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Unit Status: At the time of the event discovery, Unit 1 was in Mode 3 (Hot
Standby) at 0 percent power and Unit 2 was in Mode 1 (Power Operation) at 100
percent power.

Bvent Description: On May 12, 1997, a scenario was identified that could
potentially affect Auxiliary Feedwater (CA) system operability. If all CA
system Pumps are operating with suction aligned to the Upper Surge Tank
(UST), and the UST is not isolated prior to emptying, the possibility exists
for air to accumulate in the high points of the CA Pump suction piping upon
automatic swapover to the assured safety makeup source. As the UST refills
from recirculation flow, the air accumulated in the suction piping could be
forced into the pumps rendering them inoperable.

Event Cause: If further evaluation of this postulated scenario determines
that a valid operability issue exists, the event cause will be determined and
subsequently reported in a revision to this report.

Corrective Action: Engineering evaluation of the issue will continue and
appropriate procedural or design enhancements will be implemented as
necessary upon completion. In the interim, a contingency plan documenting
compensatory actions has been put in place by an Operations Special Order to
assure continued operability of the CA system.
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