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UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20858

g T NOY 2 8 187

MEMORANDUM FOR: Harold Denton, Director, NPQ
FROM: Robert G. Rvan, Director, Office of State Programs

SUBJECT: REGULATORY ACTIONS AND STAFF POSITIONS WHICH
RELY ON WASH 1400

This Office has one item to bring to your attention in which
reference to WASH-1400 was used, that is, the  :ently completed
NRC/EPA Task Furce Report, NUREG-0396.

The Task Force has used information in the ;. a basis to perform
calculations which illustrate the likeliho .ertain offeite dose
levels given a core melt accident. Various ¢ .ects of the study have
been debated by reviewers and additional programs are underway to
extend or refine the study. While the RSS is considerad by the Task
Force to have limited use in dealing with plant/site specific fac-
tors, it provides the best currently available source of information
on the relative 1ikelihood of large accidental releases of radio-
activity given a core melt event. The results derived from the RSS-
based work served to confirm the Task Force judgment that offsite
planning for a generic distance around nuclear power plants is prudert
and useful.

Use of the RSS probability estimates by the Task Force, in the
context of emergency planning, has been thoroughly examined. It
recognized that there is a large range of uncertainiies in these
numbers (as indicated in the Risk Assessment Review Group Raport,
NUREG/CR-0400), but the perspective gained when considering the
the orobabilicies is important in making a rational decision con-
cerning a basis for emergency planning.

7

Robert G. Ryan, Director
Office of State Programs

cc: Norman Haller, MPA
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In your letter of iiry 10, 127 .. L=, -
you asked if the Duecutive Dir«c.: : Shdes
ataff had any information which michit iz gubstantive
bearing on your cd2liberations, Iz in &u: nas aeicd
the senior staff to coneider yorr wem
This Office is responsible for adainicty sn of Btatks
and local emargency preparednegs plannirn nd for the
rairing of Stats and local cevazumen: - gl as
an aid to assuring proper respeonse. lie - activel:
consxd rlng the use of WASE=-1400 accider. zazes ar
a basis for planning 10 testing State c. .. local
plans. To this end, we have asked Sandi- ~-horatorics
to prepare scenariocs based or W2 Fil=1400 ~i sPEn ¢
range of potentiall' possible incident:. n suitable
forﬂ, these scenarios would be usazd to :t. . the responss
of State and local plans and tc provids » ~.neric bzsis
for the evoluticn of emergency monitorin- .nd pro=-
tective actions.
Cur use of scenarios derived frc~ UISil-1 case-
represzents a significant projectiocn of ti AsOtes
Safety Study results in the public dox-:
For thiez reascn I am bringing this poten 1 applie
cation to your attention.
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