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Dear Mr. Trager:

Subject: Adequacy of October 4, 1978 Responses to Questions

Concerning the Proposed Tailings Management Program
for Energy Fuels Nuclear's White Mesa Project

The following critique addresses the adequacy of responses on a

question-by-question basis.

included where appropriate.

1-2.

The applicant'. response is very optimistic regarding the
length of time required (100 years) for saturation of the
dikes. My own estimate without accident scenarios concluded
that the center of the embankment would saturate in 6 1/4
years, and the downstream toe in 25 years. They should show
the calculations and assumptions on which their conclusion
is based. For example, did they use horizontal or vertical
permeability, what were the hydraulic and capillary heads,
etc.? How would a broken slurry pipeline or adverse weather
affect the degree of saturation? Will piezometers be in-
stalled in the dikes to detect seepage? What remedial
action would be taken if seepage through the dikes takes
place?

Slope stability analysis assuming saturation of both
embankment material and Mancos Shale should be performed and
the factors of safety compared with MESA's minimum require-
ments. 7f the results show that a problem may exist, would
the applicant be prepared to offer additional seepage con-
trol such as an upstream apron, installation of drains, or a
cut-off trench to insure that the downstream seggszf qﬁwshe
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Requests for additional information are









