CABINET FOR HEALTH SERVICES

COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY
FRANKFORT 40621-0001

DEPARTMENT FOR PUBLIC HEALTH April 21, 1997

Shirley Jackson, Chair
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

Dear Chair Jackson:

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s recent decision to
endorse taking responsibility for regulatory oversight of
certain Department of Energy activities provides a first
step in unification of radiological issues under a single
federal agency. This approach provides a unique opportunity
to demonstrate to the regulated community and the public
that radiological issues will be addressed utilizing a
single set of regulations, standards, risk assessment/
management approaches, and guidelines.

We request the Commission provide state radiation control
agencies which have DOE facilities within their borders an
opportunity to work with the Commission in the developing
approaches for the retulatory countrol of these facilities,
Agreements with DOE or legislation vor assuming regulatory
responsibility for DOE tc~ilities should reflect Agreement
States’ roles with .Zgjard to A®PR and other radinact’ve
material. All sources of ionizing radiation represent
public health concerns and need vo be addressei in any
«~tion dealing with the regulation of DOE facilities.

The Conference of Radiation Control Program Director, Inc.
has established a Federal Facilities Committee for review
and evaluation of activities at DOE facilities. The NRC and
DOE should consider bringing this Committee into the
discussion relative to the external regulation of DOE
facilities.

Finally, with the major focus of DOE on environmental
restoration, the present exemption for DOE contractors and
subcontractors is not justified and should be modified to
allow for the same licensing and regulatory oversight that
is required for contractors conducting decommissioning and
decontamination activities at NRC and Agreement State
facilities.
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Bringing state radiation control programs and the CRCPD
Federal Facilities Committee into these discussions would be
beneficial to all parties in the transition to external
regulaticn of DOE facilities.

Thank you for your attention to these matters.
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John A. Volpe, Ph.D.,Manager

. Kentucky Radiation Control
s
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C: Commissioner Dicus, NRC
Commissioner Rodgers, NRC
Commissioner Diaz, NRC
Commissioner McGaffigan, NRC
Joseph L. Callan, EDO, NRC
Frederico Pena, Secretary, DOE
Charles M. Hardin, Executive Director CRCPD
Jimmy Hodges, Manager, Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plant



