NOV 13 1980

Regfonal Director, Regfon 3
U.S. Fish and Wild1ife Service
Federal Building, Fort Snelling
Twin Cities, Minnesota 55111

Dear Sir:

Kerr-McGee Chemical Corporaticn (the applicant) is currently seeking an
acceptable pla. for decommissioning its Rare Earths Facility located in
West Chicago, I11inofs. The applicant proposes to dismantle the Factory,
stabilize the disposal site, and restore the property for beneficial use.
An alternative to the plan proposed above 1s to move the ore residue and
radioactive wastes for offsite disposal. Kerr-McGee has cited six clay/
shale quarries, locates 1n I114nofs, as potential locations for low-permezti?
conditions.

The Kerr-McGee West Chicago Facility is located in DuPage County, about 50 k==
west of downtown Chicago. The clay/shale quarries considered as alternate
disposal site: are located in Bond, Scott, McDonough, LaSalle and Grundy
counties. A map of the general locations 1s enclosed.

This Tetter constitutes a formal request for consultation with, and the
assistance of tho Department of the Interfor in furtherance of the purposss

of the 1975 amendments to the Endangered Species Act. Pursuant to Sectionm
7(c) of the Act, please forward informatfon as to whether any plants and
animals that are 1isted or proposed to be 1isted as endangered or threatere<
species may be presert in the vicinity of the sites discussed above. In tre
event that 1isted and/ur candicate species are involved, please advise of o=
sugg-stions or recommencntions that would facilitate further interagency

cooperation as required in the Act.

If you have any further questions regarding this request you may contact ==
at 301/427-4510,

Sincerely yours,

Original Signed byt

¥. A, Nixon, Project Manager

Uranium Process Licensing Section

Uranfum Fuel Licensing Branch

Division of Fuel Cycle and
Material Safety
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UNITED STATES

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

REGION V
230 SOUTH DEARBORN ST
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 80804

NOV 1 31980

Mr. W.A. Nixon

N' .lear Regulatory Cown1<sion
Uranium Process Licensing Sec
Uranium Fuel Licensing Branch
Jivision of fuel Cycle &
Material Safety
washington, D.C. 20555

Dear Mr. Nixon:

nt you comment

Plan for Kerr-McGee Chemical Corpore
ion furnished on Oct~*e:*
a member of Region V Radiation Program,

understanding

the bd:fS of informat
a routine ne fO]]Lhu it is my
been receive d and reviewed by your staff b'* tha
éction would be forthcoming. The Nuclear Reaul

resolved to move rapidly to deal with the prob]em and,

scheduled release C‘ a draft ;nv1rvnﬁehta1
this year. Region V's cowments will be
of course, can respond to the DEIS.
Region V understands the NRC's desire to move on
Chicago as rapidly as possible. Our concern is
solutions to the many site-related pro

acility so that the health of the
eny further environmental deg
release of the DEIS and

citizens of
radation is
inticipat

O
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United States Depa tment of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE wihiorcabeny
Federal Building, Fort Snelling

Twin Cities, Minnesota 55111 AF=—==_

NOV 26 1380

Mr. W. A. Nixon, Project Manager

Uranium Process Licensing Sectior

Division of Fuel Cycle and
Material Safety

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

washington, D. C. 20555

Dear Mr. Nixon:

P

This letter responds
species comments rela to the proposed application by Kerr-McGee
Chenmical Corporation to decommis - are Earth Facility in DuPage

3

to
ive

your November 1980 request for endangered
e

County, Illinuis. The applicant oposes to dismantle the factory, sta==—

lize the disposal site and restore the property for beneficial use. Tk=

alternative to this proposal is to transport the ore residue and radio—

a::xve waste to other disposal sites. Kerr-McGee has identified six cl=>

shale (ud.AAes located in Bond, Scott, “gJﬂﬂ“”’h LaSalle and Grundy

of ALK
(rwg'Lw‘, ! ois as potential locations for offsite disposal.

with Section 7 (c¢) of the Endangered Species
Fvowrd; agencies are required to obtain from the
2 , Service information concerning any srcoies, listed or proges=
to be list which may be present in the area of a proposed action. T&
fore, we are furnishing you the following list of species, on a county
county basis, which my be present in the concerned area:

DuPage County Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis)
B(Jf\d C\'."U ﬂty - In "113“3 ) Ay pasacii

Gray bat _v; is grisescens)
Scott County Indiana bat

Cray bat

ald ecagle (Haliaeetus leucoceph

McDonough County Indiina bat ; AT g
LaSalle County Ind.ana bat

Balil eagle
Grundy Cecunty Ind‘ana bat

Baldl eagle

nalcs

9 &0)27
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}ndiana bats breed throughout Illinois frequenting floodplain and riz=—:: e
Nursery roosts are generally located under the shagging ba— =i=4

Beginning in early fall, this species :
to traditional wintering caves, soume of which are located in Illinois. o~
particular cave, Blackball Mine, LaSalle County, has been listed as <
cal habitat for the species.

habitats.

dead or dying riparian trees.

