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COMMISSIONEF

MEMORANDUM FOR: William J. Dircks
Executiveéa;ffctor for Operations
g > N
FROM: Peter A. Bradford
SUBJECT: UCLA RESEARCH REACTOR

The January 3, 1980 response from UCLA to the 2.206 petition of the
"Committee to Bridge the Gap," indicatas that the concentrations of
Argon-41 in the unrestrictes areas immediately adjacent to the ventilation
stack will exceed MPC wheneer the reactor is operating. In light of
the Tact that the reactor actually operates only a small frac.ion of the
year, please analyze the reasonableness of allowing the licensee to
average Argon concentrations in unrestricted areas over a 12-month
period for the purposes of 20.106,

A response is requested by December 10.

¢c: Chairman Ahearne
Cormissioner Gilinsky ,
Commissioner Hendrie “/
L. Bickwit, 0GC .
E. Hanrahan, OPE
S. Chilk, SECY
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OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH AND SAFETY
THE CENTER FOR THE HEALTH SCIENCES
LOS ANCELES, CALIFORNLIA 90024

January 3, 1980

Mr. John F. Ahearne, Chairman
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
washington, D.C. 20555

Jdear Mr. Ahearne:

The enclosed documert is UCLA'S official response to the
ché:'ges concerning the safety of the UCLA Nuclear Rezctor that
nave been made by the "Committee to Bridge the Gap". This
cocument has been prepared by the opera.iunsl staff of the reactor
¢nd myself. (I am a Certified Health Physicist with more than 20
yeérs experience in the field of Radiation Savety, including 3
years experience working with a one megawatt research reactor at
the University of Michigan).

Wwe believe that the enclosed document adequately demonstrates

thét the argon 41 emission from the UCLA Reactor is within the

iegel 1imi.s 2nd does not represent a hazard to anyone, under any
reaiizeble conditions. Further, our calculations show that the
ergon 41 noldup system that we plan to install concurrent with an
increzse in reactor operating hours will reduce the argon emission
t¢ less than the nresent levels. This result is directly compatible
with the spirit of the ALARA concept for operation of a nuclear
8211491y,

Another purpose of my writing this transmittal letter is
0 rejuest that you change your records to indicate that all
future correspondence relating tc the UCLA reactor (Facility
.icense 2-71) be directed to me:

Welter F. Wegst, PhD

Director, Research & Occupational Safety
Department of Communit, Safety
University of California

605 Hilgard Avenue

Los Angeles, Ca. ©9002°

# yeu have gny furiher questions relative 0 argun-41 emission,
c. 858 8T Te KNOw
Yary truly yours,
/ ~’ . o cge
L Lye . ™ -
Walter 7. Wegst, Pnl
N paprenpm Racaarprnm | 3 riuuna*sanal
YIireCciCr, nKeseerg 5 ccupealiong
4 Safety
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7400 Boelter Egll
SCHOOL OF ENCINEERINC AND APPLED SCILENCYL
LOS ANCELLS, CALIFORNIA 90024
20 December 1979

My, Jeha T, Ahearne, Chairman
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 3
Washington, D.C. 20555 RE: Docket 50-142

License No. R-71

Dear Mr. Ahearme:

The enmclosures constitute our response to charges made in regard to the
safety of the research reactor on the campus of the Universigy of Lalifornia,
Los Angeles. The charges, conta.ned within a report titled "The UCLA AﬁactOF -
Is It Safe?" were forwarded to Joseph M. Bendrie by a group called the Committee
to 3ridge the Gap" with a transmittal letter dated October 3, 1979,

The respoazse herewith has been reviewed and approved by our Radiation Use

Cor=ittee as shown on the attached review page.

Sincerely,

/N

ot

R. R. 0'Neill, Dean

School of Engineering and

Applied Science

RRO/NCO/3D

Review by Invironmental Health & Safety, UCLA

-
\
N A -
. R pe Vice Chancellor
NJ
DISTRIBZUTION: Dr.' Harold R. Denton
Mo Robert W. Reid
l copies)
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