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The Honorable Gary Hart, Chairman
Subcommittee on Nuclear Regulation
Committee on Environment and Public Works
United States Senate

Washington, D.C, 20510

Dear Kr, Chairman:

Enclosed for your information are copies of a notice of effective rule-
making to amend 10 CFR Part 50. The purpose of the amencnents is to
clarify the Commission's original intent in regard to General Design
Criterion 50, "Containment Design Basis," of Appendix A to Part 50 and
to provide a new § 50.44 to specify standards for combustible gas control
systems.

The effective amendments require the applicant or licensee to show that a
combustible gas mixture would not form in the containment, or that if such

a situation should occur, it would not affect the plant's safety functions.
If neither of these conditions can be shown, inerting of containment will be
required by the amendents.

The notice of proposed rulemaking was published in the Federal Register
(41 FR 46167) on October 21, 1976, for public comment for a period of 60
days. The effective rule reflects consideration of public comments,

but retains the original intent of the proposed rule.

The amendments are being transmitted to the Office of the Federal Register
and will be made effective 30 days following publication.

Copies of a public announcement we plan to issue on this matter are also
enclosed. :

Sincarely,

N /Q/»»\;»/«x 2

Robert\.B. Minogue, Director
Office of Standards Development

Enclosures:
1. Notice of effective rulemaking
to amend 10 CFR Part 50
2. Public announcement on the
amendment to require inerting
of 1ight water reactor containments

cc: Seiator James A, McClure
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MAILING LIST

The Honorable Gary Hart, Chairman
Subcommittee on Nuclear Regulation
Committee on Environment and Public Works
United States Senate

\'ashington, D.C. 20510

cc: Senator James McClure

The Honorable Morris K. Udall, Chairman
Subcommittee on Energy and the Environment
Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs
Unit:d States House of Representatives
Wash ngton, D.C. 20515

¢r:  Re,resentative Robert Bauman

The Honoraoie John D. Dinge!l, Chairman
Subcommittee on Energy and Povor

Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

cc: Representative Clarence J. Brown
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The lionorable Cary Hart, Chairman s: 2;?:%”95050
Subcormittee on iluclear Negulation G. Arlotio. )
Cornitice on Lavironment and Public liorks . Morrison, SO
United Status Scnate J. Norberg, SD

Dear Mr. Chairman: OCA

Enclosed for vour infornation are copies of a notice of effactive rule-
making to au.end 10 CFR Part 50. Tha purpose of the amendicents 1s to
clarify the Coumiscion's original intiat in recard to tcneral Design
Criterion 50, “Containrent Dasion Lasis," of /pandix A to Purt 50 and
to provide a new § 50.44 to specify standards for coimbustible cas control
SYSLULS,

The effective amendments reguire tha applicant or licensee to show that a
combustible ¢as mixture vould not form in the containment, or that 1f such
a sicuation siould oceur, it vould not affcet the plant's safety functions.
If neither of tucse conditions can be shown, incrting of containment wiil Le
required by tha ancngents.

Tie notice of provosed ruleraking was published in the Federal Tagister
(41 F 46167) on Getoker 21, 1976, fur public ccnmant for a noricd of LD
days. The effective rule roflects considaratinn of rublic curents,

but retains the original fnloit of the propusaed rule,

The amendronts are teing transnmitted to the D7fice cf the Fudoral egistar
and will be mauz effective 37 days following publication.
Copies of a public announcenuat we plan to issue on this rmatter are also
enclosed.
Sincerely,
sanith
" “Original signed by B. 0.5 :
7810310145 _
Retert B. liinotue, Director
Cffice of Standards Development
Enclosures:
1. ilwotice of effective rulcnaking
to amend 10 CFR Part 50 Jdentical letters sent to attached
2. Public announceiont on the Mailing List.
anendrent to reauire inerting
M 526-1 of 11aht water roacior containmants
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MAILING LIST

The Honorable Gary Hart, Chairman
Subcommittee on Nuclear Regulation
Committee on Environment and Public Works
United States Senate

washington, 0.C. 20510

cc: Senator James McClure

The Honorable Morris K. Udall, Chairman
Subcommittee on Ernergy and the Environ=ent
Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs
United States House of Representatives
washington, D.C. 20515

cc: Representative Robert Bauman

The Honorable John D. Dingell, Chairman
Subcommittee on Energy and Power

Committee on Interstate and Foreign Ccormerce
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

cc: Representative Clarence J. Brown



