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: LICENSEE EVENT REPORT 97-018-00
i

POTENTIAL RESIDUAL HEAT REMOVAL SYSTEM
OVERPRESSURE DURING ACCIDENT CONDITIONS,

POINT BEACH NUCLEAR PLANT. UNITS 1 AND 2

Enclosed is Licensee Event Report 97-018-00 for Point Beach Nuclear Plant, Units 1 and 2. This report
is provided in accordance with 10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(i), "Any event or condition that alone could have
prevented the fulfillment of the safety function of structures or systems that are needed to mitigate the
consequences of an accident." This report describes a potential to overpressurize the isolated section of

_ pipe between two residual heat removal (RHR) valves inside each containment, during a design basis
accident. Any significant damage to the affected pipe or valves could have inhibited the RHR system's
capability to achieve and maintain a cold shutdown condition, which is required for certain accidents.
This condition is a latent characteristic of the original plant design.
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