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f ' IN VIEW DT URGENCY OF LETTER MAILED YOU LAST WEEK AND YOUR ADVICE

| WATJT HAS NOT BEEN RECE!VID, VE SEND TOLLOWING TVX CONTIRMING

| LETTER TOLLOWS..
,

*
.

CUOTE

WHEN KERR-MCGEE TI,RST EMBARKED ON THE PLANNING STAGES FOR THE EASTERN
'

! OKLAHOMA PLANT /THE SEGUOYAH PLANT / TOR THE CONVERSION OF NATURAL
W .

URAN!UM ORE CONCENTRATES TO UT6, MUCH THOUGHT WAS GIVEN TO THE

SATEST, NOST RELI ADLE AND MOST ICONOMICAL MANNER OF DISPOSING 0F THE
C

RADICACTIVE WASTE TROM THE PLANT.*

@
,,

b OUR CONCLUSION IN 1967, WHICH I UNDERSTAND WAS CONCURRED WITH

{
INTORMALLY DY THE AEC LICENSING PEOPLE AT THE TIME, WAS THAT BY TAR

{ 1HE SATEST AND MOST AESTHETICALLY ACCEPTADLE METHOD WAS DEEP WELL

DISPOSAL, PROVID'ED THE SUBSURTACE STRUCTURE UNDERLYING THE $1TE WOULD

ACCEPT AND RETAIN THE WASTI. WE FROCEEDED ON THIS APPROACH ATTER

HAVING SATISTIED OURSELVES THAT THE SUBSURTACE CONDITIONS WERE

EXCELLENT TOR THIS PURPOSE. estatsotoe 700512,- ADOCK 04 7q gDM |

,

| Of SEPTLMBIR 23, 1969, IN THE APPLICATION TOR A LICENSE FOR THE

[ OPERATION OT CUR PLANT, WE REQUESTED APPROVAL TOR USE OT OUR DEEP
,

ELL,FOR DISPOSAL OT CUR LIQUID WASTE MATERIAL. I WILL NOT BURDEN YOU
-,.

WITH' N E DETAILS OF THE CORRESPONDENCE WHICH TOLLOWED $!NCE THEY ARE

'I ^Y A DR?fW OF RECORD IN YOUR OTTICE. .THE NET RESULT, HOWEVER, WAS THAT

' ISIEN M ' RECEIVED OUR LICENSE ON FEBRU4RT 30,1970, THE AEC IMPOSED A

L ' 00ND1hfN SdffWh..'THIS LIC'EN I DOES NOT UTHOR!2NTHN,DISPOSALOT,

" L!stte sett' CoNTAiN!Ns NADI'eeCTIVE CONITYTUENTS 'BY INJECTION INTO,

"

'

s.



gi'

I - - -__ u_

' sit 1CE ALL OF OUR STUDIES AtlD It1VESTIGATIONS TO DATE FAVE CONFIR!1ED ANDo a

STREtlGTHEt!ED OUR ORIGIriAL CONVICTIO!! Tif AT DEEP UELL DISPOSAL AT SEQUOYAH

IS FAR SUPERIOR FR0!: ALL STANDPOINT 3 To At1Y OTHER PROCEDURE, UE PREPARED

A!!D SUBMITTED TO THE COMi:I53 ION ON APRIL 10, 1970, A CO:TREHENSIVE ANAL -

Y3I3 AND SAFETY ASSESS: ENT OF T!fE DEEF WELL' f:ETF00 0F RADIOACTIVE DISPOSA

MID REQUESTED THAT OUR LICENSE DE At: ENDED TO AUTHORIZE USI 0F THE UELL.

WE ARE CONVINCID THAT TifE INFORf:ATION WE HAVE 3UDt:ITTED UILL, U!iEN

CAREFULLY EVALUATED, TEMON3TRATE DEYOND 'AMY REASONABLE DOULT THAT THE

DEEP WELL DISPO3AL AS PROP 03ED BY U3 JILL I:07 iiESULT IN EITHER CHEMICAL

OR RADIOACTIVE POLLUTION OF THE SURFACE OR UASDLE SUBSURFACE LAND AND

UATER, AND THAT UE WILL EVEt:TUALLY GET APIROVAL FOR USE OF THE WELL.

DURIt!G T"E t'ot:TF SINCE 'lE SUB!ilTTED TlfIS REQUEST, UE ff AVE INITI ATED SEV-

ERAL TELEPH0t!E DISCU33 IONS UITH PEOPLE IN YOUR MATERI AL3 LICENSING DIV-

ISI0t! At!D HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO GET ANY FEELING AS TO UHEf! UE COULD START

11(E SUBSTANTIVE DISCU33 IONS UMICH COULD LEAD TO A POSITIVE RE50LUTION OF

THE PROBLEli.
.

