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June 18, 1997

OFFICE OF THE
SECRETARY

l
iDaniel Bosse

5514 N. Pointer Ct.
Baton Rouge, LA 70808

REFERENCE: Louisiana Energy Services
Docket No. 70-3070-ML

|

Dear Mr. Bosse:

1
Thank you for the letter you sent to President Clinton on May 14,1997 regarding the |

Louisiana Energy Services (LES) facility. The White House staff sent your letter to the U.S. I
Nuclear Regulatory Commission on June 3,1997 for direct response to you. We have |

forwarded your correspondence to the staff for appropriate action. A copy of your
correspondence and this reply will be placed in Agency records pertaining to the Louisiana
Energy Services facility.

Sincerely, i
:

'
.

Emile L. Julian
Assistant for Rulemakings |

and Adjudications

,
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May 14,1997
President William Clinton-

,

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
|

;

Washington, D.C. 20515 |i
|

,

Dear Mr. President,
I

'

E

I The executive order you signed back in 1994, re, quiring federal agencies to look for
|
.

i
bias against minorities or, poor people in environmental issues, has reared its ugly'

head. The recent ruling against a proposed uranium enrichment plani, close to
.

_

Mer, Eouisian'a, ik a farc,e.

The economic impact combined with the extremely low environmental risk made
this project a great opportunity for both the state of Louisiana and the surrounding
communities. Unfortunately, unaffected and ulterior motived individuals had an
impact on what would have been a wonderful life altering opportunity for a poor
rural area. These opportunities do not come along very often! |

In the future, I would like my President to think such executive orders completely
through. Rather than allow uninformed extremist environmentalist the
opportunity to fan th,e.flam..e.s.o..f d.oom perhaps the level headed scientist and

. _ . . . . - -

sconomic researchers should play a greater role in the decision making process.

Once again a decision rendered under the gaze of good has disallowed a proven
technology and allowed a small group of judges to legislate the will of the people

|from the bench. Shame on this whole process. ,

God Bless You,

AO&+
Daniel Bosse
Concerned Citizen J

5514 N. Pointer Ct.
Baton Rouge, LA 70808 ,

!

Day Phone: (504) 751-9000
i

-6/6...To EDO for Direct Reply.... Suspense: June M ...Cpy to: Chairman, SECY to
Ack.. 97-0579
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tace factor in''denialof' uranium' plant 9,'5'M
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l'' Proposed site
' *

,,

.JA. of tmishna - . . .scope:tp.78 possible sites ih porth. ...
- .,.i. .

' ,; '
' '.discriminated.+ ' ,

it ultimately chose a location bet. 'ecn ;e y . !
#

Instead, the board pointed to an execu.o IAuisiana.8ETEft SH000MLE . g . ' ' ' w
'I '

tive order signed in 1994 by President

Clinton that requires federal agencies to ; two small communities where the totallook for bias aga:nst minorities or poor . . population - about 250 people - I ws s.more than 97 percent African America a,
. ?,y ' * * <

. .

'

(Enrichment' |
) ancote sinn vwaer ' ''

'

s a decision widely viewed as a mile-
'Plantr

.

ie in the national debate over " environ-
peopicin environmental matters."nie boatti said Imisiana Energy could. . the highest percentage of black populationamong a..s,of:the sitos consideregtte

.
'

ital justice," a federql agency denied a ' 4'
'

fd l . ' ' .'"',-i*.
.

' -

nse for a proposed uranium enrich- -
* ,

|
ot plant in porth Louisianssaying its. ..n't-get a license, partly becapse e era , t oardsaid... , . .., , Pointing to those, statistics an'd alleg'i-d ~: 4

~

, .# ',

bligations i. .

ition could discriminate against black . . officials failetlito meet their ounder Clinton's ordet when ihey reviewed ,
, ',

.
~ 3- .

