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) !& DICK ROBINSON, Administratori .
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January 18, 1988 ~
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1

William L. Fisher, Chief JN 2 21988
Nuclear Materials and Bnergency ,

Preparedness Branch -
'

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Cm mission J
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 1000
Arlington, Texas 76011

Docket 30-09214/87-01
License 35-15500-01

Gentlemen:

his is in response to the "Notice of Violation" which we received as a
result of Mr. Ricketson's inspection of Decenter 1,1987.

We propose to make the following changes in our Nuclear Medicine program in
order to eliminate the possibility of future violations of NRC regulations:

1. All records will be nude available to our consulting physicist so
that he may review them during his routine visits to our facility.
Previously, he did not have access to scme of our records as they
were locked in an office. He will notify the hsopital administration
of the deficiencies in our program in addition to the usual notifi-
cation of the Radiology Department supervisor.

2. W e nuclear medicine technologist will prepare a calendar showing
the dates of all required tests and meetings for each year. This
will help ensure that various tasks are done on time.

3. %e Radiation Safety Officer will review each month the records that
have been generated that month and the calendar of tasks to insure
that NRC requirements are being met.

4. All of our record keeping will be revised inorder to make any parti-
cular record nure easily retrievable. Similar records will be kept
in one place in chronological order. W is will make it easier fo:t
the Radiation Safety Officer and the consulting physicist to check
the records.

5. We have a small Nuclear Medicine program and in do not perform radio-
isotope studies every day. However, we have always had 100 mci of
Tc-99m delivered each rrorning to be used for studies ordered during
the day. mis necessitated record keeping of isotope receipt and
ussage and area surveys even when no patient studies were performed.
We have discontinued this routine shipment and only order unit doses
as patient studies are ordered. mis will reduce scoe of the record
keeping that is required of our employees.

nese changes will result in deficiencies being uncovered sooner and in the
hospital administrative being more aware of possible problems.
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In response to the specific violations:
1. Meetings _of the Radiation Safety Canittee have been sheeduled

for a specific day each quarter rather than waiting for the quarter
to arrive and then deciding when to call a meeting. In addition I
have clearly stated to the Radiation Safety Officer that canittee
meetings are to be held each quarter. Since the 'comnittee minutes
will now be available to our consulting physicist, I will be advised
if meetings are not held each quarter.

2. & 3. I have directed the nuclear medicine technologists to perform
the required tests and to maintain the appropriate records. 'Ihe
Radiation Safety Officer will check these records on a monthly basis.
We feel that this will prevent the record lapses which Mr. Ricketson
discovered.

4. Our consulting physicist found wipe test results annung his records
for the dates 12/19/86, 04/06/87 and 08/29/87. 'Ihe record for 12/19/86
uas the original which explains why we did not have the record. 'Ihose
of last April and August were copies and neither he nor we know what
happened to the original. We feel that we are in canpliance with the
wipe test requirement but not the record keeping requirement. Copies
of these wipe test results are attached. In the future, our copy of
wipe test records will be available for him to check to ensure that
we have records of all of his measurements. Out Radiation Safety
Officer will check these records on a nanthly basis and will use the
callendar of dates of required tests to ensure that our records are
canplete.

5. Since we started getting radioactive material fran a camercial radio-
pharmacy, the amunt of trash generated by the nuclear medicine program
has been very small. Our consulting physicist has comented on the
lack of a record of radioactive trash disposal three times in the past
year. He feels that the same trash has been present in the hot lab
for the past year at least. Out nuclear medicine technologist does
not recall any trash disposal within the last several years. 'Iherefore,
we are not sure that we have violated any regulations concerning record
keeping of trash disposal since there may have been no disposal. Since
the inspection by Mr. Ricketson, all of the trash in the hot lab has
been surveyed, found to be at background levels, disposed of, and an
appropriate record made. Monthly checks by the Radiation Safety Officer
should ensure that this record is continued for each trash disposal.

Sincerely yours,

_ -

W.D. Robinson
Administrator

WDR/fs

Enclosures

- _ _ _ _ -.__
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