while, ready a central AFR (Away From Re
actor) age plant cr a “permanent”
disposa €, as called for by current plans,
that investment could be both short llved
and costly to rat of the utilitios that
draw power from Maine Yankee

lase Postage Puic

s back Yankee spent fuel plan

The proposed plan would cost “a

lion dollars. ™ scoording to Maine Y
iear engineering and licen
while alternatives woul
ne

Another problem, Requa adds is that
while the casks are inapected tested and li
censed for shipping they are not licensed
for use as storage devices

Majne Yankee will exhausr jte spent fuet
storage capacity by 1987 the reason for
Rs petition to the NR( and Requs sald
it's his “gut feeling™ that dry storage with
ccsks couldn™t be licensed before that time

But the centra! question is safery

"W think *hit water basin story » is
safe.” said the DOF s Fiore As to Thomp
son’s assumed accident stemming from an
sirplance crash or earthquske, Flore sald
“Anyone can come up with a what if scensr
1o, but we don't see ¢ (storage) as having »

" (o
:Ygté.‘lr safety adwantage (over wet

-
And In any event, he added "‘&
fuel there right now reru n‘?’p
crease the extent of a catastrophic
accident, if one sh W pper
Garrity, who has worked at the Wiscasset
reactor for 10 years, similarly argues thst
r\'r‘n('k!nf might add “a few percentage
points of seriousness” to any sccident that
might happen to the poo but he doubts
the premise that one wouid
The pool is & stainless stee
by concrte, mostly helow gro
said. So its response 1«
would likely be to bend rather than rug!

Even if the liner broke ¢ y, Garrity said,
the building has ¢ ve fon and filter

stem to remove radioctive particles from
t air. The same filters, he sa'd. would
scrub potentin’ly explosive hydrogen gas
from the air

Aapart from the plant’s mecha: ical
ing systems, G y said, an emergency ¢
sponse to 8 water ! n the pool
couid draw on & mu tillion gation pond
built outside for firefighters’ use

Most of the 505 assemblies in the pool, he
said, couldn’t generste en .
the Y m tubes and release the hydro

n and rad tive compounds essentizl to

)r. Thompson's assumed accident

Once withdrawn from the reactor core
the DOE calculates, fuel assembiies lose
shout 90 percent of their residual heat
within a year

Since the Maine Yankee plant oper=4 in
1972 and refueied more often at the ~.tent
than ¥ has lately, the average fuel asse mbly
stored in the pool has been out of the re
actor for four to five years

See YANKFE
Back page this section




most adverse condition.” Water bolls st operating conditions.

Requa said that Ma Yankee has Same ristical confidence jevel that it8
been very ve” In designing exceed.?O reent of crit
its spent fuel pool cation. NRC lity, Requa sale way below
lations require 98 percent statistical ifications-

con red fuel pssem™ Finally, he said, spent fuel assembly




