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June 20, 1997

VIA OVERNIGHT MAIL

Mr Joseph J Holonich, Branch Chief

High Level Waste and Uraniumn Recovery
Projects Branch

Division of Waste Management

Office of Nuclear Matenal Saiety and Safeguards
U S Nuclear Regulatory Commussion

2 White Flint North, Mail Stop T-7J9

11545 Rockwville Pike

Rockwviile, MD 20852

Re Supplemental Data for Amendment Request to Process an Alternate Feed at White Mesa
Uranium Mill Source Matenal License SUA-1358

Dear Mr Holonich

In response to a request by NRC Staff, International Uramium (USA) Corporation ("[UC")
hereby transmits a letter from the Matenal Owner describing the average composition of the
urarium matenal, together with associated average composition data, as a supplement to the request
to amend Source Material License SUA-1358 dated Apni 13, 1997 (see Attachment A) We also
transmit, as Attachment B, the following dccumentation regarding the regulatory classification of

the uranmum matenal ,
. .

. Letter from the Matenal Owner explaining that the material is classified as source matenial,
and managed under an NRC license. The letter also explains that source material is excluded
from regulation as hazardous waste under the applicable State Code
- The Material Owner's Source Matenal license

. State Code citation with exclusion of "Source, special nuclear or byproduct matenal”
from regulation as hazardous waste

The enclosed letter and data are transmitted as two versions.

1 Complete text with brackets indicating portiors of text and the selected attachments to be ///)
withheld as confidential, and /

pi An edited version of (1) with bracketed text deleted and selected attachments removed This
version is meant to be used for the Public Docu?cm Room
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Joseph J Holonich
June 20, 1997
Page 2

[UC requests that the information identified as "confidential” contained in this amendment
request be maintained by the NRC as confidential until March 31, 2000 TUC also reserves the right
to reevaluate this proposed release date as circumstances change over the course of the proposed
three year period

We hope this information meets your needs for reviewing these elements of the amendment
application [ can be reached at (303) 389 4131

Sincerely,

Michelle R Rehmann
Environmental Manager

MRR/tay
Attachments

cc. Ronald E Berg
William N Deal
David C Frydenlund
Earl E Hoellen
James Park (NRC)
Harold R Roberts
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ATTACHMENT A
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ATTACHMENT B
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June 19, *397

Ms. Michelle Rehmann

Intemational Uranium Corporation, USA
Independence Plaza, Suite 550

1080 17th Street

Denver, CO 80265

RE: PEGULATORY CLASSIFICATION G MATERIALS BEING
PROPOSED FOR USE AS AN ALTERNATE FEEDSTOCK AT THE
WHITE MESA MILL

Cear Ms. Rehmann:

Based on our discussion, and your explanation of the NRC request for
additional information conceming the reguistory status of the matenals
heing i:,”“d for use a&s an atternate feedstock at the White Mesa Mill,

C

8 providing the following discussion of the management system for
menticred matenals.

the a
Based on the fact that the matenials in question contain naturally occurming
Uranium and Thonum st a concentration greater than 0.05%, they are
clessified as Source Matenals uryfer the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 and
are managed under NRC License(] i(See Attachment 1) which was
renewed on December 31, 1996 and expires on December 31, 2001.

The matenals are currently stored in seven (7) vaults which are
constructed with concrete walils and floors. The roofs are formed using
preformed concrete T beams and are covered with insulation and rubber
membrane roofing materials.

The protection of workers from potentiai radiation axpusure 8 a vital
element in our radistion safety urogram and access to the bdins is strictly
controlled through locked entry gates and e log book.

In order to insure that there are no adverse environmental impacts, and
that the integrity of the bins is being maintained, a series of monitonng
wells which surrouna the bins are sampled on a quarterty basis as
discussed in the matenials submitted for the License renewal application.



i |

In agdition to the above items, an ore inventory, which tracks the scurce
matenal volume, is caiculated annually as required under the License.

At omsent[ ] has submitted a Letter of Credit and
executed a Standby Trust Agreement in favor of the NRC in order to insure
funding for decommissioning the [ szcdofy as required under the
Site Decommissiong Funding Plan.

Further discussion of the regulatory status of tho[ ]matcrial:
concemed the issue of hazardous waste and the status of these materials
under the hazardous waste regulations of the Pa Department of
Environmental Protection. Attachment Il to this letter is a copy of a page
from Title 25, Chapter 261 of the Pennsytvania Code. Title 25 is the boay
of requiations which govem environmental protection in the state and
Chapter 261 addresses the criteria for the identification and listing of
hazardous waste.

Pa Code 25 § 261.4,_Exclysions, lists those solid wastes which are
specifically excluded as hazardous waste under the regulations.
Subsection (a) (4) under this citation excludes *Source, special nuciear or
by-product material as defined by the Atomic Energy Act of 1954.." from
regulation as hazardous waste. As noted above, the materials in question
are requiatad as source material under an appropnriate NRC License.

| believe that this information is adequate in explaining the regulatory

status of the matentals being proposed a¢ altermate feedstock for the White
Mesa Mill.

Should you have any questions, or require additional information, please
contact me at your convenience.

[Youra truly, . ]

ity T

Anthony T. Campite
Maneger, Environmental Affairs

attachments




