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On December 18, 1985, the EFT system (Control Room HVAC) transferred to
the emergency mode as a result of a spurious trip of an Ammonia
monitor. Extensive investigation revealed no apparent cause for the
trip. Subsequent operation has been satisfactory.

On December 25, 1985, the EFT System transferred to the emergency mode as
a result of a chlorine monitor tape break which resulted in a spurious

' trip of the monitor. The tape was advanced past the break and the
monitor reset. The EFT System was returned to normal operation. The
apparent cause was a defective tape.

On December 28, 1985, the EFT system transferred to the emergency mode
as a result of a chlorine monitor tape break whict. resulted in a
spurious trip of the monitor. The monitor was reset and the EFT System
returned to the normal mode of operation. The apparent cause was a
defective tape. A visit to the manufacturer's facility has been
scheduled to try to resolve the tape quality problems.
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During power operation on December 18, 1985, at approximately 1420, the
,

EFT System (Control Room HVAC) (System Code VI), automatically |
transferred to the toxic chemical emergency mode (isolation of outside

i air . intake and exhaust) as a result of a spurious trip of ammonia
monitor AT9031 (MDA Scientific Model 7060 FAN) (Component Code AA). The
monitor was reset and the System returned to the normal mode of |.

operation. Extensive investigation could not determine a definite cause ;
'for the trip. An intermittent electronics problem is suspected. Therei

has been one previous, similar event, LER-85-20. A license amendment
request has been submitted to the NRC for removal of this monitor.

During power operation on December 25, 1985, at approximately 1020, the
i EFT System automatically transferred to the toxic chemical emergency

mode when a chlorine monitor, AT90468 (MDA Scientific Model 7040 FAN)
6tector tape broke resulting in a spurious trip of the monitor. The
tape was advanced past the break, the monitor reset, and the EFT
System returned to the normal mode of operation.

The cause of the event was a small imperfection on the tape surface4

which caught on the detector head, tearing the tape and initiating a
monitor trip. The manufacturer was informed.

During power operation on Decembe'r 28, 1985, at approximately 1750,
the EFT system automatically transferred to the toxic chemical emergene:
mode when a chlorine monitor, AT9046A (MDA Scientific Model 7040 FAh
detector tape broke resulting in a spurious trip of the monitor. The
tape was advanced past the break, the monitor reset, and the EFT System
returned to the normal mode of operation.

The cause of the event was an apparent imperfection (weak spot) on the
tape which allowed it to tear under normal tension, initiating a monitor
trip. The manufacturer was informed. A trip to the manufacturer's
facility has been scheduled to try to resolve defective tape quality
problems.

There have been three previous, similar reportable events, LER 85-06,-
LEP 85-16 and LER 85-17.

We have initiated a project to replace the chlorine monit.<s with more
| reliable equipment and improve the trip logic. A system specification
'

has been prepared to improve the EFT System reliability. The project is
j scheduled for completion during the next refueling outage.

. There was no effect on public health or safety because the safety
' function of the EFT System was initiated.
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Northem States Power Company |

414 Nicollet Mall
Minneapoks. Minnesota 55401
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January 16, 1986

U S Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555

MONTICELLO NUCLEAR GENERATING PLANT
Docket No. 50-263 License No. DPR-22

EFT Actuation Due To Ammonia Detector Spike

The License Event Report for these occurrences is attached.

These events were reported via Emergency Notification System per 10 CFR
Part 72 on December 18, 25, and 28, 1985.

ujona b'd
David Musolf
Manager - Nuclear Support Services

DMM/MMV/j k

c: Regional Administrator-III, NRC
;~tR Project Manager, NRC
Resident Inspector, NRC
MPCA
Attn: J W Ferman
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