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& UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001
%, June 18, 1997
LT b
OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY
Daniel Bosse

5514 N. Pointer Ct.
Baton Rouge, LA 70808

REFERENCE: Louisiana Energy Services
Docket No. 70-3070-ML

Dear Mr. Bosse:

Thank you for the letter you sent to President Clinton on May 14, 1997 regarding the
Louisiana Energy Services (LES) facility. The White House staff sent your letter to the U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission on June 3, 1997 for direct response to you. We have
forwarded your correspondence to the staff for appropriate action. A copy of your
correspondence and this reply will be placed in Agency records pertaining to the Louisiana
Energy Services facility.

Sincerely,

L4 ,z;/,a

Emile L. Julian
Assistant for Rulemakings
and Adjudications
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President William Clinton May 14, 1997
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. President,

The executive order you signed back in 1994, requiring federal agencies to look for
bias against minorities or poor people in environmental issues, has reared its ugly

—————

head. The recent ruling against a proposed uranium enrichment plant, close to
Homer, Louisiana, is a farce.

. —

The economic impact combined with the extremely low environmental risk made
this project a great opportunity for both the state of Louisiana and the surrounding
communities. Unfortunately, unaffected and ulterior motived individuvals had an
impact on what would have been a wonderful life altering opportunity for a poor
rural area. These opportunities do not come along very often!

In the future, I would like my President to think such executive orders completely
through. Rather than allow uninformed extremist environmentalist the

opportunity to fan th flames of doom perhaps the level headed scientist and

economic researchers should play a greater role in the decision making process.
Once again a decision rendered under the gaze of good has disallowed a proven
technology and allowed a small group of judges to legislate the will of the people

from the bench. Shame on this whole process.

God Bless You,

A&wﬂ F T

Daniel Bosse

Concerned Citizen

5514 N. Pointer Ct.

Baton Rouge, LA 70808
Day Phone: (504) 751-9000
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6/6...To EDO for Direct Reply....Suspense: June 20....Cpy to: Chairman, SECY to
Ack,..97-0579
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. a decision widely viewed as a mile-
« in the naticnal debate over “environ-
ital justice,” @ federgl agency demied a
nse for & proposed uranium enrich-
at plant in north Louisiana, saying its
\tion could discriminate against black .
ple living near the site.

he Atomic Safety and Licensing Board .
pped short of saying Louisiana Energy
vices LP., the multinational corpora-
lseemmbuildtlnp,mt.hndnctﬂly
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n denial
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scriminated.

instead, the board pointed to an execu-
tive order signed in 1994 by President
Clinton that requires federal agencies 10
look for bias agamnst minorities or poor
people i environmental matters.

The board said Louisiana Ene gy could-

n't get a license, partly be;ause_l’edg:ral "
officials failed, to meet their obligations

under Clinton's order when they reviewed
the compagy's process for :
site.

" The company n'lrvtedv!he process by e
wid'.-n\en.nrmwed its

mhmgudm

of uranium plant
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scope tp 78 pessible sites in north
It ultimately chose a location bhetween
two small communities where the total
population — about 250 people — wis
more than 97 percent African American,
the highest percentage of biack populaticn
among a..y. of the sites conaidnreq the

boardsad. ., o= ,7
Pointing to those statistics and allegn-
(tions of racial bias leveled by the plant’'s
the board said " i(,.;lﬁTml",cvi-
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AraCe exusted 1hat “Tacial conside
Bions played @ part in the sile
WiECHION Pprocess

Lon suana Energy bought the "2
Bere e o 1990 for $506 46 from

doe LeSsge Jr., 8 Shrevepor!
Wwyer former state senalor and
longiime member of the L\

of Supervisors
cs of the plant claimed
LeSage 3 [riendship with former
US Sen J Bennett Johnsion who
ardently supported the project in
Longres ) the land sale Bu!
1t Claun dropped out of sght 10 @
f g belore the board
1 pressed the ssue
t wodl discrumnaton
n its May 2 ruling. the board sad
the case ma ks the first ime |t has
{ressed racual baas 0 8 heensing
matter The board s the arm of the
i Nuclear Regulatory
ommishion | rules on hicense
Jispuies 0 -‘ﬂ‘ nuciear [IIUOT
plants and other [acilites
4 The ruling s the first ime racial

B
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. v QPR T

discrimination was ted as an
ssue n denying @ federa! permit
for an industrial facility saud sev
ral lawyers who handle environ-
nental cases

fficials

vironmenta
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he ruling is without preceder
t s 8 landmark douisior sand
Jim Frileua, DEQ% smbudsma
who has ed on recal esves iy
matiers e Rt BgENCy e
atil CBhton tasued his order
ecderal s ey weren requifed
nsider nag ARAINST poor or

nority fdpulbtions \n making
Je ns on Industrial per 5
2 said The ruling shows
n 3 order has changed thal
w
uisana ¢ R wOomar
13 Boyd sand mpa L]
s car
The entire conclusion of the
hoard s wrong,” she sad
11 s too early to say whether
Lovisiana Energy wul appeal the
ruling and seek 8 hean.g briore
he ! Nuclesr Fegulitory

ommssion. Boy J sai

Jovisiana Energy (ireacy has
aopeaied other rulings oy tne
bowsd that weal against tne Compe
ny Earher board rulings ciied sig
nificant problems with Louisuana
Energy s plana for [inancing the
project and for disposing the
usa { tons of 1ax:c end
radioactive waste it woud produce
)t the sie near Homer tn Claborne
Parsh

