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As listed in the Wednesday, August 23,)1978 y g

the Nuclear Regulatory Commission-(NRC has proposea a rua.e
contending that its regulations for emergency plans be amended(LPZ). Into extend to areas outside the Low Population Zone
rssponse, I suoport the proposed rule.

the rule would give more consideration to emer- )As proposed,
Sancy procedures, protective measures, and executive deci- )
sions to areas outside the LPZ. |

As the use of nuclear energy and subsequently the building
|of needed new nuclear power niants ind tha reviewing of ex- |

1 sting plants becomes here and more prominent in our society,
the existence of necessary emergency procedures and appropri-
ate arrangements at the federal, state, and local levels
bacomes imperative in case of any accidental release of radi- |

!

onctive material.
A leak of radioactive material from a nuclear power plant to

in- iareas outside the LPZ will obviously result in the harm,
Ifjury, and possible deaths to a large number of people.

such an accident occurred and an area outside the L?Z with a
high density of population was threatened, measures would
have to be taken immediately. A delay in the procedures to
assure the safety of the people could result in the loss of
lives!

Therefore, to assure the health and safety of possibly thou-
sands of people, protective actions in relation to these
areas must be developed now and not at the instance of the
catastrophe. If procedures and guidelines to evacuation and
protection of the high' population zone are not made before
an accident, but rather later, such actions would not nec-
ossarily assure the protection of the people. It wou3dmost
certainly be a futile effort!

However, if predeternined procedures for evacuation were
developed with state and local authorities, the population
outside the LPZ would be spared. In areas of hir;h population,
cmergency procedures and programs are most needed due to its
large size. If local authorities didn't have emergency plans,
a higher population zone would find itself in mass hysteria
and indirection. This would only contribute to the threat
upon their health and safety! The quickest evacuation and
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roscue-of people to areas of' safety after an accidental radi-
onctive release from a nuclear power plant is paramount!

I find the proposed rule to amend its pres 6nt regu- |
Therefore, !

flations concerning emergency actions outside the LPZ necessary.
The people demand such assurances of safety.

- ,

|*

There has, however, been increasing criticism from the General
Accounting Office of failure by the NRC to watch over the exist- ;

j

ing nuclear plants, to communicate with workers, and in gen-
If this be theoral, neglect existin6 procedures and rules.

case, it should be noted there is no need to try to pass leg-
islation of new rules and procedures if, in fact, existing
ones are not being met! |

In closing, I believe the NRC has its responsibilities to the
public for the safety to them in the installations and mainte-
nance of nuclear power plants. In my opinion, the proposed
rule is an excellent attempt to promot health and safety and
therefore is a necessary rule. But if the NRC is to be effect-
ive in its attempts, it must follow through with the actual
action of implementing and meeting the proposed rule amend-
ments.

,

Sincerely,

.$ &
John P. Salerno
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