0CT 27 1972
Docket Ho. 50-29

Yankee Atomic Electric Company
ATD: L. E. Mnniek
Vice President
20 Twnpike Foad
vlestboro lassachusetts 01581
Change No. 102
flentlenen: License No. DPR-3

By letter dated October 12. 1972, and supplenental inforwation contained
in your teletype dated October 25, 1972, you renuested authorization to
replace four removable fuel rods in one Core X fuel assembly with four
new fuel rods.

The pronosed chanpe, desimated Change No. 102. would permit you to
reinstall a fuel assambly with four new fuel rods into Core loecation
J-7 during the present outage for replacing control rods. 'The new
fel mds will be simlar in all respects to the fuel r0ds in the fue)
acsenbly. Thus, the nuclear characteristics of the new fuel rods ap-
proxtmte those of the irmadiated fuel rods that will be renlaced.

You intand to carry out a detailed Inspection on the four irradiated
fuel mds (two prepressurized and two unnrepressurized) as part of
Yaniiee's continuing nrorram of fuel performnce evaluation. You will
promtly report the inspection findings to the Cormission.

The Techin!cal SpecifMcations appended to License !lo, DPR-3 for the
Yautee reactor inelude a description of the zirealoy clad fuel 1in the
prasent Core X. Specifically, Seetion 101 4n the Technical Specifi-
catlons allows a total of 96 rerovable rods in elsht fuel asserblies
to facilitate post-irradiation inspection.

2 have reviewed the information you have submitted on your evaluation
of the safety considemtions associated with the replacerent of four
fuel rods in the fuel asserbly from eore loecation J-7. Your nuclear
reanalysis has confirmed that the propoted replacerent of four fuel
rods would have a nerlieible ef'fect on the nuelear characteriastics
determmined previously by Yanlkee in the Core X analysis; hence, the
rar~ins of safety and the consequences of aceldents determined pre-
viously for operating the reactor in the Core X confiruration rerain
wnchaned.
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We have concluded that the proposed change does not inwolve significant
hazards considerations not described or implicit in the Final Safety
Analysis Feport and that the health and safety of the public will not

be endangered. Accordingly, pursuant to Section 50.59 of 10 CFR Part 50,
Change No. 102 is hereby authorized. )

Sincerely,

sl

Ponald J. Skovholt

Assistant Director for
Operating Reactors

Directorate of Licensing
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