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DEC 2C Sn

Ita. Huguette Thomson

4130 M. W. 40th St.
Oklahona City, Oklahoma

Dear Ms. Tho con:

Thank you for your letter of October 14, 1973 renarding the Kerr-McGee
Plutonium Fuel Plant. Ua nporeciate your interent in thin matter and

'
hope the follouing infortsation vill be uccful to you.

*

The Kerr-McGee Plutoniua Fuci Plant una constructed in 1969 at the
oite of the tira'n existin;; Uraniun luol P1:nt near Crcr: cent, Oklahona.
After careful rnview ci tha plant decinn and propoacd metnoda of opera-
tica, tha Atouic Lacrc,y Ca=1mion (Al C) incued a license to Kerr-McCoe
for operation of the plant in April of 1970. The licenan authorizco
the tecnipt and uno of plutenium and uranium, in accordance with

I opecified licenac cenditiona, for tha f abrication cf ni::cd plutonitna-
1 ureniun nuclear reactor feal. The operaticas at the Korr-:!cGec plant

have no conacetien with the nation'a nuclear wenNu2 p rog ra:a. Plutonium
in c.casitcred to be a valuable energy recoarce and the current plutonium
fuel fabriention operations at the Kerr-McGec plant are a part of a
pronram to dnvelop a nuclear reactor tlat can bea't ut111:e thia resource

(tcehnically referred to na the " breeder reactor program").

As you have indicated, the natura of plutoniun dcasado great care and
confiucaent for nafo handlin?,. This was recoenized at the tino of its
discovery and cost of the technology for working safely with plutonium
han como out of the ucapona pro;, rana referred to above. Over aluost
thirty yeara, tona of plutonium have been produced and handled at AEC
facilitica li'. only minor releauen to the environa reculting in in- -

significant c :posura to the public. With saaller quantitica,cxperience
over the pant 10-12 yeara in co.T.creial faciliti"s conducting operations
similar to theco of Karr-P.cCco also provides evideace that the required
confinement of plutoniua can and han been achieved.

cmet> . . . - . . . .. - - - - - - - - - -

OS12170137 731226
sumut > PDR ADOCK 04008027 . - - - - - - - - - -

C PDR
eor > .i.. i ..... ..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2s:..---...-..:

u m -uaou. , os .uoi ono .. m-o -m u me

-



_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

'
' ; o o.

.

!!s. liuc,uctto Thonaca -2-

A<i already noted nbove, the Korr-McGeo Plutonium Fual Plant in
licensed by the A".C. ''ith re r act to cec >11:.nce with this licence.

nna ita conditicna, the Plutentia fuel Fl.nt to cubject, at all
tinac, to inapccticn ond curvntilanen by the Cornicaicn's Directorate
of Rruli.tcry om raticnn. Doc :enra relatine' to licenalng actiona
rad 1 wpectiona ( the Kerr-:' e plant cre ruintained for public.

review .t tho itbrary in Gutnric, oalt.he: m .

The ABC Nr.ulatory ctaff la preparinc n draft environmental inpact
t,tato ut on t hu E f r-: Go ri.utantua Fuel Plant an re';uired b'/
the Cec c.iraion'a rr dtticna r,lerentin' tne Mational 5:nviron-
tental Policy Act (, PA). 'ic.c a tne d ra t t environreatal statencati

in en ~1cted, conian vill be c mt to Federal end Chichem Etato
ar.cnclu a t or review nnd concent. A copv vill be pl.:cc:1 in the
public record natntained at thn Atthrim (ilabrm librcry and the
public u:Lll bc .4vio-d of the n'atlability of the ntatcrent by a
notico publinhed in the FL3C''.AL .C';ISIE*.' inviting cc:.m.'nts. In
vicV of 'four interent in this ratter, a copf of the statenent
vill be forunrded direct 1'f to you.

Sincerely,

i
_.

Ori3 nal Sh'nmi by
Leiend O. Ecu:e...

D. A. tiuv, Surer

Aaaintant Director for Fuct Cyclo
Directorate of Licenaing,

!
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