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Secretary of the Commission
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Washinaton, D, C. 20555

| write as Faculty Advisor to the campus division of the DeKalb
Area Alliance for Responsible Eneray (DAARE) to oppose the con-
clusions of NUREG-0956 desianed to lustify a reduction in nuclear
reactor safety standards.

Our oppositicn is based primarily upon the critical study by
the American Physical Society (APS) and reported in Science
(American Association for the Advancement of Sclence).

The APS Report concluded that source term research s inadequate
with many fundamental uncertainties remainina. The APS reported
that computer codes are unreliat!e. The assumption about the
chemical form of iodine now aopears to be incorrect and leads to
an underestimation of the release of iodine. How the reactor
containment contains the radiopoisons during an accident remains
a larae source of uncertainty.

For these, and other reasons, we stronaly oppose ANY reduction
in _nuclear reactor safety stancards.

Sincerely,

B. W. von Zellen Ph.D.
Faculty Advisor fo;fDAARE
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- Nuclear Agency Estimates
- Probability of a Meltdown

BRI 1485~ mrmen . s

luthmmcauy the chance of a
meitdown at a nuclear reactor some-

where in America in the next 20 years
hnmw.%corm to the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission.

The estimate concerns the chance of
\ “‘severe core melt accident,” which
could be much more serious than the
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sion of the agency’s safety efforts.

., The commission has been consicer-
ing 4 safety goal to be expressed in
termhs of probability, and wants to de-
velop a new mechanism for evaluating
safety modifications to plants.
The agency's response to Mr. rkey,
a Massachusetts Democrat, notes that
al some plants the chance of accident
was reduced substantially after prob-
ability studies identified weak links in
safety systems.

,However, the commission majority
does ‘nqt favor large.scale efforts to
lower the risk across the board.

The figure given by the commission
as typical of the chance of core melt for
an American reactor 1is slightly higher
than the figure published in a German
study in the late 1970's, according to
Mr. Bernero. He said that France,
Sweden and Japan had done similar
studies but had not published the re.
sults.

The commission previously said that
the chance of an accident that de.
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plant. However, according to experts,
the cost of a meitdown, even if there is

that the studies on which the new esti-
mate was based, which it described as

‘We Should Be Doing More’
Commissioner Asselstine, in a tele-
phone interview, said he favored more
ve action. “‘Is it an acceptable
public policy outcome to expect to see a
30 chance of another Three
Mile Island or worse in the next 20
years?" he said. “My own view is we

should be doing more to prevent such
accidents.”

Mr. Markey said in a statement,
“These studies do not show us that nu-
clear reactors are safe or unsafe. What
they do show is that there remain large
uncertanties and that the NR.C. and
the nuclear industry cannot afford to

““The nuclear industry is faced with
the hard fact that there is a sigmificant
risk that a billion-doilar asset could be-
come a billiondollar liability over-
night,”” he said.

But others were critical of the com-
mission’s figures. “It's a very simplis-
tic way to go about making such an
estimate,” said Fred T. Stetson, direc-
tor of regulatory analysis at NUS Cor-
poration, which writes probabilistic
risk analyses for reactor owners. The
“typical’”’ estimate cited by the com-
mission is too high, he said, and prob-
ably takes into account early, ‘‘stop-
gap calculations” of risk. On the
chance of a severe core damage acci-
dent in the remainder of this century,
he said, “if you were to put a best est|-
mate on this number, it might be on the
order of one in ten, and of those, one in
ten might result in serious offsite con-
sequences.’’ The combination, he said,
meant a on2 percent chance of an acci-
dent in this century with serious conse-

quences outside the plant
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THE NEW YORK TIMES, MONDAY, JULY

Reactor Cooling Systems Faulted as Substandard

WALD called the auxiliary feedwater system,| Qutside the tubes, clean, cold water| ''In my view,” he said, “this investi-

:m'l' - was one of the ma causes of the acci- | is pumped in, to be boiled into steam. | 8ation would be enhanced were it
ﬂ-ﬂﬂh mu dent at Three Mile Island. In part be-| The steam spins a turbine, which | headed by

‘he same design as the one that failed | c5use of that accident, the worst in the makes electricity. The steam is then | N-R.C. who will be recognized

the Ohio plant. But more than six sion staff the same month to
B, o et o g | s, 2 e uipmen M- et i of the S acchs| oo e B St
supplying cooling water to the the changes had not been completed. cated that at least some of the plants

and the emergency backup sys- In normal operation at those plants, The chairman of the House panel, | did meet current guidelines
This led to an incident that engi- the reactor is immersed in water that | Representative Edward J Markey, a| The plants in question, in addition to
aon the commission staff and eise. = kept under high fo prevent | Massachusetts Democrat who made | Davis-Besse and to Three Mile Island
describe as one of the most seri. boiling. That water, which gradually | the commission document available, !, in Harrisburg, Pa., are Crystal River
since the accident at Three Mile Is. picks up radicactivity, is pumped | also released a letter to Nunzio J |3, in Red Level, Fla., Arkansas Nu-
2 in March 1979 through thousands of thin-walled tubes | Paladino, the commission chairman_ in clear 1, in Russellville, Ark., Oconee |
in a vessel called a steam generator, (o which he called for an investigation of | 2and 3, in Lake Keowee, S.C., and Ran-
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