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U S Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attention: Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555

Dear Sir:

Subject:  Oyster Creek Nuclear Generating Station

Docket No. 50-219
Licensee Event Report 97-005

GPU Nuclear, Inc

U.S Route #9 South

Post Office Box 388

Forked River, NJ 08731-0388
Tel 609-571-4000

May 8, 1997

6730-97-2140

Enclosed is Licensee Event Report 97-005. This event did not irpact the health and safety of the

public.

If any additional information or assistance is required, please contact Ms. Brenda DeMerchant,

Regulatory Affairs Engineer, at 609-971-4642.
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cc: Administrator, Region |

NRC Project Manager
NRC Sr. Resident Inspector
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Very truly yours,
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Michael B. Roche w2
Vice President and Director \
Oyster Creek
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Standby Liquid Control System Saiupie Keporting Requirements Not Met Due to Inadequate Procedure
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On April 8, 1997 it was identified that the most recent Standby Liquid Control System (SLCS) sodium
pentaborate solution Boron-10 (B-10) enrichment surveillance determining the B-10 enrichment solution
results were not received within 30 days 1 sampling. Technical Specification Section 4 2 E 5 states, “If not
received within 30 days, notify NRC (within 7 days) of plans to obtain test results * This notification was
not made.

The cause of this event was determined to be an inadequate procedure in that Technical Specification
requirements were not included in permanent plant documents

The safety significance of this event is considered minimal When the results were received, the B-10
enrichment atom percent was within specification. Therefore, the SLCS was capable of performing its
intended function at all times

Corrective actions include revising appropriate plant documents to reflect the Technical Specification
requirement
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This event was discovered on April 8, 1997

Identification of O

During a recent NRC inspection, it was identified that the most recent Standby Liquid Control System
(EIIS code LCS) solution Boron-10 (B-10) enrichment sample analysis results determining the solution B-
10 enrichment results were not received within thirty (30) days of sampling Technical Specification
Section 4 2 E 5 states, "Enrichment analysis shall be received no later than 30 days after sampling If not
received within thirty days, notify NRC (within 7 days) of plans to obtain test results " This notification
was not made. This is reportable under 10 CFR 50 73(a)2)Xii)

The plant was operating at approximately 100% power with system pressures and temperatures normal for
full power operation at the time of discovzry

Description of Occurrence

Liquid poison solution sampling is required every 24 months to determine the B-10 enrichment and the
sample 1s shipped to an independent laboratory  Unbeknownst to chemistry personnel, the service contract
with the independent laboratory had expired Had the surveillance procedure accurately reflected the
Technical Specification requirement, the processing of a new contract and preparation of the sample for
shipment offsite would have been expedited Nevertheless, a sample collected on March 22, 1996, did not

arrive at the lab until April 29, 1996 The sample was analyzed on April 30, 1996, and reported 1o Oyster
Creek on May 10, 1996

Apparent Cause of Occurrence

The cause of the occurrence has been determined to be an inadequate procedure in that relevant
information was not included in a permanent plant procedure The requirement to receive sample results
for the B-10 enrichment within 30 days of sampling was not captured in any plant document other than
Technical Specifications and chemistry personnel were not cognizant of the Technical Specification
requirement. If it had been recognized that there was a specific reporting requirement the delay would
have been minimized




NC FORMA66A US NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
(48

LICENSEE EVENT REPORT (LER)
Text Continuation

FACILITY NAME (1) DOCKET LER NUMBER (6) PAGE (3)
YEAR| SEQUENTIAL T Revision
NUMBER
OYSTER CREEK, UNIT | 50-219 97 005 00 3 of 3

TEXT ¢If more space is required, use additonal copies of NRC Form 3664) (17)
Although the weight percent (concentration) of sodium pentaborate can change with makeup and

evaporation, an analysis is performed monthly thus verifying Technical Specification 4 2 E 2 requirements
are met

The margin of safety was not compromised by this incident, as other surveillances performed on the SLCS
have demonstrated that the system is well within acceptable tolerances and limits

Even though the result for the B-10 enrichment analysis was not obtained within the time period specified

by Technical Specification, when the result was received the B-10 enrichment proved to be within
specification. The SL.CS would have fulfilled its safety function at all times.
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The appropriate plant documents and the task associated with the surveillance will be revised to reflect the
associated results reporting requirements by the end of the third quarter, 1997

This LER will be included in required reading for all appropriate Chemistry personnel.
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