WE REALI2E THAT THE UHOLE PROBLEi: OF E:1VIR0b' :EtiTAL CONTALINATI0t;, IN '

CLUDIt:G THZ'UjE OF DEEP UELLS FOR DISP 05aL OF ANY TYPE OF UASTE, IS A

!:ATTER OF GREAT C0t!CERN IN UASHINGTON AND EL3EUPERE IN TifE COUNTRY, INCLU

It!G OUR OUM 3 TATE. UE ARE AL30 AUARE THAT TifE AEC ftUST OUTAIN ADVICE

AND COUN3EL FRO : OTHER AGEt:CIE3, SUCH A3 TFE U3C3, HAVING SPECIFIC EE-

' TERTISE IN DIFFEREt'T ARIA 3 OF TPE Ef!VIRON:: ENTAL PRODLEI:. UE RECOGNI2E

THAT SUCH REVIEU TALES 30 :E TI!:E. HOWEVER, UE DO NEED AN EARLY RESO-

LUTI0ft To THI'i PROBLEM. TII:ING IS E::TREMELY II:PORTANT To US. CUR PLANT

WA3 DESIGNED Ai'D DUILT Oi: T!fE A33UMTTI0t! THAT OUR WASTE COULD DE DISPOSED

OF It! THE DEEP WELL, AND THE RETENTION DASIN3 WERE ONLY FOR 3HORT TERM

EI:ERGENCY U3E UlfEN At!D IF THE WELL DECAME TEt'PORARILY INOPERATIVE. EVEN

IN THI3 CASE, TUE t:ATERI AL TEt:PORARILY STORE 0 IN Tl E. DA3I"3 UOULD Di

PUf: PED INTO THE UELL A3 300" AS IT UAC RETURt ED TO OPERAllott.
L N _J
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WE NOW FIND OURSELVE3 FACED UITH A SITUATIO!J WHERE UE MUST USE THE TEM-

PORARY RETEt!TI0t! BASIN 3 IN ROUTINE OPERATIONS. TliIS RAISES SERIOUS PROB-

LEMS. THE CAPACITY OF OUR DASING I3 LIMITED AND, UNLESS UE GET RELIEF

VERY QUICKLY, WE UILL BE FORCID TO C0!!3TRUCT ADDITI0tlAL'RETEf 3TI0t! BASINS.

EVEf1 IF THIS COULD DE DONE IN TIME TO PREVENT SHUTD0utl, IT NOT. 0tJLY ADDS

GREATLY TO OUR CAPITAL EXPEt!DITURE3, IT ALSO TEt!D3 TO DESTROY THE

AESTHIETIC QUALITY OF At! OTiiERWISE DEAUTIFUL SECTION OF OUR STATE. IF, a

UE ARE FIRMLY CONVIt!CED, THE AEC EVENTUALLY AGREE 3 TO ALLOU US TO USE THE

WELL, ADDITIOf!AL DA5 INS UILL f0T BE !?EEDED. Ot! THE OTiiER l'AND, IF THE AE

l'AKE3 A POSITIVE DECISI0t! TifAT T!tE UELL Is NOT ACCEPTABLE, UE UOULD LIKE

TO CAREFULLY PLAN OUR FUTURE'L0tlG RANGE DISPOSAL, GIVING FULL C0f!3IDER-

ATION NOT Ot!LY TO RETE!!TIO!! DASINS DUT TO ALTERf1ATIVES.

IN REACHIt:G THE DECISI0t1 TO U3E T!!E DEEP UELL FOR WASTE DISPOSAL, WE CAVE

COMPRE!f Et!31VE C0t!3IDER ATI0t! TO AL'.ERNATIVE METl!0DS BEFORE REJECTING T!!EIR

USE AT TI'E PLANT. IN "0IL COUNTRY" 3UC!! A3 OHLAH0!:A, THE PUBLIC

GEllERALLY A330CI ATES PONDIt!G UITH POTENTI AL POLLUTIOtl DUE TO SOf E POORLY

OPERATED PONDS DURIt!G EARLY OIL FIELD !!I3 TORY, AtID TirEY, LIKEUISE,

AS3OCI ATE DEEP WELL DISPO3AL UITH EFFICIEtJT, SAFE WASTE DISPOSAL DASED

ON SOME 25 YEAR 3\ EXPERIE!!CE WITH SAFE DISP 03AL OF C0t!CEt:TRATED DRI!1ES

It! T!!E MID-CONTI!!Et:T AREA. WZ DELIVE T!IE SUD3URFACE DATA, ItiCLUDIt G

D'E GEOLOGICAL It!TERPRETATION, GE0 HYDROLOGY INTERPRETATI0tl, WELL DESIGN

AND TESTIt:G PROCEDURES, CORE At!ALY3I3, At1D OT!'ER PERTINE!!T II:FORMATIOtl

TRAtl3MITTED TO TlfE C0!:!:IS3I0t: SET 3 FORT!? At! IDEAL SITUATION FOR T!!I3

MET!'0D OF DISP 03AL. FURTifER, OUR COMPA!1Y !tAS itAD LO!!G E::PERIEt!CE UIT!!

