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Mr. Ross Kusian.

Saf ety and Supply Co<npany
5510 E. Marginal Way South
Seattle, Washington 98134

Dear Mr. Kusian:

I hope this letter explains the supplied-air hood
approval system to you, since the long stream of telephone
cotiversations with your employees apparently did not.

Both the Department of Energy (00E) and the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC) recognize only National Institute
for Occupat'ional' Safety and Health (NIOSH) approved
respiratory protective devices. The only exception to that
is for devices for which a NIOSH test and certification
procedure do not exist. In that case both DOE and NRC have
set up an acceptance procedure.

The acceptance procedure always starts at the user level,
either DOE contractors or NRC licensees. They send a formal
request for acceptance through the agency's field and area
offices to the agency headquarters. If headquarters decides
it is a reasonable request, they direct our laboratory to
perform tests. Our test results and recommendations are
reviewed by a committee of respirator experts. Our test
results and recommendations, and the committee's
recommendations are submitted to the agency's headquarters,
where the final decision on acceptance is made. Under the
current system, DOE and NRC acceptance is never given to a
device, but to a specific contractor, to use a specific
devi_ce, with a specific operating procedure.
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However, the hood developed by L. Musen is not eligible

for acceptance since it is NIOSH approvable. It is

classified as a Type C, loose-fitting, supplied-air

respirator.

I recommend that you pursue NIOSH approval for the hood.
I do not believe that either DOE or NRC are prepared to
accept any device whi'ch could be, but has not been, NIOSH
approved. And the NIOSH approval offers a much wider field
of use for the hood, since it is not worksite-specific.

Sincerely yours,

[C'1m /

Thomas 0. Davis
Acting Section Leader
Respirator Research and

Developmeht Section
Industrial Hygiene Group
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