» 70 COLORADO RIVER
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Oa Baturday, November 23, 1900, the liccnsee reported to Region IV

(Deaver), Divisicn of Caupliance, that an uncontrolled relcase of

liquid effluent carrying a slurry of solid vaste to the Colorado
River had occurred about noon that day. Preliminary information

obtained from the licensee is as fcllovws:

At sbout 12:30 p.m. on November 23, 1968, e break was
discovered in a pipe carrying liquid effluent from the
mill t0 the retention pond system used for holdup and

treatment of the effluent prior to release to the Colorade

River. An estimated 200 to 300 gallons per minute ran onto

-

the ground and directly to the river for sbout two hours before
the breck was obgerved and the system shut down. Samples of
effluent were obtained and river sanples from points
rom the amill wvere taken at four-hour

intervals. Results of the sample wnalyses are not yet available,
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The Division of Compliance is conducting an dovestigation. The
Utah Btate Health Departmeant and the Feleral Water Pollution Control

Administration have been notified.

The stafll of the Joint Committee on Atomlc Energy wes iuformed by

telephone. Thers has been no publicity.
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