DON L. WARNER
P O BOX 781
ROLLA. MISSBOURI 68401

September 22, 1976 ' ; .

. /
Mr. J. E. Rothfleisch ~7 /J-
Fuel Processing and Fabrication Branch (¢ ( '
Division of Fuel Cycle and Material Safety i
U. 8. Nuclear Requlatory Commission '
Washington, D. C. 20555

Dear Mr. Rothfleisch:

As requested in your letter of September 8, I have reviewed
the Kerr-McGee Nuclear Corporation re ozt of Januarv 5, 1976,
concerning the waste retention ponds at that company's Sequoyah
Facility.

The report does provide additional useful information con=-
cerning the distribution and nature of the soils, alluvial
materials, and shallow consolidated rocks at the Sequoyah Facil-
ity site and it also provides additional interpretation of the
occurrence of ground water at the site.

The report does not, however, complete the picture of the
occurrence and movement of ground water. It is still not
clear at what depth the permanent ground water table lies under
the plant and in what direction and at what rate water in the
permanently saturated zone is moving. It is also unclear
whether any of the water in the monitoring wells is associated
with the pa2rmanently saturated zone or '+hether the water found
in those wells is derived from movement .ithin temporarily
saturated intervals above the permanent water table.

The report included no discussior of the construction or
occurrence of water in monitor wells of the 2300 series, from
which samples have been reqularly obtained. It is important
that the source of this water be known in order to interpret
the significance of the analyses run on water from these wells,

It is my understanding, from discussion today with Mr. W, J,
Shelley of the Kerr-McGee Corporation, that the company plans to
nake further efforts to answer some of the unknowns mentioned
above by construction of several additional shallow wells in the
vicinity of the waste retention ponds.

eincerely yours,

|
‘ ¥
‘\
! in L. Warner
Consulting Ceo=-
logical Engineer /}7
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