


Note to Files

MEETING WITH KERR-MCGEE ~ DEEP WELL DISPOSAL - SEQUOYAN FACTLITY
NOVEMEER 20, 1972

At Kerr-McGee's request in a letter dated October 16, 1972, a meeting
was arranged to let Kerr-MeGee review in detail their proposal for deep
well disposal of low level waste before deciding whether the company
should pursue a hearing in the matter of our denial of the proposal on
September 29, 1972. The meeting was held in the Phillips Building.
Enclosed 1s a list of attendees.

Kerr-McGee representatives and their consultant, H. J. Gruy and Asso-
clates, presented additional geological data and explained the geolo-
gleal model for the disposal well in greater detail than was presented
in their applicstion. The information presemted more fully defined the
boundaries for the disposal formation and Mr. Cruy explained wvhat he
felt could be expected from the geological formation and what could
example, he was confideut of the capacity
of the formation, and that it would ecomtain the radiocactive waste and
that the wastes would not migrate in a vertical direction. However, he
ecould not say with certainty where the lateral location of the wastes
wvould be in any particular layer of the disposal formation. AEC com-
sultants Dr. Don L. Warnmer, University of Missouri School of Mines and
Metallurgy, and Mr, George D. DePuchananne of the U. S. Ceological
Survey, asked several questions about the model and the geology of the
area. Kerr-McGee presented additiomal geological maps of the disposal
area reflecting boundaries for the five different layers used for
‘m&m&unhthwumuhmtdudmmd.
Kerr-McGee belleves the disposal well would confine the vaste and that
it 1s a wore acceptable means of disposal than the settling basins
presently used. Mr. Gruy pointed out that the pressure in the well
could be monitored and that an abnormal drop in pressure would indicate
that wastes are moving out of the formation faster than predicted by
the model. Ue believes that migratiom would be lateral rather than
vertical migration. Mr, Gruy said that all models which they have
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AEC would entertain a new application requesting authorization to
conduct deep well disposal operatiom.

Deep we! Jlspesal might be approved for a limited period (5 years)
with appropriate restrictions and wmonitorlirg requirements.

Kerr-MeGee was told that if the ARC decided to approve their deep well
disposal, they would likely be required to support the propesal with

an envirommental report which would include a cost/benefit/risk analysis.

After the meeting Messrs. Malaro, Buchaman, Grove and Cumniagham met

further study. However, they felt the situation wasn't chanmged much by

that there are still uwncertainties with respect
use of such a well for disposal. They felt that
adequately address the question of rlternative meth-
ode of disposal in their application. Mr. DeBuchananne said that Kerr-
MeGee's deep well disposal might be acceptable on a temporary basis
provided AEC incorporated appropriste momitoring requirements in the
license. Both Dr. Varaer snd Mr. DeBuchanamme are to give us their
comments and recommendations in writing after further study of the
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C. R. Buchanan
Materials Brau.h
Directorate of Licemsing

Enclosure:
idst of Attendees
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James F.

Central Ac« ; CcC
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BILLING ADDRESS « KERR-McGLE CORPORATION

Pleagse send invoices and correspondence relating to the following
licenses to the address listed balow:
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The above address change was requested on March 1, 1973, by Tip Sapin
of Kerr-McCGee Corporation.
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