SUDOURFACE DISPO3AL OF C0!!CEt!TRATED BRINES, AG UELL A3 C0f TROLLED

SUU:URFACE IffdECTION IN UATER FLOODING OPERATION 3, At:D T!!E C0t!3EQUEt!T

EXPERTISE Af1D C0t!FIDEf!CE T! FAT GROU3 FROM TifIS LONG EXPERIENCE, ?!O DOUUT,

) ADD 3 TO THE DASIS OF OUR DIEP CONVICTIO!! THAT T1rE DEEP UELL DISPOSAL I3

FAR SUPERIOR TO TPE ALTERt1ATIVES AT THIS PLA!!T.



_. ____ _

_

= e
-

~ o 9 --

.

.

E
=
-

.

_

.

-
e
E
-
-

R
,

.
.

l'

1 ' vi: r y r. e ;, n: e. 1-. _ c. _. - - , _ . . , .

.,. - , - - - . i ..
. . . - _f,.,

2
I : c.171 1 ,-,7 .n'y _,,. .r;;- r, . . _ 7 ,,; 7- . ., . ,,c.. ;, 7g,,

, _- - nn.,.. . _,. '''I
'

a 6 4. s
-. 1. gg ,,.t p ' ' ' ' '-

T' ' ' ' ' . *1'

4 & . . .tL,+7.'^. 6- es ,,. 9,- .p.
i m , , , gg ,,

It:rea.~,ir:n- c e- . - , , , ,
. - a.,, . n. . , .. c, . , _ . -, . , , , , . ,v uc a. . ._ . . ,

i

r .n n . ,. . . r ., . . 1,1 .. -1,s. a._
__

r - . ; 1- cc m .j ,, yc- -. -. nr _,

l
. - . _ 1. _ .7

,_. ., . _ . .,
..

u- L L I r r .1; rc, :: mi: - .-. , r.< _c. - .. . , , _, .

. , . 1 ,. 1 . _7_.., .. , . ..,
.

-
-

Fi rt,; :: ^: :g ~ ,- : -
rr- . j, 71, . 2,... 7~ 7, , ._ , . ,r. __. ,_ , ,, , , _ . _ , . _ . . c., ., , . _ . ..

-

g u;_L, tc 1 :7 .r._ _ f, n 3 en.1_,,, .,, , , ,,
.- ,

. .

_E
_c 7 - . .

, . . - . _ . . . . . _ _ r.

,
. - .. ,1 .. n .. _. m .. . m . ,.. _. c- , , , . . -. _. - . . _

. ;. ._ . ,

&
T. - -or

@ k-' n gtil. ,,...T'' *-
\ . . s u 1 L;, ; ,

e m, , , . , .. .-x , ,i...,
F

-

, i. . . 1. ,;.. v 1,_ r: _ 7 : ; .-' Rec'd Otf. D,ir. of . Ret
.

- u . .g
g,

8'e
,

-
lii

~~- i g s 3 -

.- -

-
-

-

M

b
E:
=
_-
E-
m
T

mu-
_

-

-

E



..

- ^-

^ r ^ +. . , ~

s cswvm myw n ysty,g t m %;;a~c
0 r -

2- b
,,,,,,,,,,y,,- ,,,7 ,

+
. ~ ,, %-4."> ee5=tS=N N,

REPORT 7 C'TINR:m gegy,'

07 1.TR .
- MEMOS

gl7wh etdeme Otty. Ria. 8
( George Parks) OTHER: 'CRIG.: CC:

TO: 1 1
brold Price
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6/3/70 ^Y

Re the letter from Mr. Parks of Kerr-McGee,,

has any action been taken to ptir it inJhe

Public Doci-ant D a= ?

In your conversation with Mr. Parks on

5/13, he had no objection to the letter

being put in the PDR - said it was just an
~

error that the letter was marked Confiden-

tial - he wanted to be sure it got to you

first. The confirmation copy is not

marked confidential.
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