MAR 2 9 1977

Docket No. 50-29

Yankee Atomic Electric Company

ATTH: Mp, Robert H. Groce
Licensing Engineer

20 Turnnike Road

Westhoro, Massachusetts 01581

Gentlemen:

|
|

RE:  YAUKEC-ROWE ATOIIC POWER STATICH

In our review of reports submitted by licensees concerning malfunctions

of diesel generators, we find that in some cases the information available
to the contral roon operator to indicate the operational status of the
diese) generator may be {mprecise and could Jead to misinterpretation.
This can be caused by the sharing of a single annunciator station by ;
alarms that indicate conditions that render a diesel generator unable i
to respond to an automatic emergency start signal and alarms that only
indicate a warning of abnormal, but not aisabling, conditions. Another
cause can he the use of wordina on an annunicator window that does not
specifically say that a diese) oenerator is inanerable (1.e., unadble

at the time to respend TO an automatic emersency start sitnal) when

in fact 1t is inoperable for that purpose.

We, therefore, request that you review the alarm circuitry and diesel
ccnerator contrnl circuitry for the giesel gercrators at vour facility
to detertine how each condition that renders a diese]l nensrator unable
to resnond to én auteratic emernency start sianal is alarmcd in the
control roon,  These conditions include not only the trins that lock
out the aierel cenerator gtart anc¢ renuire manual reset, hut also
control sitch or moge svitch positions that biock autonatic start,
10ss of control veltace, jnsufficient starting air pressure or

pattery voltase, etc. This review should consider 211 aspects of
possible diesel generator operasionel cenditions, for example test
conditions and operation fron local control stations. One area

of garticular concert is the unreset candition “01lowing 2 manual

ctop at the local station which terminates 2 diesel nenerator test
arfor to resetting the diesel generator controls for enahling

cubseouent autonatic operation.
/"/7
Please respont within 40 days of your rececint of this letter by

wroviding the following {nformstion: //
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(2) a1l conditions that render the diesel generator incapabie of

responding to an automatic emergency.start-signal as discussed
above; /f

(b) the wording on the annunicator window in the centrol rdén that
1s alarmed for each of the condftions identified in (4&);

() 2ny other alarm signals that also cause the same annunicator to
alarm;

{d) any condition tha* renders the diesel generator incapable of
responding to an automatic ernergency start sicngl which 1s not
alarmed in the control room; and

(e) any proposed modifications resulting from this evaluation.

Sincerely,

Original signeg by 5

A. Schwencer, Chief
Operating Reactors Branch #1°
Division of Operating Reactors

cc: See next pane
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