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Mr. Richard T. Xsnnedy
Leader, NRC Trunsition Team
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commi.ision

.Washington, D. C. 20555

Dear Sir:

Enclosed is a copy of excerpts from the hearings on the

Nuclear Siting and Licensing Act of 1978 which yot requested.

Sincerely,
,.

.m / t.s

,eha* N
,

James A. F-i't zgerald '

' Assistant General Counsel
Enclosure:
As stated
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IdentifythosesectionsofH.R.11704which(i) confer
new authorities or responsibilities on the NRC and (ii)OUEST10N 6

ilities from
the NRC. , existing authorities or responsibtransfer

Explain the nature of the change and provide thes .

A. ,

rationale for each such change.

What authorities and responsibilities are conferred8.
upc' the Department of Energy by H,R.11704 and what
is d e rationale for each such change?

ANSWER _:

The following table notes .the sections that would confer new authority
or responsibility upon the NRC and the rationale for the change;A.

Principal Rationale _

htien of Atomic Enercy Act

1124(advanceplanning) tarly identification *nd possible
resolution of PNolema ,

,

i

State shou J have responsibility1

185a and b (need certificates for need decisions; CP completionand deletion of CP completion' date does not serve useful purpose -:
1 cates)

189b (combined CP/0L)
Early decisions on final designs. . |

CP hearing not necessary when
189a(1)(A))(no mandatory no one requests one
CP hearing

189a(1)(A)(mandatoryhearings Importance of the proceedir.g
on standardized designs, com
bined CP/0L. site pemits)

NEPA does not require hearings189a(1)(C)(hybridNIPA (see NRC testimony for differinghearings)
views)

189a(a)(2)(A)and(8)(new
Improve public participation

.

notices)

189a(2)(A) (standard for
More appropriate and workable,

prenoticingamendments) standard

Improve the stability and pre.
189a(2)(C)(limitation dictability of licensing processon relitigation) (set NRC testimony for differing

views)

.

b
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5ection of Atomic Enerov Act

189a(3)(interimlicenses) Princical Rationale
arid 192

' educe unnecessary delays when
public interest warrants proeptaction

193 a-d (early site)
(lar9ely confimatory) Authorize issuance of pemits in

a separate proceeding from the CP
193e (early construction and allow States to obtain permits
on pre-approved site) Reduce unnecessary deleys (see
194c (fees) NRC testimcny for differing views

182) (ACRS)' Encourage standardization

195a-h, k. 196b (delegation Eliminate unnecessary ACRS reviews
of NEPA review function) Better recognize prcper State rcle
195j (grants to States)

Encoura
reviews.ge States to do NEPA

196a (coordination)
Regional reviewsCoordinate Feveral, State, and

197 (intervenor fundin9) .

Improve public psrticipation i
B.

The bill dees not vest any new authority or
responsibility in 00E.
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QUESTION 26

Ide".tify these actions prcPesed in H.R.11704 which can be im.
Plemented administratively,

RESPONSE:
w

See response to question 6.
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