HEDEO 18 May 1965

Mr. Donald I. Walker, Director
U. 8. Atomic Ensrgy Commission
Division of Compliance, Region IV
P. 0. Box 15266

Denver, Colorado 80215

Dasr Mr. Welker:

In cowplisnce with your letter dated 11 May 1965, the following in-
formation is forwerded.

Items a., b,, and ¢. will be snawered as & group since they pertain
to the same basic violation of AEC regulations. Actually, the AEC License
for Pitssimons Ganeral Hospital permits a mexiwum of 200 millicuries of
any isotope with stomic number 3 to 83 on the Post for animel and in ia-
vitro studies., HNowsver, the Preventive Medicine Bection of The Surgeon
Genersl's Office has insieted that the AEC place restrictions on the
smount on the Post for hussn use., These lesser amounts were the ones
wvhich resulted in the violations cited in a., b., and ¢., specifically
1+131 Cholografin, 5 millicuries (permitted 2 millicuries), I-125 Human
ferum Albusin, 2 millicuries (permitted 1 millicurie), Chrosdue 51, 5
millicuries (permitted 4 mdllicuries). The infractions were tha result
of & miswnderstanding of sll membeys of the Radioiotope Cosmittee who
logically sssumed that the total amount permitted on the Post was the
limiting fsctor and that any part could be used in either radioisotppe
area, Bowever, the inspection by Mr., George K. Bmith om April 26, 27,
and 28, 1965, discovered this error and the Radioisotope Bection hence-
forth will not exceed the maximum amounts permitted for human use, pend-
ing changes in the AEC License. A request will be fo.warded to amend the
ARC License to permit ¢ more realistic procurement of the quantities of
radioisctope material,

The use of BEB-86 and C-14 at the summit of Pikes Peak, Colorade, on
September 22, 1964, was clearly a viclation since their use wae authorized
solaly by the Research and Mutrition Laboratory at Fitzsimoms General
Hospital. This viclation was discovered on 6 November 1964. After a
prompt and thorough investigation, it was determined that the investigatore
who had used these isotopes had made the invalid sssumption that the
asuthority to use these isotopes by the Research and Nutrition Laboratory
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was sufficient to permit their use in a research project by investigators
of this unit at a place other than the unit station at Fitzsimons General
Hospital. It was determined that the primary breakdown occurred as a re-
sult of the unscheduled absence of the Chief of the Radioisotope Section.
His replacement apparently did not completely possess the administrative
know-how or depth of knowledge to insure complete enforcement of all the
regulations pertsining to radiation safety. Accordingly, two additional
individusls currently employed by USAMRML who heve had extemsive training
in radistion safety will substitute for the Chief of Rediolsotopes if it
is necessary for him to be absent. 1In addition, all Diviaion Chiefs,
USAMENL, were informed of this incident om 27 Nov 1964, Although there
are posted coples of CFR, Title 10, Part 20, and the USAMRNL Radicisotope
B0F st the Radioisotops Laboratory and at other locations throughout the
USAMENL, esch individual with radicective material was required to wve-
familiarise himeelf with thess regulatiomns. The above measures wers dis-
cussed with Mr. Ceorge H. Smith of the Atomic Energy Commission on 26
April 1965. He was of the opinion thst the corrective steps taksn were
edequate to properly control the use of radiosctive material in the
laboratosy. In particulsr, the qualifications of the two persons who would
serve as subsiitutes in the abesence of the Chief of the Radioisotope Sec~
tion were evaluated, Mr. SBmith felt that either of these individuale could
properly supervise our radioisotope activities.

Bincerely yours,

CLINTON 8. LYTER
Msa jor Gemeral, MC
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