Mobay

y
Chemical Corporation

Agricuitural
Chemicals Division

PO Box 4913

November 22, 1985 Hawthorn Road
Kansas City, MO 64120

Cable Kemagro Kansas City
Telephone. 816/242-2000

Mr. W. L. Axelson, Chief
Nuclear Materials Safety and
Safeguards Branch
U.S. NRC
Region III
799 Rocsevelt Road
Glen Ellyn, Illinois 60137 OB S0Ep

License No. 24-03830-01

Dear Mr. Axelson:

In reference to your letter of October 28, 1985, we have investigated the
violation which were detailed in the letter's Appendix dated October 25,
1985. The following responses correspond to numbering of items in the
Appendix.

1. Access to the area around Ohmart gauge Model ELG-08 mounted on equip-
ment No. 9.1Bl1 has been restricted. We intend to erect a physical
barrier around the gauge source so that radiation levels will be within
the limits prescribed by 10 CFR 20.105(b). We expect this to be com-
pleted by December 31, 1985. A survey of all other Cesium-137 gauge
sources has been completed and has shown that Ohmart SHD Cesium-137
gauge, serial No. 69363 mounted on Equipment No. 2.1BE shows a radia-
tion level of about 20 mR/hr at about 6 inches from one area of the
surface. We have taken steps to have this gauge source removed from
service and returned to the manufacturer for repair. Meanwhile, access
to the area around this gauge source has been restricted as of November
22, 1985. We expect the gauge to be returned to the manufacturer by
December 31, 1985. All remainin; gauges have radiation levels within
the prescribed limits.

2. We have evaluated the whole body dose for those individuals who lost or
otherwise did not submit their assigned film badges for the period 1983
to the present. These evaluations have been incorporated into the film
badge records. Instructions have been provided to all personnel on the
necessity of proper care and timely submission of their film badge.
The Deputy RSO has designated a specific area, away from radioactive
materials, for the storage of the control film badge. Greater care
will be taken in packaging the badges for shipment to the vendor.
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3.

The Victoreen Model 490 survey meter used by our Instrument and Elec-~

trical Maintenance Section has been calibrated on October 9, 1985 and

is scheduled to be recalibrated every 6 months. The Deputy Radiation

Safety Officer will maintain copies of the calibration certificates in
his files.

An examination of all Cesium=~137 gauges has been completed. All gauges
and access ports and/or manways which do not have the required warning
symbol, signs and information tags have been identified. Sign  are
being obtained for installation. We expect corrective action to remedy
deficiencies will be completed by December 31, 1985.

A physical inventory was conducted on November 20, 1985. A record of
the inventory is being prepared and will be maintained by the RSO or
his deputy. Inventories will be conducted in future every six months
to coincide with the required wipe tests.

Initial radiation surveys for our two most recently installed Kay Ray
Cesium-137 gauges were actually present in the binder together with the
initial surveys for our other gauges on the date of the inspection.
Their format is larger than usual and perhaps for that reason, they
were overlooked, We have enclosed copies of all of our initial radia-
tion surveys.

Sincerely,

MOBAY CHEMICAL CORPORATION
AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS DIVISION

Robert G. Koch, Deputy
Radiation Safety Officer

RGK/ab

Enclosure

ce:

D. R, Flint, Radiation Safety Officer
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