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March 14, 1988

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
ATTN: Document Control Desk
Washington, Db. C. 20555

PLANT HATCH - UNIT 2
NRC DOCKET 50-366
OPERATING LICENSE NPF-5
SPECIAL REPORT 88-004
REACTOR COOLDOWN RATE EXCEEDS 100 DEGREES FAHRENHEIT IN AN HOUR
BUT IS RECOVERED WITHIN TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS LIMITS

Gentlemen:

Georgia Power Company is submitting the enclosed, voluntary, Special
Report (SR) concerning an event where the conldown rate of the reactor
was briefly exceeded. This event cccurred at Plant Hatch - Unit 2.

Sincerely,

T Efon e

L. T. Gucwa

LGB/1¢
Enclosure: SR 50-366/1988-004

c: (see next page)
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U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
March 14, 1988
Page Two

Georgia Power Company
Mr. J. T. Beckham, Jr., Vice President - Plant Hatch
GO-NORMS

1 Regulatory Commission, Washington, D. C.
Mr. L. P. Crocker, Licensing Project Manager - Hatch

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Region II
Dr. J. N. Grace, Regional Administrator

Mr. P. Holmes- Ray. Senior Resident Inspector - Hatch
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ENCLOSURE

PLANT HATCH - UNIT 2
NRC DOCKET 50-366
OPERATING LICENSE NPF-5
SPECIAL REPORT 88-004
REACTOR COOLDOWN RATE EXCEEDS 100 DEGREES FAHRENKEIT
BUT IS RECOVERED WITHIN TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

QUIREMENT FOR REPORT

This Special Report is being submitted because the
interest to other members of the nuclear industry rela
learned. The event occurred when Plant Hatch Unit
entering its seventh refueling outage

The event was evaluated as not being reportable per
of 10 CFR 50.73 <(a)(2)(i) <(condition prohibited
Technical S 1ons) because all the actions
applicable Specifications action statement
the required time periods. As such, the requi
Technical Specifications were met and not violated.

on 1/13/88, the unit was being brought to a hot shutdo
inserting control rods into the reactor core. (At
would be inserted i
cuitry.) The feedwa
feedpump, and a co
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ENCLOSURE (Continued)

REACTOR COOLDOWN RATE EXCEEDS 100 DEGREES FAHRENHEIT IN AN HOUR
BUT IS RECOVERED WITHIN TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS LIMITS

At approximately 0830 CST, the reactor feedpump (which had been
placed into service to control reactor water level), tripped, per
design, on a high water level signal. At this time, operations
personnel observed the water level indicators. The narrow range
indicators (0 to +60 inches) were indicating reactor water level in
the range of +58 to +60 inches. The wide range shutdown flooding
level indicator (which indicates above +60 inches) was inoperable.
It was not required to be operable. MWhile this instrument is not
accurate when the reactor is in power operations, it can be used to
detect gross changes in reactor water level.

Plant operatiors personnel recognized and anticipated that when the
reactor feedpump injected into the reactor, the water leve)
indication would be in the upper ranges of the level instruments.
This is a normal occurrence. Plant personnel were anticipating that
the level indications would return to the lower instrument ranges
after the water level had stabilized.

The operators also observed that *he level recorder was indicating 4
level of approximately +58 inches (while the level instruments were
indicating level of approximately +60 inches). From this
information, the plant operators believed that reactor water level
+1s in the range of +58 to +60 inches. However, operations personnel
u1d not know at this time that the reactor water level recorder was
stuck, erroneously indicating an on-scale level of +58 inches.
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