"a;.i ons;of. racial bias leveled by t'ie plant's . ,.[ g''. l'4 M.ti 1, , . .' '

~pleliving'nearthesitif ! 'he Atomic Safety and Licensing Board ..:the compatiy's process for >
,

+, e,.<< . i..; .opppngW,the boarti said t'picalficant"|evi- , |,ang -(.
- ;.i7-s . g -. . . .

. . , , . , . , . . , , i . " _ _ ,pped short of saying Imisiana Energy - plant site.
,..

iricer LP.,the multinational corpora <> ; The company etarted.the process:byed its i,ov euu0r.a., . . . ;.n ..gc, . s - !
. . . . . .
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q 7.PeMioFi.same eu ia
i

d d'r ics ensted that "racsal cresider- r

. T' ..r" ' N **, ' < fa,,- , "# lisons played a part in the site
| w ction pw *:- -* J .. . ? s' '

,, . . , l'

* teena laierry bought the 442 ,f ,
'

.
.

. &cre see m 1990 for $1M 461 from f %fr. ..4 g , ,.

longtime member of the L.SU
. . . , ,[ "p . ~ }gE ONI *s

'

'"

| Joe LeSage Jr., a shreveportlaw)er former state senator and'. 1.,

* .' , ' <.
C -

7J.Wgy' .,.
4 -"*d

!' (($' . *

Cretics of the plant claimed -, , jr, ' 5k{ Board of Supervisors ', 'a '

. '''*p ., J **J , f a< "".a. -~

f |ASage s friendship with former
I 1 i* r

*|
i ,- ggetgrass*V*- 1 j

|.5 Sen J Bennett Johnstori. who @'

trdently supported the prefect m ,[ ,,
. ~'

g,#
|

,

n

Constrest led to the land sale But ,{ * , , ,
fItai daim dnyped out of ssght m a 'f"'optst j

formal hearms t efore the toard.
. *

|
where ortxmems pressed the is. sue

|
, of raualdiscrvnination [fin its May 2 ruhrig. the bnerd said ,
j 'e

the case erstks the first time ti has4

j pddressed racial bias e a in.ensing
*. , .

! matter The tmard na the arm of the
- |

\
j P5 N uclear Regulatory

_.
tammission that rules on heense' .,

j dnpuien mvolving nuclear power
'

_

f bl.mts and attier f acditses
'e

d i The ruirg is the first tune racial t y

! discrimmation was cited as an '

j nsue e denting a federal permit
,

' , , . j
for an edustnal facihty, said sev. IN |
crallaw)ers who handle enviror>
mental cases

Of ficials of the U5 ,

and the tsunsana Department. of-
_ _ ,

. . ,
1t)vironmental Protectum Agency - , |4gg,

i
> nuronmental Quahty also said g |, ,

the ruhng a wittinut precedent. *a j
"It is a ledmara deusion? said

Jim Fnicus. DEQ's ornbodsman.
- 1

'

|

who has igned on racsal assues att f '

i

4 .' 'h*******''manen tere his agency ( * * *(ntil CfDiton issued his order.
*

At events lli e this July 1990 protest, members of Ottrans Agarist Nurinar Trash, or OANT, have fought the urarvurn enncrvnent
- * * *

federal agencore werent requited **
,

to consider has against poor or
minority fidpW80cns in making plant proposed for Qafbome Pansh. |

i

'

Jecismns on ladustrial permits. ,,

4 f rilous said The ruims shows tal pohc) j
Cimion s order has changed that. "it gives teetn to the prendent a

||

he ud ,
executne orderShe sasd

toumana F.nergy spokeswomar But Just how f ar reachms the
Mary Bo)d said the compan) s prewlent s order ut!! be is agen to

derwie, and obeeners expressed a 4/ *
! prmtum is cicar
i "The entire conclusion of the range of views on the impbcatams j p',

board is wri:ing " she saad of the board a rulitig ,

'f it's too early to ser whelber Johnston. reached at lus kbeyms I ,o
,

|
Louistana Energy wal appeal the fain m Washmston D C., said the b - # '44# |'..