The faciity would enmch uran
Jm_part of the process of prepar
ng it for use e fuel in nuciesr
power plants

Essie
“omin N :
Springs. one of the rwn communi
e, sad she was pleased with the
ruling because 1t supports het opin
won of why Louisiana Energy offi
cials chose the sile i the predom
nantly Dlack ares

“They thought we wouldn| be
able 10 remst them They thought |
would be an easy job " she said

The May 2 ruling was wsued by »
panel of thres administrative
judges who serve on the hicensing
noard Thomas Moore, Richard
cle and Fredenck Shon

The judges sasd the NRC staf!
which usually deals with highly
echnical nuclear wsues. had found
tsell “far afield” from its ususl
wors when it came 1o probing pos-
wuble racal dasaruminalion

s black

Ceanter

But the boar8 still chided the
aif for doing only & "fa
review” of information provided

by Lovisana Eperyy

Racial discrumunation s rare
{ ever, admitted Instead s
grionsiized Lhder some other

seemingly racally neutrsl guise
making 1 dif NHcwlt 1o ferret oul. 3

nree judge panal of the board
wrote i the day 2 ru

eds

et
some

ng In
the staff must ift

At events like this Juy 1990 protest, members of Citizens

plant proposed for Clabome Pansh

1al v
I gives lex ne presigent §
execulive order he sad
Bu st how eaching the

pres wier » he 8 open 1c
detaie. and observery expressed
range of views on the implcations
of the board s ruling
Jobnston reached 8! ha
Washington, [ saud the

ruling wasr based on [ac1s.”
warmnng it could have dire unplcs-
DO for ingustry

The ruling sugges!s 1At uniess
companies can prove they dont
discriminate (n sile selechon they

bbb yving

fum

can pul new fac es “only in
affNuent areas  Johnsion sud
11 s 8 new set egal hoops W

Jump through he said

Johnsion said e wasnt awere of
any racial discriminal n the
site-seiection process and annd
uted the board 3 ruling 1o pressure
from the National Assocation for
the Advancement of Colored

Peopie and other critics of the pro-
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{1 was very much of a polilica
deae * Bnsts '

He sa:d that instead of hurting
the minonty community the S$30x
million plant would double the
parish s lax base aiding schoois
roadis and public services

Johnsion also denied hus fnend
ship with LeSage had any role in
the sale of the properTy

*Jor 15 8 fnend We served in the
state Senate but | ve never been 10
Jor 3 house gon't know tf hes
been 10 mune or not Lf he has, 103
been many years past We were
fréends, not chums ™ he snd

LeSage was appounted 10 the LS|
Boar d of Supervisors in . #5% by
then Gov Eart Long and was reap
;on’r;ﬂ'fﬂ*r" Edwin
Edwards in 1992 LaSage couwd not
e resched for comment

While Johnaton denmd any role in

selecting the LeSage property he
dud sCknowiedRe & \Ng peopie N
the project that he had some prel
erences on the plar i N

“| 14 say d hike n north
Loussiana hecause soulh Louisiana
hAd 8 lol More ecoNOMIC activity
he sad 1 saud that informally, not
43 directons

The 1ssue of how the p sele
ron process came (0 fu » nort
Loussiana drew 1ife atten wn froe
he mic Safe a4 ensing

Aganst Nuciear Trash or SANT. have fought the uranum ennichmes
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The board pointed to testimony
during & 1995 hearmng by an expen

for ANT. Professor FRobert
Bullard of Clark Atlants
University

Bullard said that at each phase of
the sile seiection process the
remaining possible sites had a sur

”-,'_"Rp :“nl‘lv‘ tha! was
increasing!y biack. untu fuauy the
site hetween the two small towns
was ioft, according 1o the Boa

jard aiso said Dias ente ed the

T™he B .
C project s
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ly populated area
naew
d he

men riIvie

n statemen

d an "evyeba

Engwa
assess

s the s
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where he saw 3 5ma

surrounded by vacation homes He
scored that site 7

Asked why, Engwal pointed ¢
fts “proumity to the iake " He went
on to say. “we just felt, opimon
wise people probably wou d
wan! this plant 10 be Close 10 they
pride and jyoy of their iake where

not

they go fishing. ™ according 1o the
board

Bullard, CANT's expert gad
ingwall s asscasment had 'he
e"l',’ of minaling agan
Forest r ¢ and Conter Apr
because their residents estyie
and SOCHIBCONOMIC SIATUS Was On 3
much lower plane

o their ruling. the v
DOT a S8y £ ]
gstimony “raises 8 str ¢

ence tha! race and econ
played a role in the scoring o

twe siles

The board said Buliard s claims
would reguire further examination
o] ne \NE stalf be e Louisans
nergy could be licensed

or »
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Mardis ia among those who opposed the consiruc
communvties. In 1995, he knell nea 2

Nor did the board say how mud!
evidence 18 needed 1o prove racia
baas occurred in siting decision
what should be done wher Jrx
accur Kuehn sad
Young, @ \awyer at K
Hawthorne, (
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that often represents

environmental matters. als
he consders the decision b
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But Kary Mos s
he NA ' ala
Michiga governor
{ a power plant in 3 Dok
s 1he ruling
preceder
In the past envyonmenial ag
cies have had "see-no<
. pe n racia
s she said Poor and m
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