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ORDER

The vranium fuel cycle rulemaking to assess the environmental
impacts of reprocessing and waste management associated with operation
of individual 1ight water reactors is now entering its concluding stage.
On August 31, 1978, the Commission received the Report of the Hearing
Board summarizing the record and outlining the significant issues raised
in the proceeding. We expect to receive not later than October 31,

1972 the Hearing Board's recommendations regarding a final fuel cycle
rule. In this Order we discuss the procedures which the Commission
intends to follow after the Hearing Board's recommendations have been
submitted.

In letters dated July 14, 1978 and August 29, 1978 the Natural

Resources Defense Council submitted procedural suggestions for written
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and oral presentations tc the Commission by participants. Responses by
other participants and by the NRC staff have criticized or opposed these
suggestions. After considering the matter, we conclude that some form
of additional submission by the parties may be useful, although we do
not accept the specific proposals and scheduling suggested by NRDC. We
believe, in particular, that concise, well-focused written statements by
participants are likely to assist the Commission in its study of the
extensive record in this rulemaking.

Accordingly, following submission of the Hearing Board's recommen-
dations the Commission will accept written statements by participants in
this rulemaking, including the NRC staff. To be of maximum use to the
Commission, these statements should focus on the rulemaking record and
on the Hearing Board's summary and recommendations. The statements
should highlight those portions of the record which the participant
believes should receive the Commission's special attention. Fartici-
pants' statements should be submitted to the Secretary of the Commission
no later than twenty-one days following the date on which the Hearing
Board's recommendations are served.

The Commission is alto considering reserving up tu three hours for
oral presentations following receipt of written comments. Particioants
who are interested in making orai presentations should notify the

Secretary no later than the deadline for submitting written comments.



This notifics*+ion should give the name of the person who would make the

presentatic , indicate the intended scope of the comment, and advise on
whose beialf the oral presentation would be made. The participants are
encouraged to confer togetner in an effort to consolidate and 1imit the
number and length of proposed oral presentations. Based on an assess-
ment of the Commission's needs following our initial review of the
Hearing Board recommendations, the participants' written comments, and
the expression of interest in oral argument, the Commission will decide
whether to schedule oral presentations and how to allocate time.

It is so ORDERED.

For the Commission
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Secretary of th¢ Commission

Dated at Washington, OC,
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