lay lo, 1984

The Honorable Richard L. Ottinger, Chairman

Subcormittee on

Energy Conservation and Power

Committee on Energy and Commerce
United States House of Representatives

Washington, D.C.

20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

Enclosed for your information is an announcement that the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission staff today informed the Southern California
Edison Company that it fs proposing a $250,000 fine against the
company for disabling a safety system at the San Onofre Nuclear

Generating Stati

on Unit 3.

It is planned to mail this information to the news media today,

May 16, 1984,

Enclosure:
As stated

cc: Rep. Carlos

Sincerely,

Carlton Kammerer, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs

Moorhead
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Rep. Marlenee

8510230164 851004
PDR_ FOIA

JACOBS85-478

PDR

.....................

---------------------

oatelp ;

................................................................

...............................................................

...............................................................

---------------------

.....................

....................

....................

....................

....................

NRC FORM 318 10/80) NRCM 0240

OFFICIAL RECORD COPY

o us.

GPO 198340024,



UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS, REGION V
1450 Mara Lane, Suite 210, Wainut Creek, CA 54508

NRC:V-14843 TRANSMITED ViA BUSINESS «iIFR

CONTACT: JIM HRANCHETT ! P.™M., WEDNESDAY, MAY 1&, 1
BUS: (415%5) 943-7809

HCME: (41%) B0 -TB8430

NRC STAFF PRNPNSFS 9%, 000 +iINE ASAINST 80, CALIF. EDISCH 20.
FOR LICENSE VIOLATIONE AT SAN ONQFFE NUCLEARS STATION UNIT 3

WALNUT CREE¥, CA -- The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commistiuh =t aff -
today informed trhe Southern California Edigen Coapany that 1% 15
prupusing a $252,000 fine ageinst the compaons for disabling & aefet, »

system at the San OCnofre Nuclear Gene-atirg Staticn nit 5 betweer
March 4 and March 17, 1984.

The violations cited by the NRC stafé invol . ed boath of the
rontainment spray systems at

-~

zar. Onofre Unit T being inzperable 2ue &2
improper valve alignments from March 4 te March 17, despite at lcoat
two OCccasions when operating persconrel shovld heve detezted <hs valviry
e rcr. The contaeinment spra, =ystem is designed Lo spra, wator ins1de
the reactor containme~t Building in the event of an aczcident 9 recu.e
pressure 1nside the bLullding &7d reduce the cancentratiaon o+ adlc
active 1odine within the containment atmouphere.

Johr B. Martin, Administrator af the NAC Rugion YV affice 10 WalrLh
Crmeb, CA, ¢3ld Couvtrerrn Calaéornia Edicon Compan, 'rn a M. ' Yatterr

that the most recent violations along with two other finec against Ligd
company in 1982 for similar viclations indicate that ke corpan 3%, 1
ras not made sufficient improvements i 1ts maragement coantrals.

Martin said that although the viclstions did not present =FiT S OUS
threat to public heelth and safety due to the availabtiliity of a
redundant containment cooling system, he&E was, however, sericuzl
concerned that this event resulted in a significant degradation of 4
safety system at San Onafre Unit .

’

Under NRC's enforcement policy, when the NRT ctaéf proposas &
civil penalty, the licensee is giver 30 déys te eirther pay the fine o
submit a formal protest. I« the utility cdenies the alleged viaola*tiorn
the NRC staff will consider that resgconse before deciding whethnr <o
impose, mitigate or withdraw the proposed civil penalty.
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