J. - % *
i ruimg and seek a hears".g before ruf ang wasn t ' based on facts.".

gec[" t ,r , .* the f ulf Nuclese F.egula t ory marnmg it could have dirs unphca
'

., % ,.
-s' ,''?..

! Commassort Boyof saic oans for mdustry

! l.ovistana Enetty 6 treaty has The ruimg suggests triat unless , A,'p , g .. ,

iog ( "b .5
I sopealed other rubats af the compsnees can prove they don't

4gg * *2 [ ",
t y' %|. t ! 2{; . f ", ;

,

,* M. '

. ,'discruninate in site selection. they . k,+,,V.9,.
$ bm/d that west agaartst tne compe. .,

. C y 1;;g ;( '_*"I ny Earlier tmard ruhnes cited sig. can put new f acsitties "only an ,,-J '," d ,,

naficant problems with Lautstana affluent areas."Jotmston said m
- m D .. .

" ; c,."g;f. y, sg?? ['?p..'
. c

{
Energy s plans for financmg the ! is a new set of legal hoops to W" .m yr I

g']q,' ,'

project and for disposing of the jump through." he said ,j , 7, p,'g. ' g A i g(ti ,y.

)
ihousands el tons of loaic and Johnston sasd Ps wasn1 awarT of

ACQ 2@?.
g # g

radioactive waste it weed produce any racial discrimmation m the 4,,, Q, - ggsp. , , ,

? t e er,;g3'' O2, y.; .g.gsj w r ., . ; : , .~. .-
, , , , . *p M%g* gL4.' ||' aiins sne near Homer in Claiborne siteviecta process, and attnt- wy .. * e.y 4, Q,*, i ., V.

gg."@/Q$@7f,p ,,f .'.
'

I'IP A'W .-Y.~%g* g%-*y L 3.,.'
uted the busrd a ruhng to pressure ,,, rPansA y' 5 ; k,,[p.' . . '

j The faccry would ennch urent from the Netmal Association for d/ 4 n .3
,f". Sum. part of the process of prepar- the Adwancement of Colored Q ., ; -

J % *.4 c 3,- 7, -
ma it for u as fuel m nucar

P-* and wher cnoca of the pr* J. . .- * > c.w
*

m .dW .. ,'[. e
power plants sect-

g ,.

Q'enh. Ag - .4 m g-*11 was very much of a politica! .

Essie Youngblood. a blach
--

.oman who aves ir Cen er doetsw ..mer.
-

- .. m> ausewue pseu p*iew
He said that astead of hurimg,

|
$pryigs, one of the two commum- C1mbame Pansh Polks Jury tnember Roy Mardts is among those who opposed the construe,

tlon of a urarium enrichment plitrtt rieaf two small black corrrnLrlitpes. In 1995, he knelt near aI ru in tiecause a her opir> 11 n i n ou et

ion of why Lou 6siana Energy offi. parish s (as base. aidmg schools,
cats chose the site e the predorm- roads and pubhc servicum

croga mariong the place whers the plant would be bl.nlf,
Johnston also demed has (nend- Nor did the board say how rnuch

"They thought we wouldn't be ship with LaSase had any role m
The board pomted to testimony surrounded t*y vacation harm.s. He evidence is needed to prove racialnanHy tilack area

able to resist them. They thougte it the sale of the property.
dunna a 1995 hearms by an expert scored that site 7.