Gray bats, in comparison, are more restricted in their distribution am= =
clusively utilize caves as nursery and wintering habitats.

Our concern for Bald eagles, with respect to this project, deals pri=a—— "=
Wintering esgles are commonly encountered alc—xr ===

—
— T

.

with wintering bi-ds.
systems, lakes and reservoirs where open water exists year around.
open water areas provide the food source for wintering eagles with
crippled waterfowl constituting the bulk of their diet.

Enclosed you will find a supplementary list describing wajor respo
required of Federal agencies under the Endangered Species Act of 197=, ===
amended. Please refer to this list whenever applicable.

This letter provides comment only on the endangered species aspect <
project. Comments on other aspects of the project under the authorZ
and in accordance with the provisions of the Fish and Wildlife CoorZ:
Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 661 et. seq.) may be sent «=

separate cover.

1f there are any questions, or if we can be of further assistance,
contact our Region 3 Endangered Species Office at (612) 725-3596.

Enclosure

Sincerely yours,
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FEDERAL AGENCIE

MAJOR RESPONSIBILITIES UNDER
THE ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT OF 1973, AS AMENDED

i

8.7 AL} Federal agenciles sh.all, in consu tion with and with the assista——s
of the Secretary, utilize their autl ties in furtherance of the pu=—=====
of this Act by carrying out programs .oT the conservation of encapgeTs==—
threatened species..

In accordance with Seccion 7(c) of the Endangered Specles Act of 1975,
amended, the Federal agency responsible for actions authorized, funde==_
carried out in furtherance of a construction project that significa=—""
the quality of the human environment, 1§ required to conduct a biolee—=
assessment. The purpose of tne assessment is to i{dentify listed or =
species likely to be adversely affected by their action and to assisc
Federal agency ia making a decision as to whether they should initis—==
tation.

The biological assessment is to be co L within 180 days of ini~"=
and before contracts are entered intv or construction begun.

When conducting a blological a ent, the following steps should ==
taken:

g 3oe

a. Conduct an on-site inspection of the area affected by
activity or program, wh ch may include a detailed sur

ve
area to determine if species are present and whether su
habitat exists for either exp nding the existi

potential redintinduction of populations.

¢
4
i
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Interview recognized experts on the species at issue, in:f;;;;;__-;
those within the Fish and Wildlife Service, 2 CONSEeIvE
ments, universities and others 5
scientific literature.

ers who may have C: not yet

Review literature and other scientific data to determine
species’ distribution, habitat reeds and other biological
mentsSe

Review and analyze the effects of the proposa
terms of individuals and populations, includi
the cumulative effects of the proposal on the
habitat.

e. Analyze alternative actions that may provide conservatic=

Sections 7(a) and (b) require agencies to consult with the Fish and Wi _—_=

Service when the Federal agency determines their action "may affect”™ e

species or Critical Habitat. Formal consultation may be initiated bF ==

———
.

ting a written request to the Regional Director Fish and Wildlife Se————=_

T Ty

Federal Building, Fort Snelling, Twin Cities, Minnesota 55111, At t=w== =

the agency should provide a copy of the biological assessment and other—
relevant information that assisted them in reaching thelir "may affec=™




o

Sect
the

shall not make any irreversible or irretrievable commitment of resorm————
during the consultation period which in effect would deny the forme s vz
implementation of reasonable alternatives regarding thelr actions c= =
Endangered or Threatened species.

Defi

a.

b'

n
.

Federal agencies are advised to determine if State listed endangeres =——
t 1

x
species reside in the project area tha may be adversely affected by ——=
o4 am ™Mae C+at a P hmand i - o i
Action., The State Department of Conservation should be contacted t= —merom
deternination.

ion 7(d) of the 1978 Amendment to the Endangered Species Act undes
requirement that the Federal agency and the permit or license azv

—

nitions

S S

ned or endangered spe == ==

Technical Assistance - information provided to State or private *=——:
JToups concerning Federally listed threate

Informal Consultation - informaticn provided to Federal agencles
ing Federally listed species that may occur in a project area.

Formal Consultation - A request by the Federal agency vwiose proscses=

‘prOJfCt has been identified in the Biological Arsessment, to izm—mc——
listed species. The formal consultation procest will ultimately — =gy
in the issuance of 2 Biological Opinion by the FWS to the Federal mrowmy
Conservation - bringing a listed species to the point at which = =il
removed from the List of Endangered or Threatened Wildlife and Tlm=—=.
Reasonad _ er"L:jgos = courses of action open to the Federal az=——
are tec lly capable of being implemented and consistent wit: ——==
intended primary purpose of the activity, which wo Jld avoid jecca—==

the continued existence of listed spehivs or destruction or adve ===
cation of Critical Habitat,




