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DATE: May 29,1997 .
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TO:
Deputy Director |

Office of State Programs

SUBJECT: LEAKING N1-63, GAS CHROMATOGRAPH
SOURCE, AT CHEMICAL WASTE i

MANAGEMENT, INC., SULPHUR, LA

STATE: LOUISIANA

i

Signature and Title: Kim Wiebeck
Louisiana Radiation Protection
Division ;
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|* Chemical Waste Management, Inc.
f''A ! ,gy g ggi 16 ;. , , ,

| 7170 John Brannon Road -' !
,Sulphur, Louisiana 70663 -.J l
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RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
i P 104 308 812

Mr. William H. Spell, Administrator i

Radiation Protection Division
La DEQ
P.O. Box 82135
Daton Rouge, LA 70884-2135;

| RE: REPORT OF A LEAKING SEALED SOURCE
'

RML #LA-4187.L01

| Dear Mr. Spell:

| Pursuant of LAC 33:XV.492, Chemical Waste Management. Inc. Lake Charles Facility, hereby submiu'

this notification of a leaking scaled soum.

On May 14,1997, wipe tests were performed on all sources in the CWM Lab and the kits were sent to
Monitoring Servim of Houstvu. Texe for analysis. On May 21.1997 C % M was nontied that one of
the sealed sources, serial number fl883, indicated a removable activity of 0.0156 uCi, which exceeds the

i

regulatory level of 0.001 uCi.

Earlier in the morning of May 21.1997, the scaled source. F1883. had been packaget! for shipment to j
Hewlet:-Packard for routine cicaning and/or exchange. The package was in transit when the call, notifying !
CWM vf the potentis! Icaking source, was received.

CWM immediately contacted Hewlett-Packard to alert them of the potential for receiving a " leaking
wurce" In speaking with Patty Hobson and Alan Aamyab (RSO) with Hewlett-P:ckard, they stated that

i
they would wipe test the scaled source upon receipt and inform us of any removable activity. The scaled

3
sources were originally packaged in such a manner that if it were known to have been leaking at the time of

!
shipment, no additional precautions would bave been warranted. Also. Hewlett Packard would have been
the intended recipient of any sources found to have been leaking.'i.e.. removabic activity in excess of
0.00$ uCi.

I
4

On May 22,1997, Mike Henry with the LaDEQ Radiation Protection Division was con: acted concerntng
the situation. He requested that a wipe test be performed on the area where the sealed source was kept to

; . verify that no contaminaton had occurred. He also requested that a copy of this notification be faxed to
'

his attention.

If you have any questions regarding this maner, please contact Gretchel Grout. RSO, at (318)-583-3630.

Sincerely,

Cp .g)
| tchel Grout
; 1 ab Manager, CWM
; rad /ecdF1883
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