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Ftr. L. C. Rouse, Chief -
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./n? mv7
Fuel Fabrication and Reprocessing Branch
Directorate of I.icensing
U. S. Atomic line rgy Commiss ion
Washington, D.C. 20545

Dear htr. Rouse:

Picase refer to your 1ctter of blay 3, 1973, amending License
No. SUB-1010 to authorize the treatment of raf finate in
accordance with our application dated blarch 7 and supplement
dated April 4. Af ter reviewing results of recent treatment
tests, we wish to request an exception for the 1973 growing
season for the constraint on Radium 226 concentration in the
treated raffinate used as fertill:er material of 1 pCi/1.

This reques t results from recent experience accumulated with
testing and treatment methods on a continuous basis. We
find that the configuration of our equipment does not permit
the degree of control previously descri >cd in results of
batch tests reported to you in our application and supplement.
During this initial test period while evaluation of equipment
efficiencies and further eptimization of our process is under
way, we propose a level of 10 pCi/1 as maximum. In view of
the highly controlled nature of this test on privately owned
Kerr-b!cGee property, we believe that the proposed level of
control at about 1/3 of current 10 CFR 20 levcis provides
sufficient protection against irreve rsihic damage to the
environment beyond Ke rr-stcGee property.

As you know, current drinking water s tandards specify a limit
of 3 pCi/1 for Radium 226. The " Report of the National
Technical Advisory Committee to the Secretary of the Interior
on Water Quality Criteria," April 1, 1968, page 163, concludes
that irrigation water containing icvels of Radium 226 meeting
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Mr. L. C. Rouse
June 8, 1973
Pago Two

drinking water standards would not cause detrimental effects
to soils for at 1 cast a period of 40 years. We, therefore,
conclude that this exception will not damage the test area
during the short timo proposed.

May e please have your prompt consideration and approval (
of this proposed exception. ,

;

Sincera y'( y! !
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W[J. Shelley 6lirector
R gulation and Control
Nucicar Division |
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