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1

i Ms. Shirley Ann Jackson
! Chairmer
i Nuclear Megulatory Commission
| Washinstm,'DC 20556
i

{ DeerMs.backson:
t :
,

i Pursuant % their moponsibilties under Attleio I of the U.S. Constitution end Rules X
! and XIof he Rules of the U.S. House of Representatives, the Committee ort
| Govememnt Reform end Oversight's subcommittee on Govemment Menegement,
i information and Technology and the Committee on Science's Subcommittee on
j Technology are conducting e congnuing inquiry into the etsitty of infbrmation technology
; systems ta properly proceso year date fields on January 1,2000. This " Year 2000"

problem ntaults from program softwee that uses only two dl0lt fleide to recognlae the
-

year. Coresquently, many computer programs and embedded microchips we fall to,

| recognise the che300 in century and misread "00" or the year 2000 as 1900.
!'

,

| Ourtwo edoommittees conducted a joint hearing on March 20,1997 on the risks and
! potential 4onsequences connected with the Year 2000 technology problem. Several of |
! ourwitnesset underscored their conoems about the ;-r;f"; serious health and
j safety oorseguences atacoleted with the failure of electronio devioos conleininD
j ombedded .4C Many of these devioos, performing dete4esed computations,
i may melhnotion in the year 2000, Consumers need to be better informed about
j potentiel s'roblems wth products contelning these embedded microchips. To easis: the

|
| sE- _ ..- - _ in their oversight responsbibles, answer the fonowing quessons: '

.

! 'i . Do
@your egency have a plan for esecesing tw Year 2000 vulnerebHity of

os
mic in deWlost b by p W,inj
use by your egenor, or that migh@t be pure @ened t>y your egenoy?|

,

! 2. N e plan edels, provide e copy to the subcommbless, if no plan exists, is
| eudh an ettetement under way, and When do y0u eW t to be
j oorgleted?
;
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3. Heke oWloiele of your egency communletted with private loductrif ebout'

i the potentiel consequences of the Year 2000 technology problem
j eehmisted with electronto devices containing omteklee microatilps? If
! not, why not?
i

I 4. Veo within your egency has designoled responelbility for nedmes!ng the
riele aescolated with poselble malfunctions of elechonic devloes

; comsining embedded microchips?
.

.

I Your fut a ad complete responses to these questions will be very helpful to the

i =A -:6.X:::. Please supply eN requested Inkwmetion by the close of businees,
j Pelday, Altil 26,1997 to B 373 Raybum House Oflice Building. If you hevo any |

; questione regarding this metter, please contest Mark Unospher, counsel, or John Hynes i
i et he Su$ committee on Govemment Mana0ement, Information and Technology at 202- !

!

i 226 6147.
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| Hom, Chelimen noe ,

i Subcomr1 on Govemment Management, Subcommittee on Technology

| Inf and Technology ;
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i Carolyn i Rankin0 Member Bert Gottion, Ranking Member ;

Subcornmittee on Technolo0V
y:"on Govemment Menagement,i Subcomr
e.- : andTechnology ;
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