I would be an easy Job," she said
" Joe is a friend We served m the for CANT, Profeeser Pobert

Asked why, Efige all pointed to bias occurred in sitma decismem.or

i
The htay 2 ruung was issued by a state Senaie. but f we never twn to Bullard of Clarh Atlasta its "prowtity to the lake? He went what should tie done when it dia,on to say. "we Just felt opinion- occur. Kuehri said

) Judges who serve on the hcenseg been to mine or na Lf he has, it s
Bullard said that at each phaw of wise. people probably would not

Randy Young, e lawyer at KcanJoe s house 1 don't know if he e Universitypanel of three adenintstrative

i
board Thomas Moore, Richard been roany ) ears past. We me the site selection process. the want this plant to be close to their Miller, Hawthorne. D' Armond

J

j Cole and Fredenck Short
friends, nor chums.* he sad

remamms ptasible sites had a sur. pnde and joy of their ;ake where McCowan 6 Jarman I..P . a firm

i The Judges said the NRC staff.
LaSage was appomted to tPe LSU rounding population that was they go fishmg." accordmg to the that often represents mdustr) menvironmental matters. alm vd

i which useally deals with highly Beard of Supervisors in .#56 by increasmaty black. untd ImaUy the board.
technical nuclear issues. had fowid then Goe Eart long and was resp- ssie hetween the Iwo small towns

Bullard. CANT's expert said he considers the decision in t'e nar

i atself "far afield * from its usual pointed by forrner Gov. Edwin was left. accreding to the toard
ingeall e assessment had the row m scope

1
work when it came to prtibing pos- Edwards m 194 LaSage could not

Bullard a!so said bas entered the effect of discrimmatans against
"! m not conymccd that it ilm -i

j But the boar 0 still chided the -

*prtress unen an employee of fluer iorest Grove and Center Sprmes tahe any gent.new.boid McPt 14. be reached for comment. -because their residenis' hfestue said1 sable racial du.crunmauurt whde Johnsmo devuod any role in Daniel Inc. a partner m the pro.
and sacmeconomic status was on a

But Kary Moss an attorno 1,r
.

i
staff for doing only a *faciaJ selectmg the LeSaee property. he feet. studied ame siten still under

i renew" of mformation provided did acknowledge advisma people in consideration m early 19#9
much lower plane " the N AACp m a lawsmt aeaiest

the project that he had Mme pref- The employee, LJrry Engeall. In their ruimg the judges sup- Mich gan s gosernor over the it

j t') touisiana foergy erences on the plant s incaim
rated the sites on several factors. ported Bullard. saymg tagwall s mg of a power plani m a t*latii em .

; af ever, admitted Instead. It is
"I did say I d hhe it in north includmg populatm The proscri s testimony " raises a strong infer- munity, said ttie ruhng is "det m.tc

-

"Racsal disenminaten is rarely, l
ence that race and economic status ly a precedent "

j rationalised limder some ether Louisiana because south touisiana planners desired a site m a sparse-
seemmgly rectally neutral gwse, had a lot more economic activity," ly populated area played a role in the sconns of the in the past, environmental agen

caes have had "seenmil tear to

1
makms it dafncult to ferret out? a he sa4 "I said that eformally, not

in a sworn statement Engu all two sites *
,

{
three Judge panel of the board as directiona"

said he ded an "eyet ail assess- The board said Bullard s claims evil pohey on racial discrimmay ,

wroie m the 6tey f ruimg -In omrt The issue of how the plant selec. ment." drivare through the tno would reqwre further examirwmn
tion, she said Poor and menorit- g

(
wards, the staff must lif t some ten pmcess came to focus on north towns where he saw a smail clus- try the NRC staff before Loumana com m unitie s of ten lack A '

| r%ks and look under them "
Louisiana drew htue attentmn from ter of bouses' and "boatded up EMrgy could be licensed

rtsnurces to 6ght mdustrsal f#g

the Atomic Sa ety and lxensica houws " lie gave the stie a score of lbt' Kucfm. profeswr of ennron lies m technical demares mer m
f pe m she ud

: Diane Curran an atiornet f w merna! to e Ts.ane L an erm m r

J Lt:rens Aeainst Nuricar Tradt third e cue nf to

in trad. W mwJ . 6cJ or a rs % w ag.3 a u a hi osy! , a , , , c .& o,a ee tenem o , w r,. % * ,

-
- r. . . . , j. . ,

'

me ut ress gr.oup 1%at IarJ *ms. _ _
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