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January 21, 1986

ST-HL-AE-1570
File No.: G9.17, R15.1

Mr. Vincent S. Noonan, Project Director
PWR Project Directorate #5
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

South Texas Project
Units 1 and 2

Docket Nos. STN 50-498, STN 50-499
DSER Item

Momentary Fuel Assembly Liftoff

Reference: Letter ST-HL-AE-1515 dated 11/8/85; M. R. Wisenburg to
G. W. Knighton

Dear Mr. Noonan:

This letter is provided to address Draft Safety Evaluation Report (DSER)
Item #36 (see reference) regarding momentary fuel assembly liftnff. Based on
information provided in the attachment, Houston Lighting & Power requests
that the NRC consider this item as " closed".

If you should have any questions on this matter, please contact
Mr. M. E. Powell at (713) 993-1328.

VerytrulhJrs, O
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M. R. Wise rg
Manager, Nu ear Licensin
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Attachment: Response to DSER Item #36
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ST-it-AE-1570 .
F No.; G9.17, R15.1' ' Houston Lighting & Pbwer Company

f cc:

Hugh L. Thompson, Jr., Director Brian E. Berwick, Esquire
Division of PWR Licensing - A Assistant Attorney General for,

I Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation the State of Texas
: U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission P.O. Box 12548, Capitol Station

Washington, DC 20555 Austin, TX 78711*

Robert D. Martin Lanny A. Sinkin
;

Regional Administrator, Region IV Christic Institutei

Nuclear Regulatory Commission 1324 North Capitol Street
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 1000 Washington, D.C. 20002
Arlington, TX 76011

Oreste R. Pirfo, Esquire
N. Prasad Kadambi, Project Manager Hearing Attorney

i U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission Office of the Executive Legal Director
4 7920 Norfolk Avenue U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Bethesda, 60 20814 Washington, DC 20555

Claude E. Johnson Charles Bechhoefer, Esquire
i Senior Resident Inspector /STP Chairman, Atomic Safety &
| c/o U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Licensing Board
| Commission U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

P.O. Box 910 Washington, DC 20555
,

{ Bay City, TX 77414
Dr. James C. Lamb, III

I M.D. Schwarz, Jr., Esquire 313 Woodhaven Road
| Baker & Botts Chapel Hill, NC 27514
: One Shell Plaza ,

i Houston, TX 77002 Judge Frederick J. Shon
| Atomic Safety and Licensing Board
j J.R. Newman, Esquire U.S. Nuclear fegulatory Commission
| Newman & Holtzinger, P.C. Washington, DC 20555
i 1615 L Street, N.W..
i Washington, DC 20036 Mr. Ray Goldstein, Esquire
| 1001 Vaughn Duilding
| Director, Office of Inspection 807 Brazos s

I and Enforcement Austin, TX - 78701
I U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission -

! Washington, DC 20555 Citizens for Equitable Utilities, Inc.
c/o Ms. Peggy Buchorn,

| T.V. Shockley/R.L. Range Route 1, Box 1684-
i Central Power & Light Company Brazoria, TX .77422
L P.O. Box 2121
! Corpus Christi, TX 78403 Docketing & Service Section
! Office of. the ' Secretary -
; H.L. Peterson/G. Pokorny U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
: City of Austin Washington, DC 20555

P.O. Box 1088 (3 Cocles)
j Austin, TX 78767
j Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards
| J.B. Poston/A. vonRosenberg U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

City Public Service Board 1717 H Street'

: P.O. Box 1771 Washington, DC 20555
| San Antonio, TX 78296

Revised 12/3'/85
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South Texas Project
Units 1 and 2

Docket Nos. STN.50-498, STN 50-499
DSER Item

Momentary Fuel Assembly Liftoff

Item #36

Confirmation that in the event of momentary fuel assembly liftoff that damage
to adjacent assemblies will not occur and that no ill consequences of
momentary liftoff are expected (see Section 4.2.3.1 (9) of this report)..

Response

Although the STP fuel assemblies operate firmly seated on the reactor lower
core plate, a turbine overspeed transient following loss of load may cause
momentary fuel assembly liftoff. Such liftoff is expected to be infrequent,
but all fuel assembly and core component hold down springs will accommodate
the added deflection and no damage or ill consequences to the STP fuel
assemblies or adjacent fuel assemblies is expected to occur.
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